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|

........ His poor felf,
A dedicated beggar to the air!
. Wilks, like Cbntempt, aléne.

WHILE his daughter was gradually
accuftortting herfelf to the dreary fo-
litude to which he had condemned her,
and even learning to take in it an in<
tereft that he little fufpe&ed could ever
arife, Sir Audley Dacres, amid#t the bufy
fcenes-of politicdl Kfe im which he was
now more deeply thdn ¢ver. engaged,

VYou. IL. B had

~
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Kad ftill leifure to feel uneafinefs from
the confcioufnefs of having afted wrong.
His defire of gratifying Lady Dacres,
even in a point which certainly .did not
-raife her charalter in his efteem; bhis
long-eftablithed habits of making him-
felf obeyed; and the various advantages
which his ambition continually repre-
fented as attending on an alliance with
‘Mr. Mohun—advantages that feemed to
_ jultify whatever means he had taken to
bring it about—all were confiderations
infufficient to filence entirely thofe re-
proaches which his confcience was fo
impertinent as to make on the fubje&
of Althea.—It was in vain that his wife
(who failed not to perceive his umn-
eafinels) endeavoured, by the moft art-
ful methods, to perfuade him, that almoft
any other father, under fimilar circum-
ftances, would have afted more rigo-
roufly. Sir Audley, though he affefted
to acquiefce, and faid hardly any thing
/n the fubje& felt his difquiet con-
. tinually
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tinually increafe; and amidft the drud-
gery of party cabals, in which he was
deeply engaged, and which required the
conftant vigilance of thofe who were
ddmijtted to them, he began ferioufly to
confider, if, witheut bringing his eldeft
daughter into the houfe of her ftep-
mother, which 'he knew would embitter
his life with continual feuds, he could
find no properer fituation for her than
a deferted manfion on the confines of
Devonfhire’; no fociety more eligible

than that of his own difcarded fervants.
This, however, on a nearer view, was
lefs eafily found than might be ima-
gined. There were houfes of reputa-
tion in London, where young women
are received who have no proper home;
but he knew the expence would be a
great obje&ion with Lady Dacres, who
muft befides, in fubmitting to fuch a
meafure, feel it to be a tacit acknow-
ledgement that fhe would not admit
and proteft the daughter of her huf-
32 band.
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band.—Of Althea’s own family, there
was not ene who was likely, or proper,
to affard her an afylum—nor did he
kpow, among all the women of his ac-
quaintance who might bave been glad
to have receivéd her as a temporary
vifitor; any to whosa he could be
thoroughly fatisfied 10 entruft her.—She -
had mow been more than a month at
Faftwoodleigh; and fo far from ker ba-
nifhment having effc&ed what he hoped
from i, a change of fentiments in fa-
vour of Mohun, her laft letters had
horne a greater appearance of cheerful
refignation than the firft. I then, during
this dead and dreary month, her refo-
lntion had refifted the fadnefs of fuch
perfe@ feclufion, there was but hittle
probability that it would fail, when the
rewrn of fpring fhould give her the
iiberty of purfuing thole inpocent plear
fures for which he knew fhe bad ac-
quired 3 tafte, from her edycation and
hahiss -ef life.~T9. hﬁ;'i therafore on

“her
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her continuing there, did rfot feens likely
to anfwer the end he propofed; buat
while he wifhdd to relinquith a plan
which- hé could not but confrder as
eruel and unwarrantable, he did not be<
hieve that the removal of his daughter
to thofle fcenes where fhe ought to'appear
would by any medns accelerate his views
in regard to Molun. He kncw that
wherever. fhe' wiis {een fhe could Hardly
kil of exeiting general adnmiration; and
he did not thiwk that the preference of
others wag likely, in the opinion of Al-
thea, to gité value to that of MoHun.:
But Sir Audley, Hdlf difpofed to' relin-
quith: a plan fo little likely to be ef+
fe@ted, believed. that were Althea to ap-.
pear in public; attendéd with thofe ad-
vantages which other young. women en-.
joyed, fhe could not fail of being ad-
vantageoufly married, notwithftanding
the fmallnefs of her fortune ; and fuch an
dvent was f{arely the moft defirable both:
for Lady Dacres and himfelf,

33 Some
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Some degree of perfonal indifpofition:
added to the painful regret with which
he fometimes thought of his hairfh con-
duft towards Althea. His views, like
thofe of all ambitious men, opening as
he afcended, were yet often overclouded
and difappointed. The friendfhips of
politicians he found, above all other re~
liances, fallacious, and he- frequently:
found himfelf difappointed and fup-
planted by the creatures he had himfelf
placed in the way of favour.

The bale traffic of his confcience and:
his underftanding againft the hopes of a
larger income, or a more eminent poft,
bad not, hitherto paid him as he ex-.
peQed; and fome late inflances of the
imperious and overbearing temper of
Mohun. had- internally difgufted: him,
though they were apparently more clofely,
united than ever.

.But however frequently his mind ad-
verted to the fubjeét of Althea, he could
find no place. of refidence which wouldt

: : be,



MARCHMONT. 7

Be at once eligible for her, and without
obje&ion on the part of Lady Dacres.—
While he confidered and re-confidered
the matter, time wore away. His fons,
who were his greateft objefts, came
home for the Chriftmas recefs, and, with
the eldeft, fuch a report from the mafler
of the public¢ fchool where he had been
placed, that, though it was conveyed in
terms the molt confiderate, Sir Audley
was convinced an inftant removal from
thence was neceflary ; and his thoughts
were immediately engroffed with fo im-
portant a debate as of courfe followed,
in regard to what was to be done with a
boy fo difficult to govern, and fo con-
fcious of his own confequence.—Sir
Audley was inclined to the Univerfity ;
but Lady Dacres remarking that the
fons of fome of her acquaintance, who
had been there, had turned out ex-
tremely ill, and thatin the diplomatic line,
for which Mr. Dacres was defigned, an
univerfity education was by no means
B 4 neceflary;
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neceffary ; it was at length, after much:
hefitation and debate, determined, that,
this eldeft hope of his family fhouldr
make the tour of Italy and Germany,
fince that of France could not now be.
included; and that he fhould forthwich.
be provided with a tutor verfed in.fo-.
reign languages, and proceed in. about.
fix weeks.on his travels.

Thefe deliberations, and feme difco~.
veries of his: fon’s. difpofition, which,
forced themfelves upon- his obfervation;,
however; he wifhed not ta' fee them; far
entirely occupied his mind; that Adtheay
was almoft forgotten—and: the time: he:
could fpare from his political. engage~:
ments was wholly given to reprefs: the:
excefles of this young man, and to the
difcovery of fome proper perfon to.
whom he could be entrufted when:no.
longer under parental: authority.

During the courfe: of this enquiry,_ it:
happened, by the means of Liady, Barbara,
Newmarch, to reach the knowledge of.

one
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one of thiofe women in a' dertalf¥ rarik of
life, who with fomé literatute, and much®
pretence, acquire a fort of authority in'
fuch matters; ladies, who have commjiz-'
tions inftead of routs and affemblies, and
who,- without niaklhg too’ i@ d fcru
tiny into theif mbtives, may often ‘be"
allowed tlie praifé of doing fomé good;:
by their dccafionial patronagk of obf¢ure
miefit; though' dGubts have atiferi whe-:
ther’ theyr may not occafionally’ have’
don€ hatin, in teaching thofe to” fancy
themfelves people of genids,: who had-
only affutance; atid- fome -powers® of’
imitatiof. _

Be that as it' miag; Mrs. Gilboroagh,
thelad§i nbw i’ quettion, havirig ‘peard’
of Sir Audley’s etiquiry” affer’a’ ybting;
man’ well " educated® as' tutor” to' Mr.
Drctes, 1oft: 6 timé 'in"entreating’ Lady
Bhrbara- to: eridé'avoﬁr't&"keep the ‘ap=
pointment’ opén ‘till a“*gertleman could”
be written to; whb, e was fu'te;. would:
be* unextepti‘o‘l’lablc ~—Sir Audfey rea=

B, dily:
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dily promifed the delay of a few dayse—.
and then the following letters pafled be-.
tween him and Mrs, Gifhorough :.

“ DEAR S1Rr;.

. “ Affured of-your ftrong- adherence-
to- thofe principles which have always,
diftinguifhed our- families, and which-
_your " prefent- highly refpe€table con-
ne&ions do fo much honour to, I am.
free to believe that the young:gentle-.
man whom I have to mention to you can-
not fail of being approved, he owing
the decline;ofhis family’s fortune to the -
attachment of his anceftors to the Royal .
canfe-in the trying period of 1640, &¢.
and fince they have, with lefs power,
always been a very loyal family, though.
it has happened that their fortune has, .
from - vartous caufes, declined. The
young gentleman, on whofe behalf I.
write, is called Marchmont, and is the
laft of that ancient family. I_,ém_aﬂ‘ured, _
.and I believe from my own obferva-.

¥ " - tions,.
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tions, that he is very well qualified for
the undertaking, to which I beg leave
to recommend him. I am told that his
morals are irreproachable. He fpeaks
the French language perfeflly, having
refided fome years in France (where he
has refpeftable connelions), and has a
competent knowledge of the Italian and
German—a good tafte in the polite arts;
and, in a word, I am taught to believe,
that en farther enquiry you would find
Mr. Marchmont eminently qualified to
attend your fon. I fhall be happy in
being inftrumental in procuring him fo
honourable and fortunate an engage-
ment; and have the honour to be,
* With the greateft refpett,
¢ Sir,
%.Your moft obedient humble fervant,

“A. GISBOROUGH,
¢ Welbeck-Street, ~ o

Jan, 17th.”

To this Sir Audley returned, with v‘cry
little hefitation, the following anfwer:
B 6 “Mapam,
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“-MADAM,

* You do at once juftice: to my prin- -
ciples, and to thole fentiments which-
would render it extremely. agreeable to -
me to obey the commands with which -
you have honoured: me.. It therefore -
gives me very great concern, that it is -
not in my power: to engage the gentle~
man. you . mention: as a.tutor. to- Mr. -
Dacres. 1 believe he may be. very de-
ferving; but circumftances, which it-is.
not neceflary to recapitulate, make his-
reception into my family impraéticable.
Be aflured, Madam; only  the moft-in~
fuperable objetions could weigh'againft -
the lively inclination I feel to pay. de- .
ference to your recommendation, which:
confers a great obligation on us all.—I
have-the honour to be, with - the-higheft
efteem and regard, Madam,

“ Your moft obliged, and
« Moft faithful humble fervant,
“ Aubrey Dacrss.

# Upper Grofvenor Street,
Jan. zoth.”

2 T‘hus,
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Thus; without affigning. any. reafon,
becaufe he was confcious that' he.could:
not give the true one, he put.an end to-
this folicitation. on. behalf. of a. youngy
man who had in reality no:other fault:
than that of being. poor—though, with
Sir. Audley, he had: undoubtedly. ano-
ther.—It had.been furmifed, that the:
father. of . Lady Dacres,-whe was one of
that race of beings which; were the rich-
ever called-by-their-true names; would:
bave been denominated’ an- ufirer, had.-
taken, by means.of an attorney: who
e was entrufted. to tranfa&t his bufinefs; .
fome: very unfair-advantages of the ne-
ceffities of the clder Marchmont; and:
that the eftates, of ‘which Sir"Audley-had
become-peflefled iin confequence of that..
tranfaltion were''by no means. fo ho-.
neftly.come by, or ‘fo clear in the tidle:
by which he held themy, as a veryr
fcrupulous man might - have: withed:
Young. Marchmont; who dreaded the-
diftrefs of his:mother-and his filters, but
was
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was indifferent to his own, had never
appeared confcious of this unfair deal-
ing, but had, on the contrary, endea-
voured to conciliate Sir Audley, that he
might leave the family: a little longer in
pofleflion of their houfe in Surry; but
Sir Audley, notwith{tanding he had not
himfelf been the inftrument, felt, in en-
joying the fruit of iniquity, that he hated
the perfon injured as much as if he had
himfelf been the aggreflor.—Strange !
that the confcioufnefs of having-injured,
or participated in an injury, fhould
create, in the human mind, fo much
malignity againft the fufferer! Yetf{o it

always is. ~
Sir Audley, however, by no means
allowed, even in arguing the matter with
" himfelf, that Marchmont had any caufe
of complaint—and he difliked him, not
only for this-latent reafon; which, though
he repelled it, lurked:in his mind, but
becaufe, though poor, he feemed to con-
fider himfelf ftill in his former rank,
and
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and’ even when afking a favour, (as he
~did when he folicited his mother’s: con-
tinuance in the Surry houfe) it was lefs.
like a dependant than an- equal. Sir
Audley, accuftomed fince he had lived-
among place-men to.a very different
condu& from thofe who had any thing,
to afk, could not reconcile himfelf to
this manly bearing; and between one
caufe of diflike and another he hated
Marchmont heartily—and never fpoke-
of him but in terms of. contempt ani

difpleafure.. .
But the confequence. of this repulfe
was much more material to Marchmont"
than merely. the lofs-of an-appointment;
which, had he known it was with a fon-
of Sir Audley’s, he would not have fo-
licited, or, had it been procured, have
accepted; it deprived him of every hope:
of-fuccefs in his purfuit of a tutorthip—
for Mrs. Gifberough, who, together with
fome of her friends, had undertaken to-
, hefnend him, and .who were very. likely.

to.
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to fucceed, no fooner canvafled: Sir
Audley’s letter than they concluded that -
their zeal was mifplaced, ahd that fome-
thing was undoubtedly wrong in- the:
charalter of this young man, of whith-
Sir'Audley was too generous to fpeak, -
yet which-was undoubtedly: of a nattire’
that rendered it impoffible for them-to
bazard committing themfelves by re--
commending him.—When therefore ke
came fronian obfcure: lodging it 'Surry;.
where' he lived' with™ his mothef” and™
fifters, to know the event of an"applica~-
tion which Mrs: Gifborough' had - in-
farmed him fbe had ‘made, without tell--
ing him to whom, -he was met by ‘a- very:
eold lerter from that lady, who, without-
feeing him, . contented herfelf ‘with " that
ntethod of letting him. know, ¢ That her.
application had failed, and "that fhé was:
forry to fay fhe believed it ‘would not*
be’in her power; or that of thé friends:
to whom fhe had fpoken, té ferve hiny'
in'the way they:had-hopet.”

Marchmont:
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Marchmont wanted not difcernment
to fee that this- was only a civil way of
the lady’s relieving herfelf from alk
farther trouble ; he returned dejected:
to his. family, to whom, however, he
made light of his difappointment, that
he might not.infliét new angaifh on the
half-broken heart of his mother.

But when he fat down. ferioufly to
confider his fituation, this difappeint—
ment, which followed fo: many others,
fell cold and heavy. on.his {piritss The
ereditors hadi thecatemed- to: arrefb thre
remains of his father as they were pro-.
ceeding towards. the parifh. churcly of!
Eaftwoodleigh; and Marchmont, in.the
agony:of his mind, had entered into per
fonal engagements to ward off fo cruel’
a blow: fubfequent difcoveries of the.
condition of his. father’s affairs: had:
rendered it impoflible for him: ever to
acquit. himfelfof thefe engagements from.
the effc@ts that were left.. Nothing:
therefore remained for him but to at-

tempt,
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tempt, by fome exertions of his own, to
fatisfy the inexorable men to whom he'
was now perfonally bound;:and who,
provoked by their loffes, declared their
refolution to imprifon him; unlefs fome’
profpeét opened which might enable him-
to difcharge the debt he had thus taken:
upon himfelf.

Toleave Englind therefore, and to
efcape from their threats and impor-.
tunities, while he hoped to obtain, asa
tutor, a falary which he might divide
between them and his family, was his
moft earneft wifh. But even this humble
‘hope was now fruftrated; and though he
appeared calm and compofed before his
mother, .who watched -his countenance
with the mofl: anxious f{olicitude, he
almoft for the firfl time felt what:it was
to look back on the paft without having
ane crime with which to reproach him-
felf, yet forward to- the future without

a-bope, and almo(l without a friend!

Generous.
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Generous: and candid himfelf, and
refpeling men only for their worth and
their talents, he had never till now been
thoroughly convinced that, with the ge-
nerality of the world,. there js no crime:
fo unpardonable as poverty.; and that,
when an untitled family fall to decay,
their pretenfions: to anceftry, far from.
giving them a claim. to commiferation,,
become ridiculous in the opinion of the:
fuddenly fortunate.—He, who might.
truly be faid to be.

¢ Of genle blood, part fhed:in honour’s caufe,’’
ror:.

was now purfied for the fum of feven-
hundred pounds, by a-man who called:
himfelf a gentleman, but was, in fa&t, a
money-lender; the fon.of a taylor ; and
haraffed by- another for a thoufand’
pounds, who had been an au&tioneer,
but who, having amaffed a confiderable.
fum of money, had quitted the hammer;,
and was become a banker.

Thele:
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Thefe men, while they defpifed the
indigence of poor Marchmont, and
thought, like Briggs, * that 4 pedigree
pays no debts,”” had yet taken it into
their heads, that a young man fo welk
conneéfted would not-be fuffered to re~
mair in prifon, and that, if they thicat«
ened' him with fuch an: exertion of the!
power they had acquired over Him, they:-
fhould obtain atlealt' fome part of the
money for which.he had engaged hinn
felf.—It was in vain: that he affaréd
them, that of his father’s houfe he was
the laft—wHile of the ruinced fortumes of
" that houfe they could not be ignorant ;
that asto the relations of his mother,
though two of her fifters had married:
men of high rank, he was fo far from:
having any intereft -with them, that he
was not even by fight known to any of
his maternal relations. A

Far from foftening the hearts of his.
purfuers by this. reprefentation of his’
circumftances, he found that the more

' delperate



- MARCHMONT. 21

defperate his fituation was, the lefs they
feemed inclined te forbearance.—Tor-
mented every day by fome new plan of |
the one (who, being himfelf a fchemex,
fancied ‘that Marchmont might relieve -
bimfelf by fome project), and perplexed
by the threats of the other, he found
that he mult conceal himfelf from the
perfecution of both, or that they would
inevitably avail theinfelves of that molt
improvident law, which enables a cre-
ditor to imprifon the debtor who cannot
Pay him when he is at liberty ;—as if an
unhappy man, torn from his friends,
deprived of his credit, deprefled in his
talents,. and probably ruined in his
health, could do more to pay his debts,
than when he is at liberty to purfue his
intereff, or make the moft of his in-
duftry—a law which confounds inno-
. cence with guilt, and equally punifhes
intentional fraud and inevitable misfor-
tune; yet which exifts no where in fuch
force
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force s in a country boafting of 'its enw
larged humanity and perfe&t freedom.

Such was the fad fate of Marchmont;
that though guilty of no crime, and
though h: had devoted himfelf to dif~
tre from the pureft motives of in<
tegrity and filial ‘piety, he now found
himfelf purfued like a felon, and had the
horrors of perpetual confinement before
his eyes.

CHAP.
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“CHAP. II.

————

“Fhe tenant of a night-haunted ruin

A CCUSTOMED infenfibly to-her fo«
litude, Althea pafled her time without
murmuring. Her mind compelled thus
to exert its ftrength at fo early a period;
and her education having been fuch as
had not enfeebled while it ornamented
ber excellent underftanding, fhe not
only became reconciled to a fituation
which to moft young women would have
been intolerable, but every day learned
to rejoice at the ele€tion fhe had made,
and compare the melancholy tranquil-
lity of her prefent fituation with the
iplendid wretchednefs to which an union

with
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with Mohun would have condemned her.
Believing that, unlefs fhe could fell her-
felf to fome equally odious conneétion,
the {mallnefs of her fortune and the pe-
culiar circumftances of her fituation (held
down as fhe was by the felfith policy of
Lady Dacres) would prevent her ever
marrying, fhe thought of paffing her
life, if not always in as folitary a manner
as fhe now lived, yet certainly ina fingle,
ftate; and when fhe recdlie@ed all her
aunt was, fhe thought of thisrather with
complacency than regret.  Without pre-
dile€tion in favour of any one (for ihe
infant preference the had felt for March-
mont could hardly be .called fo), the
tried to look forward with cheerfulnefs
to the few and fimple duties chit im fuch
a fituation, and with fo Tmall a fortane,
fhe had'to fulfl. There is no fRate of life
in which objeéts for fuch duties may not
be found; ut none more forcibly at-.
tratted her benevoletice than the poor -
old woman Mrs, Mofely, 5 whefe cote
. tage
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tage her lonely rambles were the moft
frequently directed, and who was be-
come her regular penfioner.

This little hut, for it was hardly more,
confifting of only two fmall rooms on
the ground, and two of the fame fize
under the thatched roof, was now by
the bounty of Althea rendered as com-
fortable as it would admit of, and the
general condition of its inhabitant much
ameliorated. Yet while this poor help-~
lefs being inceflantly bleffed the confi-
derate kindnefs of her young benefac-
trefs, Althea obferved fomething in her
manner which indicated fome preffure
of the mind—fomething that feemed not
to belong to fear of future poverty, and
fhe was in no immediate want; but, on
the contrary,acknowledged herfelf to be
furrounded with many and unexpetted
comforts. There were however, at times,
fuch fymptoms of a pre-occupied mind,
or fome peculiar intereft affe@ing it, in
the deportment of Mrs. Mofely, that

Vou. II. c Althea



26 © MARCHMONT.

Althea was fometimes tempted to doubt
whether fhe was not, as the people of
the country believed, privy to fome
fecret. Yet of what nature couldithe?
That fhe was acquainted with a con-
cealed treafure buried fomewhere in the
domains of her ancient mafter, feemed,
_very improbable; fince the Marchmont
family could not have been reduced to
diftrefs, had they poffefled fuch a re-
fource; and that the indigence of peor
Mrs. Mofely herfelf was but too real,
there were proofs enough.—Yet why
- did fhe fometimes, when Althea was with
her, ftart at every found, appear hur-
ried, breathlefs, and confufed; look ea-
gerly from her little window, and with,
difficulty command herfelf fo as to fthew.
that attention the prefence of her be-
nefaélrefs demanded? Althea often at-
tempted to difcover the caufe of all this,
but was obliged to content herfelf with
the excufes Mrs. Mofely made; that it
was owing to the terrors and hurries the
v had
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had gone through during the latter part
of her fervice in Mr. Marchmont’s fa~
mily, and the poverty fhe had felt and
dreaded fince. , '
Befides this folitary penfioner, Althea
had foon a little humble circle, to whom
the goodnefs of her heart prompted her to
render a thoufand kind offices: fhe had
not indeed much money, but for herfelf
fhe wanted fo little, that fhe could with-
out imprudence clothe the half-naked
infants of one poor cottager, relieve by
a trifling weekly allowance the helplefs
fuperannuated father, of another, pay a
nurfe for attending the wife of a third,
and purchafe flax or wool for the induf-
trious family of a fourth. For fome fhe
worked: herfelf, others fhe inftrufled
bow to work; and fhe was always ready
to liften to the ruftic tale of forrow, and
to give (what the poor do not always
find) compaffion and attention, even
when it was not in her power greatly to
ce2 alleviate
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alleviate the diftrefles to which fhe
liftened.
~ The children of her hoft became the
peculiar objeéts of her generous care.
One of them was a little boy of about
five years old, who attached himfelf to
her with fo much fimple affe&ion, that
he followed her in all her walks, and
‘crept continually into her room when
-dhe was alone; where, if he thought fhe
was bufy, and would not like to be in-
terrupted, he fat himfelf filently down
in a corner, and remained quiet till fhe
gave him leave to fpeak to her., ‘
This boy then became of courfe pe-
culiarly her favourite ; and fhe not un-
. frequently found in the found of his in-
nocent voice a relief againft the filence
of her dreary habitation, when Mrs,
Wansford was bufied in her domeftic
concerns at a diftance in the houfe, and
“her hufband abfent, or working as he
often did when he was able, in that part
of
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of the old garden in which he raifed a
few vegetables for his family.

At thefe times it not unfrequently
happened that the children attended their
parents, or that the elder girl was fent
on meflages; and then there reigned a
filence fo dreary around the houfe, that
Althea fometimes went out merely to
hear a human voice. If any founds
broke this profound repofe, they were
only fuch as imprefled melancholy
ideas. The ancient dove-houfe, mark
of former manorial dignity, had long
fince fallen to decay; but Wans-
ford had nailed up fome boards within
the fhelter of one of the thick buttrefles,
and the hoarfe cooing of the few pigeons
re-echoed round them. The rooks,
long fince driven from their flourithing
colony in a wood of tall elms that once
fhaded the houfe, now feemed as they
flowly failed over it to regret their
abandoned refidence. Sometimesa flight
of fea-fowl clamoured amid the billowy

c3 cloudsy
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clouds; and when the wind blew from
the fouth-weft, the heavy waves were
heard "breaking monotonoufly on the
thore, or diftinétly in the ftillnefs of night
in low.and hollow. murmurs ;—while,
within the houfe, the leaft breath of air
hummed and fung along the paflages,
and through the crevices of doors faften.
ed up, producing fuch effe@s from va~
rious currents,and confinement, as, aided
by an imagination addifted to fuperfti-
tion, might have been magnified into

low fighs and half-ftifled complaints.
The {ullen vibrations of a clock which
belonged to Wansford, and was placed
near the door of what they now called
the Kkitchen, was plainly heard in the
room where Althea fat; and the melan-
choly meafure of time was not to her the
‘leaft unpleafant found that broke the
folemn filence of which fhe felt the
drearinefs. She feldom, however, gave
way to the deje@ion which moft young
perfons would have yieldedto, but drove
it
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it away, fometimes by having recourfe
to her books (for the had now received
and arranged them), and fometimes by
playing one of thofe fimple airs, in which
fhe particularly excelled, though fhe
was not a very great proficient'in mufic.

Now, however, arrived the very long
evenings of December, and beginning
of January, when Wansford happened
to be confined to his bed by the rheu-
matifm, and his wife attending on him;
fo that the part of the houfe where Al-
thea’s fitting-room was fituated was of
an evening quite deferted, except by
the fervant girl, who remained alone in
the kitchen, often trembling when fhe
remembered the ftories fhe had heard,
and looking fearfully towards the door
every time the wind fhook the old loofe
boards and rufty lock.

On thefe nights it was that Althea
fometimes found all her fortitude and
philofophy almoft unequal to repel the
comfortlefs fort of feeling that affailed

c4 herx.
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‘her. It was not fear, for the moment
fhe began to reafon with herfelf fhe knew
that every kind of fear was groundlefs
and ridiculous. From {fupernatural
agents fhe could have nothing to appre-
hend, did they really exift; but againft
their exiftence it was with her an un-
an{werable argument, that the Dire&tor
of the world would never violate a
known law of nature to anfwer no poffi-
ble end. Of the intrufion of any living
being there was almoft as little proba-
bility; for what temptation could there
be for the noéturnal robber in a houfe
where there was very little more than the
fimple furniture neceffary for a peafant’s
family ? Notwithftanding all this reafon-
ing, however, Althea earneftly withed
for the return of more cheerful days;
and caft many a wiftful look towards the
fea, which on a clear day was vifible
from feveral of the windows of the
houfe; and to which fhe fancied her

walks might be extended.
It
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It was only during the long and gloomy
evenings that fhe felt diftrefled by the
lonelinefs and feclufion of her fituation,
In the day-time the had not a moment
unoccupied; and when the weather was
fuch as would not allow her to make her
village vifits— '

For ¢ now the fields were dank, the ways were mire,’”
; MirTON.

fhe not unfrequently had recourfe to the
great banqueting-room up ftairs, where,
taking her little companion with her, fhe
walked fome hours for exercife. Yetit
was certainly not fuch as greatly exhila-
rated her fpirits; for Marchmont, his dif~
perfed and diftrefled family, his blafted
and ruined fortunes, were continually
prefent to her mind; and while little
Wansford, mounted ona ftick, gamboled
backwards and forwards before her, fhe
- figured to herfelf what Mrs. Mofely had
formerly defcribed to her, the infancy
of that unfortunate young man, whenin

c5 thefe
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thefe then fplendid rooms he was the
firft obje& of his doting parents, who
gazed at him with prophetic fondnefs,
as the future fupport — as one who
was likely even to increafe the refpefta-
bility, of their ancient family. A month
or fix weeks paffed nearly in the fame -
way. It was late in the month of Fe- .
bruary, when the weather having been
ftormy for many days, Althea found
herfelf languid and unwell; and be-
lieving that exercife would relieve her
from an oppreffive pain in her head,
fhe took the child with her, not being in
-{pirits to_encounter the wide folitude of
the apartments alone; and with a book
reforted to the banqueting-room, which
might indeed have been as well called a
- gallery.

Here fhe continued to walk for fome
time, till another heavy wintry ftorm
coming on, it became fuddenly fo dark,
that fhe was returning haftily to her own
room ; when glancing her eyes towards

: the
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the great folding door which led to the
fair-cafe, half of which was open, the
fancied that fome living creature ran
haftily by. It feemed to be a dog—yet
there was none about the houfe but a
large white maRiff, ufually chained up
in the yard: this, whatever it was, was
not fo large an animal; and Althea, witk
fomething like fear mingling with cu-
riofity, went to the door; and looking
along the paffage (now almoft entirely
dark) that led to thofe apartments of
which fo terrific an idea had been enter-
tained, fhe thought fhe faw the fame
creature run fwiftly along, but fhe im-
mediately loft fight of it—it difappeared
down another paffage; and Althea had
no inclination to trace it farther, though
the felt a confiderable deal of furprife.
She now haftened down the flairs, not
without looking involuntarily behind
her: fhe faw nothing, however, and in
fome agitation reached her own room.
€6 A moment’s
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A moment’s refle@ion reftored her to
compofure. Of what was fhe afraid ?—
and how was it eitraordinary that a
- ftray dog fhould wander into a houfe in
fo ruinous a condition as were-almoft all
the uninhabited parts of this? She.en-
deavoured by fuch refleftions to drive
-from her mind a circumftance that was.
certainly of no confequence: but ftill it
returned to her, and fhe found the re-
colleétion of it attended with fome kind:
of regret, for the nolonger felt difpofed
to take her melancholy walks in the gal-
lery: and this added another depriva~.
tion to the many fhe was compelled al-
ready to fubmit to’; for, gloomy as thefe
were, they procured a fort of change in
bad weather, which it was unpleafant to-
relinquilh.  But now a dread hung
about her which fhe could not imme-
diately conquer, though the was athamed
of owning that fhe felt it even to her-
felf.

- This
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This was perhaps increafed by Mrs.
‘Wansford’s telling her a day or two
afterwards, that as fhe was fitting up
with her hufband, who after a violent
paroxyfm of the rheumatifm had fallen
into a dofe, fhe had either heard, or fan-
cied fhe heard, amid the profound ftill-
nefs of the night, the flow light fteps of
fome perfon walking about the houfe.

¢« Once, Ma’am,”’ {aid fhe, “to be fure
I thought it muft be you coming out of
your room, the fteps feemed fo near;
and I was afraid you were ill, and I was
" going to open the door. to fee—but juft
at that moment my heart fomehow mif-
gave me; I ftoppeda little to liften, and
1 could almoft fwear that I heard what-
ever it was go foftly, fofily, and lightly
along the back paffage, and go to the
rooms where my hufband puts our mak
and hops. Then I was fure it could not
be you; and my heart was up in my
mouth! I am fure at the time I thought
I had never heard fuch an unaccount-

able
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~

able noife fince 1 have been in this
houfe.—But, after all,”” continued the,
paufing, “after all, perhaps, it might be
only fancy.”

« 1 dare fay it was nothing more,”
faid Althea; ° perhaps you were fa-
tigued, and worn with anxiety; and
when that is the cafe, we are apt to give
way to fears and fancies that would
never at another time be indulged.”

¢ I fhould not have thought fo much,
perhaps, of it,”” reflumed Mrs. Wansford,
¢ but that Tiger has been fo reRlefs of
nights lately, that it has been impoffible
for me and the girl to make him quiet.
He has flown round the houfe as if he
was mad—then back again—and barking
ready to tear up the ground. My huf-.
band was waked by him once or twice
outof a found fleep; and I told him what
a taking the dog was in, and that I was
quite frighted at it, and was afraid it
would fright you. But Wansford faid
it was nothing but nonfenfe; that there

2 was.



MARCHMONT. 39

was no reafon for fear, and that he was
fure it was only a fox, or fome vermin
about the houfe, that made Tiger rave fo.
Sometimes, indeed, in hard weather, we
have had foxes come quite into the
houfe, as it were, after our poultry; and
perhaps it might be the cafe now.”’

« It might be a fox that paffed the
door,” thought Althea;  for why into
fo lonely and deferted a place fhould not
fuch an animal come for fhelter? It
may be one of them that traverfes thefe
defolate rooms of a night.”” Althea
thought of the verfe in Ifaiah—

¢ But the wild beaft of the defert fhall lie there,
and their houfes fhall be full of doleful crea~
tures.”

« Alas!”” added fhe, with a figh,
“ what has this unfortunate family of
Marchmont done, that their venerable
abode, fanftified by the long fufferings
of loyalty, thould be under this cruel
maledition ?*

The
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The folution, however, that fthe had
now received of the caufes of thofe flight
difturbances which had alarmed her,
quieted the difagreeable fenfations fhe
had felt, and infenfibly the impreflion
they had made wore away. Notwith-
ftanding the advanced feafon, the wea-
ther now became fo fevere, as to take
from her all difpofition to return ever
to the walk in the banqueting-room.
From her poor old penfioner fhe was for
fome time excluded; for the fnow was
deep, and to reach her cottage was dif-
ficult till the way was beaten—difficulties
which Mrs. Mofely could by no means
encounter to come to her. Althea,there-
fore, was obliged to content herfelf with
fending the fervant girl with a fupply of
provifions, and an enquiry after the fo-
litary inhabitant of the cottage, which
fhe continued to repeat for a few days.

When Althea herfelf afked this girl
after Mrs. Mofely, her an{wers were
fuch as might be expeted ; but. it hap-

pened



MARCHMONT. 41

pened that paffing one day into the kit-
chen to enquire for her return, fhe heard
her fay in her Devonfhire dialeét to
Mrs. Wansford, who was bufied there
in preparing fome food for her hufband,
¢« I declare I cannot think what iz coom
to the ould wewman—ihe feems always
tew much in a flufter to fend back any
mezzage to Mifs, zoomhow.”

« But fhe was very thankful,” faid
Mrs. Wansford, * was fhe not, for
Mifs’s goodnefs ?”’ :

“Yes,{ure!’”’ anfwered Hannah, ‘¢ but,
Lord ! mythinks fhe is vaftly odd az it
twere. Then it is az hard to get tew
her az if the was a lady herfelf. She’ve
creeped away out of the rewm wher fhe
ufed for to be, intew another little beck
rewm, and the dewce at all can I make
her hear, fhé’s few diff. I faid tew her
that I had tewk’d down ever fo much
of our cloom*, with things as fhe had had,

* Crockery ware, or glafs.

and
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and that yew had fent for it, {fo fhe faid
I might take back what | whewld; the
.coonet no hew tell one from tother—
So ”

“ The poor old woman is not wel
then ?*’ faid Althea, as fhe entered the
room.

Hannab, colouring at having been
thus overheard, and afraid ‘that Althea
might be offended, anfwered confufedly,
“ No, Mifs; fhe be’ent fick, but the
- feems fomehow in trouble.”

«“1 will go myfelf to-morrow,” faid
Althea; “ I fuppofe the weather affe@ts
her, poor creature!”’

She afterwards made fome other en-
quiries, whether fhe had fufficient firing,
and whether the path to the cottage was
pra&lcable and then returned to her
employments.

One of thefe had lately been the ftudy
of that period of Englith hiftory when
the Marchmont family had been fo dif-
tinguifhed by its fufferings and fidelity ;

for




MARCHMONT. 43

for this point of time had now, from her
fituation in the fcene of many of the
events that had occurred, and from her
favourable opinion of the unfortunate
fucceflor to the virtues, and, alas! to
the misfortunes of thefe loyalifts, ac-
quired particular intereft in the opinion
of Althea. (

In the courfe of her education fhe
bad gone through the hiftory ufually
put into the hands of young people.
Her underftanding was equally clear
and folid, and her memory remarkably
retentive; yet a very young perfon
ufually reads the fucceffion of monarchs,
and the hiftory of battles at a remote
period, fo much more as a tafk thana
pleafure, that now her ripened reafon
gave to her prefent ftudy at leaft the
advantage of novelty. And that it might
be every way profitable, the began with
the Saxon heptarchy. But uncertain
accounts, mingled and debafed with
monkifh legends, accounts of beings

: who,
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who, with almoft the fingle exception of
" Alfred, were fo far from being fit to
reign, that they were not fit to live, could
not long detain her; nor was her imagi-
nation much cheered by the rude at-
tempts at polifhing the half favage Anglo-
Saxon by the fierce Norman invader.
In following their line through, and °
thofe of Plantagenet and Tudor, there is
but little to foothe the mind. Ambi-
tion, the vice of great minds, is fo de-
graded by ferocity, religion fo perverted
by fuperftition, the father is fo often
armed againft the fon, the child againft
the parent, the brothers againft each
other; fo few of thofe * charities’® ex-
ifted among them which alone render
huiman nature refpeétable ; and the peo-
ple were {o continually the vi@ims of
the hateful paffions of their princes, that
the reader rejoices to bring his obfer-
vations down to later times, and hopes -
that when the period in which what is
called the ar¢ of government becames

better
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better underftood, order, and of courfe
happinefs, might be its effefts. Butfrom
the glorious Queen Elizabeth, fhe who
is pronounced by Lord Bacon to be
 admirable among women, and memorable
among princes,” to the wretched and
degraded penfioner of Louis the Four-
teenth (Charles the Second), there is
hardly an interval that can be read with
pleafure by one who, inftead of having
formed ideas from the little abridged
hiftories fo early put into the hands of
children, dares to think for himfelf.

It was to this interval that the parti-
cular attention of Althea was turned.
. The firft mention of the Marchmont fa-
mily was in the reign of James the Firft.
But it was in that of his unhappy fon
that they became remarkable.

Althea had borrowed of Mrs. Mofely
a copy of a fort of memoir of the family
begun by the grandfather, and continued
by the father of Marchmont; of which
a{ervant had been employed to make

two
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two or three copies, and one of them
had been given to Mrs. Mofely, which
fhe preferved with great care, and which
fhe had put into Althea’s pofleffion,
with a long exordium on thé eminence
and confequence of the perfons to whom
it related.

To trace through the tumult of civil
difcord, and the bewildering fubtleties
of miftaken politics, the bravery and
perfevering loyalty of a fingle family,
was a tafk fuited to the prefent ftate of
Althea’s mind. It feemed like defign-
ing the different appearances of a beau-
tiful tree, which, though now fhorn of
its moft flourifhing honours, prefented
a fine and venerable form to the eye of
the painter, and ftill produced fome fair
and verdant branches, though its trunk
was injured by time and accident.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

—

His face moft foul and filthy was to fee,
With fquinting eyes, contrary ways extended,
And loathly mouth, unmeet a mouth to be,
That nought but gall. and venom comprehended,
And wicked words that God and man offended.

A SECOND fall of fnow now rendered
the proje& Althea had formed of en-
quiring herfelf after Mrs. Molely im-
prafticable. In this weftern county in-
deed it lay lefs than in the more eaftern,
northern, or midland parts of England;
but it had drifted fo much againft the
banks and hedges, that the path to the
cottage was again for her impaffable.—
The mild philofophy of the young re-
clufe ftruggled againft the heavy de-

preflion
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preflion which fuch perfe&t feclufion, at
a feafon fo dreary, could hardly fail to
infli&t; but her ftudies were not much
calculated to exhilarate her thoughts.—
They led her from the detail of public
calamity, to its effe€ls on private life ;
from the misfortunes of the monarch to
the confequent miferies of his fervants—
and the fad confequences of civil war
on domeftic happinefs.

From the then moft refpefable con-
dition of a private country gentleman,
that anceftor of Marchmont, who firft
quitted it to attend a court, became per-
fonally attached to Charles the Firft,
while Prince of Wales; and afterwards,
when thefe unhappy diffenfions broke
out between Charles and his Parliament,
which ended in the deftrucion of mo-
narchy, Mr. (afterwards Sir Armyn)
Marchmont was one of the firt men of
property in the Welt who declared for
the King.

In .
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- In the courfe of thofe fad years, which
deluged the kingdom with blood, the
fecond of his thrée fons and- his only
brother fell in the field. He did not
furvive them long; and his eldeft fon
yiclding for a while to a torrent it was
fruitlefs to refift, and refiding at Eaft-
woodleigh, it became an afylum for the
wandering and difpérfcd royalifts; while
in rendering it fuch he narrowly efcaped
fharing their fate—and only by his being
‘perfonally ina&tive, and by his popu-
larity in his immediate neighbourhood.
But when the fon of the deceafed mo-
narch made his laft effort at Worcefter, -
Mr. Marchmont (for, ‘his father being:
enly a knight, he had no title) attended
him thither with a fmall but chofen
party of followers. After the event of
that day, he returncd, flightly wounded, -
towards home, and was for fome time-
concealed in his own houfe. When it-
became fafe to re-appear, he refumed,
with fome precaution, his former way of

Vor. 1. D living;
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living; but by the fad condition to, which -
his frignds were seduced, as well as, the -
refraint he was himfelf compglled. ta
live upder, his {pisits and health, became
fo. much affefled,, that be gradually. funk
into. the grave, leaviag his inheritance.
(impaired by, fines, and the affiflance ha
had fent the exiled King) to the eldeft.
of the infant fons of his younges th-
they. - .
This.yoyng, mas, whta at the: Revon
lutienwas.abeyt five-andr-twenty, unable-
tQ depyi or to defand; the mifkondn&: of -
James, yet detelling from the influence:
of hereditavy prejudice what be deemed:
the ufurpation of William, ahfented:
himfelf entirely from, public life; while:
hig brother;,, who, ltad; entered; eanly, inta,
ths army; followed: the fontunes of the:
mifguided; monarch, to whom he had;
fwonn allegiance, and, martying in
Frapce, became fbunden of that family
withe. whorm young Marchmont, had, fome
tigme; refidada ,
’ 'm]e
-
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The mext heir, the grandfather of
Marchmont, would have atted wifely,.
had he remained a quiet fpeftatox of the.
attempts that were made in the. yeaw
#7135 o re-eftablifly the banifhed family;.
but his zeat was {o upguarded, that a
confiderable part of his own and his,
wife’s fortune was. bardly fufficient ta
fave bim from. the cenfequences of his
open adherenxe tothe « good old caufe.” .

But not lefs bigoted to principle, m.
purfuance of which he cowld net a&:
bus at the rifk of his whole fortume, he:
¢ducated his children in the fame ideas:
he him{elf entertained; and thirty years
afterwards, i 1743, the family was:
reckoned fo decidedly Favobite, that
their horfes were feized at that period
by the neighbouring Beputy-Lieute-
nant—and the fame precaution-.was ufed .
in.regard to him as: withr the Catholic
gentlemetr in.the neighbourhood.. Cus.
off framievery advantage which the re-
fpeftability of his family, er his own

D 2 talents,
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talents, might have given him in public
life, while his fortune was fapped by the
loans of his predeceflors to their ba-
nithed friends, the father of young
Marchmont faw himfelf, towards the
middle of his life, furrounded by a fa-
mily of three daughters and a fon, with
only a nominal fortune—for his eftates
were mortgaged for almoft as much as
-they were worth. When once this hap-
pens, the very expedients that are em-
ployed to ward off the ruin, bring it
on more rapidly. The laft Marchmont
lived only long enough to fee the in-
~ evitable deftru&tion of his houfe—to fee
the fon he fo paffionately loved likely
"to become a deftitute wanderer, and his
wife and daughters deftined to .indi-
gence.—His heart was broken, and his
eyes clofed on this cruel profpeft; while
his unhappy fon, by hazarding his per-
fonal liberty, -refcued, with difficulty,
his poor remains from:the inhuman gripe
- af the law,=——
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Such was, in brief, the detail colle@ted
by Althea from the family memoirs, to
which Mrs. Mofely’s narrative ferved
as a fupplement. To read over the
period of hiltory with which the former
account was intimately connefted, oc-
cafioned, in the mind of Althea, wonder
and pity. . That there were men who .
adhered from principle, and ftill more
from perfonal affeftion, to Charles the
‘Firlt, mifled and obftinate as he was, fhe
could eafily conceive; but it was more
difficult to account for the infatuation
of thofe who facrificed their families and
their country to the degraded penfioner
of France, and the unfeeling employer
of Feffries. Still there is fomething fo
refpetable in the enthufiafm of even
miftaken fidelity, fomething fo impref-
five in the difinterefted generofity of
facrificing every thing for an exiled and
ruined family, that the anceftors of
Marchmont became more than before

D3 the
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the objells of her veneration; aad their
unfortunate defoendant, of her pity. ‘
In dwelling frequendy oa this topic,
the mind of Althea turned itfelf to en-
‘quire if nothing could be done to al-
leviate the melancholy fate of a family
{o worthy of more profperous fortune.—
She was herfelf, alas! a more ifolated
‘being than any of thofe whofe defltiny
fhe lamented, and but very little richer.
Yet the could not help frequently re-
turning to confider whetber there were
no means of befriending them; but as
often as fhe did fo, difficulties arofe that
made her for a while relinquifth the
hope of being able to accomplifh it.
How indeed was it poffible for her to
addrefs her father on behalf of a family
to whom fhe believed he had conceived
" 'fome diflike, and with any part of which
Sir Audley did not know fhe had the
flighteft acquaintance? or how could fhe
apply to Mrs. Marchmont herfelf with
offers
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offers of fervice? S, however, fhe
-could mot wholly &fin¥fs the e ;. awd
as it would bz doing fomething, the
-determyined to write to Mifs Everfley
{with whom The #il, though rarely, tor-
refponded), and, making fuch an excufe
for her cuttofity as her tocal fituation
might well furnifh det with, atk for fome
account of -the prefent flste of the
‘Marchmont family.

Althea then was fet down to t'ms let-
ter, when, as was Mrs. Wansford’s
tuftom, the tame into Althea’s Hrting-
60m to make the enquiries of the morn-
ing aftér her héalth..To thofe Althea
made in her turn—the good wothah
anfwered—~* Ah, dear Ma’am! this wea-
ther is very fad for my poor hatband—
He gets hardly any better, and I arh
‘aftaid he will be quite confined again.—
I think more of it than I Yhould at
another time, becaufe 1 don’t know how
1 fhould do to get advice for him; for
I am fure Mrs. Cookfon won’t comt

: D4 through
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done more than growl—he would have
run to the place.”’

‘ No,” replied Mrs. Wansford; “he
could not do that, for he could not get .
into the old part of the houfe. The
doors above are all fhut up, you know,
and there is no way below. To be fure
I have not much notion what any body
fhould do there; but I firmly believe
there are travellers, or fome ftrange
people, that hide about the houfe—and
I own it does fright me.”

Althea now recollefting the dog, which
fhe had certainly feen, and feeling by
no means delighted with the idea of fuck
~ neighbours as her hoftes defcribed,
could not help betraying fome emotion
in her countenance; yet unwilling to
add to the terror which fhe faw had
taken poffeffion of Mrs. Wansford, fhe
forbore to fay all fhe thought, and only
obferved, that if fuch was really her
perfuaﬁon, it would be better to make

fome
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forme enquiry into the matter, and to
take fome precaution againft the danger
that might follow. ‘
«  “ Why, fo I have been telling Wans-
‘ford,” anfwered fhe.—* But I declare
he is quite provoking—he will infift
- upon it, that ‘tis nothing in the world
but my fancy-uor fome accidental thing
ofno conTCqueﬁce.-—I wifh, dear Ma’am,
you would but fpeak to him your{elf--
He won't tell you it is fancy, pethaps.ee
If you ate not afraid of catching cold,
do come out yourfelf, and fee if there is
not a track of feet as plain as can be.”
To make this enquity, Althea con-
fented; and it was indeed very evident
that a perfon or perfons had goiie as fat
as that part of the houfe defcribed by
Mrs. Wansford, but there feemed to
have difappeared. Yet there was no
vifible way by, which the hoofe could be
entered on that fide.—Althea now pro-
pofed to Mrs. Wansford to make fome
examinatrott within fide the houfe—but
: p6 ‘ the
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fhe declared herfelfafraid of going, unlefs
{fome man could be found to accompany
her—which fhe faid it was not eafy te
do, as there was no perfon about -the
houfe who could go with her, and her
hufband, befides that he was difabled by
the rheumatifm, became impatient when-
ever fhe infifted upon there being any
occafion of alarm.—Althea, though far
from feeling at this moment any extra-
ordinary portion of courage, yet of-
fered -herfelf as an auxiliary: but the
poor woman was too ferioufly frightened
to explore the uninhabited rooms with
fo flender a guard ; and Althea felt- that
on the approach of night the fhould be
extremely uncomfortable, in the idea
that there were near her beings of whom
it was much more reaflonable to be
afraid than ef the departed family of
the Marchmonts, who were the reputed

inhabitants of that part of the houfe.
Night however came, .and with it a
fudden thaw -that obliterated at once
all
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all evidence of the fact of which Mrs.
‘Wansford was fo folicitous to -convince
her hufband :—but the impreffion it had
made on her mind, and on Althea’s, was
not fo eafily effaced; and Althea found
it impoffible to go to reft without having
recourfe to an expedient to which fhe
was generally averfe—that of the fer=
vant girl bringing her bed into the fame
room. The door was then as well fe-
cured as their united contrivances could
effe, and Althea lay down without un-
dreffing herfelf.—The hours, however,
pafled quietly—there was no unufual
noife about the houfe—and towards the
middle of the night, though her thought-
lefs attendant was in a profound flecp,
the went foftly to the window, and by
the light afforded by the moon, almoft
at full, yet often obfcured by wandering
clouds, fhe could fee to fome diftance
around. 'The view was not indeed on the
fame fide of the houfe as that to which

the footfteps had been traced, but it was
difficult
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difficult for any perfon going from the
neareft villages to reach any quarter of
the building without paffing along fome
part of the ground fhe could now far~
vey. She faw, however, neither animal:
nor human being—and fuppofed that,.
with whatever defign thefe intruders had
before approached, the lightnefs- of the
night had now deterred them:—Again
fhe wearied herfelf with conje@ures, and
again defifted; for fhe found no way
of accounting for fuch an appearante,
but by fuppofing that the defign was to
rob: yet why fhould fuch a rifk be ifre
¢urred, where there was fo certainly no- -

thing to take?
- Her apprehenfions kept her fleeplefs.
till the morning broke: the then funk
into forgetfulnefs; and it was not till
fome time affer her ufaal hour that fhe
went down i..t5 her parlour to breakfaft:
As fhe feldom rang the bell that
Wansford -haa contrived to mend for
her, the was going herfelf into the
fort
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fort of kitchen where he and his family
ufually fat, to afk for her breakfalt;
when fhe was met in the paffage by Mrs.
Wansford, who, with a look of difmay,
faid—** Dear Ma’am, I was coming to
feeforyou. There are two fuch ftrange-
looking men along with my hufband !—
and they are afking fuch a number of
odd queftions!—I[ cannot, for my life,
imagine what they want.”

Althea, whofe imagination was ftill
full of the track that had been feen in
the fnow, fancied that thefe might be
the perfons who clandeflinely vifited
the houfe; but as their coming now
was a dire@® contradiftion to their mo-
tives for coming before; fhe recolle&ted
herfelf, and afked Mrs. Wansford what

fort of people they were? ¢
- ¢ That is more than ¥ tell you,

P’'m fure,” replied the - WOMAN, «=
* For my part, I do not know what to
make of them, and I can fee Wansford
knows as little: however, he keeps civil

1 to
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to them.—I wifh you would come im
my dear Mifs, as *twere by chance.”

“ I'll come, certainly,” faid Althea,
alarmed, though fhe knew not why.—
¢ But they cannot be people that want
me?”’ ‘

Then, impelled by fear and.curiofity;
fhe entered the room, but. inftantly.
thrunk. back, for the figures of the twa
men, who fat -oppofite Wansford, ter-
rified her.

Neither of them arofe at her en-
trance, though ker appearance was cer-
tainly fuch as demanded that mark of
refpeét from perfons-of theirs.—One of
them was a fhort mean figure between
fifty and fixty, wrapped in an old blue
great coat with a red cape, and he wore
a carroty fgmatch wig pulled forward
over a fac ich could not, without.an
affront to the fpecies, be called human,
Squalid and defpicable as this wretch.
was, he fcemed to be invefted with fome.
authority over the other; whofe great

athletic
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athletic figure imprefled terror, while
that of his companion raifed abhorrence.
This fecond man had a broad red face,
deeply {carred with the {mall-pox, with a
black patch acrofs his forehead ; greafy
thock hair, and a fhabby coearfe furtout,
which altogether anfwered fo completely
to the idea the had formed of a ruffian,
that Althea had, at the moment, no other
expeftation but that one of thefe men
‘'would confine Wansford, while the
other robbed the inhabitarts of the
houfe.

- Such were the alarming figures that,
on the appeatance of Althea, feemed,
with renewed eagernefs, to purfue the
enquiry, whatever it was, that they were
making of Wansford; who, confufed
and alarmed by interrogatiops he did
not underftand, feemed very defirous
of getting rid of his unwelcome vilitors,

yet afraid of offending them.
Althea, unable to fuftain for a mo-
ment the infolent looks of the man laft
delcribed,
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defcribed, hutried back into het par
lour— Mes. Wansford, in increated dif-
may, following her:

* Dear Ma’am,” faid fhe-— what do
you think of thefe men? what can they
be?—-and what can they poflibly wam?”

* 1 have never feen bailiffs, or their
followers,” faid Althea; * but I fhoutd
fear, from the defetiption I have heard
of fuch peeple, that thefe are fome fuch
men.”’

 Bailiffs I exclaimed Mrs. Wans
ford, turning as pale as afhes, « what
¢an bailiffs want with my hufband?—
Mercy upon me!—He does not, I am
fure, owe any body five pounds in the
world—and I am. as fure he has never
done any harm in his life.—Oh, my
God! what is going to happen to him?*

The poor woman, who had eagerly
feized on this alarming notion, was now
fo overcome with it, that fhe could not
flay in the room; but notwithftanding
the terror with which the fight of the

men



MAKCRMONT. by

men affefed her, (he was haftening back
to that where they were with her huf-
" band, when in the paffage, feeling his
way with his cane, for he was half blind,
the elder of the horrid-looking wretches
met her.—Wansford, with a mixtare of
fear and indignation in his countenance,
followed bhim, though fo lame that he
went-on crutches.—Shocked and amazed
at his approaching her, Althea had no
power to move from the place where
the ftood. The man, ftalking flowly up
quite clofe to her, while the fhrunk from
his approach, in a loud and flow voice,
whole found would alone have con-
veyed a perfe@t idea of the hideous
monfler that uttered it, thus (poke—
« I underftand, Madam, that. . .you. ..
“are...the...daughter... of ... Sir
Audley . . . Dacres, . . . Ba-ro-net,—
proprietor of this houfe.—Thefe people
then are your fervants ?”
- ¢ And who are you, Sir,” faid Al
thea, collefing all her courage, * that,
' knowing
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Rnowing to whom this houfe belongs,
and who I am, take thc liberty of thus
intruding ?”’

« My bufinefs. ..” began the wretch
again.

«“ Your bufinefs cannot be with me,
nor with Sir Audley’s fervants—They
do not know you—I beg you will go
from hence.”—The man, who found by
the trembling of her voice that fhe was
terrified, now thought that he fhould
prevail by mere dint of fear: ftriking
therefore his cane againft the ground, he:
faid in a ftill louder tone—** Underftand,
Madam, that I am authorifed in what I
demand, and ....”

“ For God’s fake!” cried -Althea,
fpeaking to Wansford, what does he
want?”’

“ He infifts, Mifs, upoh being al-
lowed to fearch the houfe. I have re-
fufed him; for why >—I"m fure by his
looks he don’t feem an honefter man

than they he pretends to fearch after—
and
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and what if he was?—He has got no
-xight to fearch here—or if he has, why
-don’t he fhew it me?—why don’t he
fhew his warrant >—But, inftead of that,
he won’t even tell me who he looks
after!—Come, come, Mr. What’s-your-
name, come out of my young lady’s
room, or I’'ll fhew you that, lame as I
am, I’ll not let any fuch fellows fright
her.” '

<1 would explain to the lady,” faid
the difgufting wretch, regardlefs of this
remonftrance—¢ firft, what my demands
are—f{econdly, the authority with which
I am invefted—thirdly, the grounds of .
my proceeding—fourthly, the confe-
_ quence of refifting.”

« I will hear nothing, Sir,” exclaimed
Althea; ‘I will not hold any converfe
with you. I am perfe&tly convinced
that a perfon of your appearance can
have no bufinefs in this houfe, and I
smuft infift upon your leaving it.”

;T4 My
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“ My appearance ! muttered the hor-.
r1d fiend— my appearance! I fee, I
fee how i is; here is collufien.—I fay,
man,” (turning toc Wanesford) ¢ shat [
will execute my duty—; will examine
the other pawt of the houfe.”*

« And I fay,” cried Wansford, feining.
him by the collar with ene hand, while:
he fupported himfelf with the athes,
« that you fhall go out of that part of it
where yow are already.” Se faying, by
the application of alt his firemgtiv he:
jerked the man into the paffage; Mus.
Wansford, dreadimg left his follower
fhould fall upon her hufband, followed
trembling and crying; while Althea,.
who had never fuffered fuch an alasmr
in her life before, fhut the door of her
room, and belved: it within .

Ske liftened) and heard a fcudlle in.the
kiechen, whicle inereafed her affrighu;.
yet (he knew net, in the confufion of
her thoughts, whether flie- feared thefe
people as common robbers, or as ruf-

fians
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fians. authorifed by law to humt fome
unhappy. perfon to defirution. The lat-
ter, though fhe knew not whom they
foughs, feemed to. her more deteftable.
than the former. Her prefent agitation,
however, permitted her only to liften. in
breahlefs {ufpenfe: fee heard . Wans-
ford loudly infilt on their leaving the:
houfe, declaring he would fue them if
they dared ta flay:; while the old mii-.
creank preached aloud of bis authority,
and his power ; aed his. follower, half-.
ridesuling and' halfumepacing Wansford,; -
{eamed: deseamined to fuppost his em-.
pieyes.. Afiey this.had laied fome time,.
to the increafing terror af Althea, fhe
hoard othex voiges. intespofe, which very
plainly, but fomewhat roughly, took the-
pam of Wansfard, and, as it feemed,
added more foxcible argumenss than he
hagdl him{elf baem able to bring forwasd:;.
fou-the enemy: were now, expelled, and:
fhe heard the governor of the fontrefs:
engage
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engage his auxiliaries to celebrate their
vi€tory in fome of his beft cyder.

When they were fet down to do this,
Mrs. Wansford appeared at the door of
Althea’s room, which was readxly opened
to her.

“ Oh! my deareft les,” cried fhe,
as fhe entered—* Sure I never in all
my whole life have been fo frighted—
and I am fure you too muft have been
terrified ! —Dear! how pale you look !—
Let me get you fomething.””

“ No,” faid Althea—«“ I am very
well now.—But tell me who thefe people
are?—and how, at laft, you got them
out of the houfe ?”

‘“ Ah! as to who they are, T know no
more than you do, Ma’am, but I know
they wanted no good. Did any mortal
ever fee fuch a frightful-looking wretch.
as the ruffian that came in here? My
poor Wansford, cripple as he is, would.
never have got rid of them, if I had not

‘bethought
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bethought me of fending Hannah down
to the men at plough in lower park
croft; I knew they’d foon clear the
houfe of ’em; and fo they did.—
John Hedbury fays they’re both bai-
liffs—or one’s a lawyer, and t’other a
catchpole, ’tis much one; and he knows
they've been about this country, and
fome more along with them, for three
or four weeks—creeping about, and
afking this man, and afking t’other man,
what ftrangers there were in thefe parts?
Some of our neighbours were talking
abont thele bad-looking fellows at the
Nag’s-Head, John fays, but laft Satur-
day night; fome faid they were excife-
men, and fome that they were {pies—
but another again. faid he knew one of
them—that old one; and he is a lawyer
at Plymouth: John Hedbury mentioned
his name, but I can’t think of it now.
Some thought, it feems, that the perfon
they are hunting for is one that has run
away with money from his mafter; ano-

Vor. II. . E ther
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ther guefled ‘that it was a Jacobine, or
Jacobite; I don’t know, not I, what they
call ’em; but Miller Clayfield faid he
* was fure as could be, that it was fome
man in debt, and:that this lawyer fellow
had got a writ againft him, and. t’other
_was a bum bailiff.”’
¢« Still,”’ faid Althea, ¢ I do not com-
-prehend why the fearch of thefe pur-
fuers fhould be fo particularly direfted
to this houfe?”” .
« Nor I neither, I am fure. I can-
not think why they fhould come  here
mdeed !—As my hufband told them, an
Englithman’s houfe is his caftle, and be
fhould not have thought of -their: pre-
tending to fearch this; for though he
was only a fervant, he had as much right
to keep out any fuch dirty fellows as
the firt Lord of the land. We are no
likelier than other folks to harbour bad
people, and I’m fure there are no people
here ; though, if there were, and it was
only a poor man hiding for debt, I'm
fure
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fure 1I’d never tell fuch as them; for
~ #0 help fuch a one out of their clutches
would be another thing.”
-« And do you know any body llkely,”
- faid Althea, “to want fuch a friendly
concealment? Perhaps Wansford does;
and, unknown to you, may have taken
fome unfortunate perfon, thus purfued,
into the houfe? Recolle&t, whether the
noifes you. have. heard, and the print
of feet traced in the {now, which alarmed
you fo much, might not have femething
to do with the perfon that thefe bailiffs
fay they would fearch for :
« Blefs me! fo they might, indeed!—
And yet I cannot.think, ‘neither, that
Wansford would do fuch a thing with-
out telling me. .Befides, who. does Ae
know? . Here we live from one month
to another, and not a living foul ever
comes near us!—DBefides, how, if Wans-
ford had done fo, how could. he carry
the perfon vi€tuals without my. knowing
it? . Indeed, how could he carry it
E2 at
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at all? T never mifled the value of
a bit of bread. Where could fuch
a perfon, if one wes thid in the houfe,
where could he {fleep? There is no
‘bed, I'm fure, in it—as you muft have
feen, Mifs, when yeu went -over it.
Belides, I’'m certain my hufband would
mever do fuch a thing without telling
me.”

«Y.ou remember, however,” faid Al-
thea, « that your hufband laughed off
all your fears, and would - believe ‘no-
thing about the noifes that you tatked
of—as if he had fome reafon for withing
to avoid enquiry.”

Struck with this remark, yet un-
willing to believe that Wansford could
poflefs a fecret he would not com-
. qnunicate to her, his wife now left Al-
thea, determined to find out the
myftery, #f shere was one; while
filthea, who could neither cesfe her
konjeQures, nor fix on -any frat were

‘probable,
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probable, and whofe fpirits had been
ftrangely hurried by the people fhe
had feen, with difficulty compofed her

mind to follow the occupations of the
day.

3 CHAP.



78 MARCHMONT.

CHAP. 1V.

R G— ~
————

Great enemy to this, and all the reft
That in the garden of Adonis fprimgs,

Is wicked Time, who with his fcythe addreft
Doth mow the flowering herbs and goodly things,
And sl their glory to the ground down fings,

A —
L ]

IN the courfe of the day Wansford
related to Althea the converfation thefe

men bad held with him. A
“ They began,” faid he, “ by afking
me whether I knew this perfon and that
perfon in" the neighbourhood, and who
lived in the houfe? and who came to the
houfe? and fuch a number of queflions,
that I could not tell, not I, what they
‘would be at! Thinks I, you can’t have
any good reafon, my mafters, for all this
inquifitivenefs?
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inquifitivencfs? You look wery lik¢
catchpoles;- I don’t half like you, " fo
yow’ll not get much out of me! From
one thing to another, -they began to tell
me that they were employed by- fome
very worthy gentleman to difcover a
perfon who had done him a very great
injury, and was, they had reafon to be-
lieve, concealed fomewhere in this neigh-
bourhood. The old fellow then faid,
that, if they could find, and fecure this -
man, but what his name was they did
not choofe to tell, they were to have a
very confiderable reward; and hinting
that if I would help them, I {hould have:
a fhare, they defired I would let them
fearch the houfe. For my part, I hate
all attornies, having fuffered enough
once by one of them; and as to your
bailiffs, and bailiffs’ followers, I°d fain -
- have fuch rafcals dragged through the.
horfepond. So I told them that, whoever-
the perfon was that they wanted, I was.
very fure he could not be at Eaftwood-

E 4 leigh;
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leigh; but that, if he was, I’d fee the
whole tribe of fpiesand fheriffs” officers
at the devil, before I'd help one of them
to take any poor fellow to prifon. Upon
that, the old fwivel-eyed chap began in
his profing way to perfoade me, and,
when he found that would not do, to
threaten me. Then you, Ma’am, came
in, and the impudent fellow thought, I
fuppofe, he could frighten you into or-
dering me to do it. - I never faw fuch a
tuffian. I believe, for my part, that i
i# Jack-Ketch himfelf: but Hedbury
fays his name is Vampyre; that he is an
attorney, and has been the ruin of a
great many families, for that he is the
greateft rafcal in all the country! I I
catch him or the other blackguard
-about the houfe again, I'll {how them
the way through the lower pond—that
they may be fure of.”

Althea now very ferioufly enquired
of Wansford, whether there were any
grounds for believing that the unfortu-

nate
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pate man, of whom thefe fatellites of the:
law were in fearch, was conceated abaut
the houfe? Wansford, with every ap-
pearance of fincerity, declared that there
could be no fuch circomftance, he be-
Jieved it impoffible, and could not ima-
gine what had given rife to fuch a no-
tion.

- Althea then memloncd to him the
tracks of feet that had bcen feen in the
fnow.

“ Yes,” replied he, «my wife fright-
ened herfelf firangely about it; but, after
all, what was it owing to? Thefe very
men, depend upon it. Indeed, they as
good as owned to me, that they had been
about the houfe once or twice. I pro-
mife them, if they venture again, I fhall
fhew them that there is more in the houfe
than they bargain for. I'd no mere
mind thooting fuch pefts to the world
than a couple of mad degs.” :

Althea thought that the bravery of
Wansford was a little ‘mifplaced, and

E5 that
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that it would have been better had he
fhewn more refolution in preventing the
elder of the men from the impertinence
of addreffing himfelf toher. Concesling
however her thoughts, fhe difmiffed
her hoft for the prefent, and attempted °
to lofe the unealy impreffion that this
firange circumftance had left: but it ftill
recurred to her mind; nor coyld fhe for-
bear fpeaking of it, and fuggefting fuch
ideas as arofe about it, to Mrs. Wans-
ford, who, after another day or two had
elapfed, told her, that fhe had taken
every poffible means to difcover_ if
Wansford was_ really engaged in con-
ccaiipg any, one in the uninhabited parts
of the houfe, and that fhe was convinced
he had not. Another and another day
pafled, in one of which Althea vifited
her ancient friend at the cottage. . " The
poor woman told her fhe had kept her
bed, and exprefled in the warmeft terms
her.gratitude for all the kindnefs fhe had
received. . Althea obferved none of that
: . confufion
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confufion and fingularity in her manner
of which the fervant girl had fpoken.
She was low and languid; -but, info me-
lancholy a ftate of defertion, with only
the darkening profpeéls of age, poverty,
and ficknefs before her, fuch deje&tion
was but too natural, and too common.
Once or twice fhe feemed to with to fay
fomething to Althea of more import
than common complaints; and at-length,
on being encouraged to do fo, fhe faid,
that as fhe was fure fhe fhould not out-
live the winter, fhe wifhed the could fee
her nephew, the only relation fhe had,
and that Althea would promife her, that,
inftead of being interred among the pa-
rith poor, fhe fhould be laid as near as-
poffible, or as would be allowed, to the,
family burial place of the Marchmonts,
and near her dear mafter, of whom
when fhe now fpoke, {he feemed more
affe@ed than cver But the old fel-
dom weep!

E6 Whatever
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Whatever was in Althea’s power, fhe
promifed with that genuine goodnefs of
heart which marked all her aions.
She offered too to write to the relation
whom Mrs. Mofely thus named with fo-
hcntude, but learned that he was at'a
great diftance in the fervice of a gentle-
man, who would probably be unwilling
to fpare him; and that, if he would, the
journey would be fo expenfive, that it
would be impoffible for him to under-
take it. To this unfatisfied wifh, there-
fore, Althea could apply no remedy;
but, leaving her penfioner in better fpirits
than fhe found her, returned to her
folitary home, with that felf-content
which always follows the confcioufnefs
of doing good.

On entering the parlour fhe found a
letter on her table. It was from Linda
Everfley; and after fome details relative

“to perfons and affairs much lefs intereft-
ing, the family of Marchmont. was thus
_mentioned—

“You
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¢ You enquire after thofe unfortunate
people the Marchmonts. I know but
lictle of them, as my brother is always
hurt if they are fpaken of; but when I
received your letter I fhewed it to him.
He faid, ¢ Tell Mifs Dacres, that if my
poor friend knew how generoufly fhe
exprefles an intereft in his fate, I am
perfuaded he would forget half its bit-
ternefs—for very greatly did he admire
her, as indeed who dees-not? However,
you may tell her too, Linda, that I hope
he is fomewhat lefs unfortunate than he
has been ; for after feveral unfuccefsful
applications to become a tutor (one of
which was to Sir Audley, offering to
undertake the care -of Mr. Dacres), he
bhas at length found a fituation in Ireland,
not-as a tutor, but with a nobleman
who is improving and planting a confi-
derable eftate, which he has engaged
Marchmont to fuperintend. Heis gone
. to Ireland, as I hear from his mother,
who, ‘with his fifters, remains where fhe
1 : did
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did in Surry.’  So far my ;brother’s
information. goes.—Poor Marchmont
I agrce with you, my dear Althea, that
himfelf and his family are worthy of a
better fate; for I am afraid Mrs. March-~
mont and- her daughters are in'very un-
eafy circumftances. You know that my
brother has more will .than power to
ferve them, for his domeftic unhappx—
nefs isnot at all mitigated.”’ - :

Mifs Everfley then went into the hrf-
tory of her fifter-in-law’s vulgar tyranny.
Althea hurried it over, as one of thofe
incurable evils on which it is painful to
dwell, and returned to lament the fad
deftiny of Marchmont and his family.

s How could my father,” faid fhe;
¢ refufe to accept-him for Mr. Dacres?-.
Where would he bave found a man bet- "
ter qualified? Her concern, that he
was rejefted, was-equalled however by
her furprife that he thould apply to her
father; and when fhe reflefted on the
former repulfe he had met with, -her

heart
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heart bled to think how cruelly fevere
that preflure of adverﬁty? muft be whichr
had reduced his high fpirit- to {ubmit
again to afk a favour of Sir Audley.

If it had been poflible to.add to that
undiminithed and acute regret. with
which Althea always thought of her loft
friend, her more .than mother, it would
have been increafed by her now refleét-
ing, that limited as was that excellent
woman’s power of giving pecuniary af-
fiftance, yet that her aftive humanity
would probably have found the means
of alleviating the fufferings of Mrs.
Marchmont and her children. Althea,
“in imagining all the mortifications, de-
privations, and forrows of that extreme
indigence in which they were repre-
fented to be, looked from the window
where fhe ftood on the pile of building,
of which only a part was {een, but a
part magnificent even in ruins; fhe
calt her eyes over the domain before
- it, denuded and changed as it was, and
then
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then tried to conceive what muft be the
virtue of thofe who- bore with patient
fortitude fo cruel a reverfe,

To thefe thoughts fucceeded that re-
gret, which whatare called the pleafures
of life had never the power of exciting
in the breaft of Althea—that regret
which arofe from her inability to relieve
the diftrefles fhe deplored. Sometimes
fhe almoft determined to write to Sir
Audley, and befeech him to be a friend
to thefe unhappy people. Then fhe
dreaded his ftern repulfe; and recol-
le€ted how improbable it was that he,
whbo would condemn to akind of impri-
fonment his own child, only for refufing
to facrifice herfelf to profpe@s of af-
fluence and ambition, fhould be pre-
vailed upon, by any interceffion, to in-
tereft himfelf for perfons who had .no
other claim upon him but #at poversy
which feemed in his opinion to be a
crime, :
' Among
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Among the various plans that Althea
thus thought of and rejefted, in regard
to the mother and fifters of Marchmont,
it at length occurred to her, that fhe

" might obtain fome information at leaft
about their prefent fituation, if Mrs.
Mofely would write to them; and this
fhe determined to propofe, offering to
a&t as her fecretary—a means by which
fhe thought fhe might introduce herfelf,
‘without impertinence or impropriety, to
their knowledge. This benevolent pro-
je& fhe put into execution the fir-day
that was favourable for her walk: fhe
found on the part of Mrs. Mofely rather .
acquiefcence, than any expreffion of
pleafure. “Itwaslong,” fhe faid, “fince
the had written to her dear ladies—fhe.
knew not whether her doing fo might
not be troublefome.””  Althea, however,
over-ruled every f{light obje&ion; the
letter - was written; and fhe returned
-home, flattering herfelf that fome means
would be found, by which fhe might be-

come



Qo MARCHMONT.

come ufeful to a family in whofe deﬁmy
fhe felt fo deep an intereft. -
While fhe expeéted an anfwer, whlch
could not arrive in lefs than a week or
ten days, Althea returned to her folitary
amufements. The weather was fine and
mild for the {eafon; and her {pirits were
revived, even by that diftant promife of
returning {pring, which is given in thels
tered fitvations fo. early as the middle
of February. In that picce of ground
which had once been a well cultivated
garden, Althea had -hitherto been de-
terred from walking, by its generally
melancholy - and ruinous -appearance;
when the bleak ftorm of mid-winter, or
" its chilling fnows, added to the gloom
which negle& and defolation fpread over
the place. But now the faint tinge of
frefh green, which the fpurges and fome
other early leaves lent to the fpots of
uncultivated earth’ (though mingled in
many places with maffes of -fullen walls);
were cheering to the fight, and tempted -
: ber
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her to enquire if any of the ornaments of
the garden had refited  Stern ruin’s
ploughfhare,”” which had fo deeply pafled

over almoft all the reft of the place.
As no temptation-had urged the fpoils’
ers to bear away the fruit-trees that Jined
‘the thick walls, they flill exifted; and
neglefted and grown heavy with wood,
as they were, a few red buds, nearly ex=
panded, were here and there vifible.
The furface of the broad. gravel walk
that encompafled. the garden was now
covered with mofs; and the borders,
which were divided from it by box,
grown into a low ragged hedge, pro-
duced only. weeds, unlefs in two or three
patches where the warm fhelter of the
proje&ting buttreffes had induced Wans-
ford to fow fome early vegetables. The
efpalier trees were almolft timber; and
the thrubs which had once been planted
in a quarter behind. them, as in a fort of
nurfery, were grown fo large asto over-
fhadow them. At the corners of the
crofs
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crofs walks ftood ancient. heads of rofe-
mary and lavender, overgrown with gray
mofs, and ferving as a fort of {pecimen
of the ftate of gardening in England
when fuch plants were cultivated- with
almoft as much care as is now given tr
the tenderefl exotics.

In the centre of the garden: was the
carved pedeftal of a large {om-dial, bus
the plate wasgone. From thence, a broad
firaight walk, bordered with.evergreens,
of which only a few were alive, led to
the ruins of a green-houfe, which Al
thea had been told opened into a pavi-
lion, where, in the days of their profper-
ous foxtune, the family of Marchmear
dled to entertain their company, or
amule themfelves in the fine evenings of
fummer; for it fooked into the pleafant--
eft part of the then park, where a fmall:
river, pouring down from a high ridge-
of woodland, wound:away to fupply two-.
large ponds within fight of the windows:
but. the coppices were now cut dowm,

and
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and the inconfiderable ftream to the
right loft among tangled bruth-wood,
Yarze, and broom. The doors that led
into this pavilion were now locked:
the ;green-houfe windows had been taken
out and fold; and of the old-orange-
trees, and other plants {o fondly cherith~
ed by the late owner of the place, no
traces remained,fave two or three broken
cafes producing fungufes, and moul-
dering into touch-wood. The few gar-
den tools that Wansford pofleffed, and
fome parcels of garden feeds and dried
herbs faftened to the wall, were now ali
that was to be feen in this {pacious place,
once the abode of innocent pleafure. Al-
thea, comparing its appearance with that
of a magnificent modern confervatory,
the property of a great contrafior whofe
Bboufe near London fhe had vifited ‘with
Lady Dacres, leftit with a figh,and croffed
. what once lay before the front windows
as a parterre. Amoag the grafs and mofs
that were now fpread wover it, a few

crocufes
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crocufes and hepaticas ftill forced their
way, and in two or three places the fnow-
drops had fpread themfelves fo thickly
as to filver the ground in defpite of
obftrufting weeds. Penfively philofo-
phizing, Althea gathered fome of them:
they were hardly blown; but one of the
little. Wansfords, now running up to her,
afked her leave to gather a few alfo, and
then to dig fome up, and put them ina
pot to carry into -the houfe. This
childifh projeét Althea, who .loved to
fee any creature happy, rather encou-
raged. The child called her brother to
help her; the garden pots were colle&t-
ed, filled with earth, and not without
fome labour carried into the houfe.—
Their mother, however, obje&ting to this
portable garden being placed in rooms
where the purpofes of her family ceco-
nomy were carrying on, the children
propofed to put them up in the banquet-
ing-room, where they had fometimes
been permitted to play. This, after fome
: oppofition
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oppofition from their father, they were
allowed to do, and immediately: pro-
ceeded to arrange their new green-heule,
affifted by the maid ;—while Althea, for
whom the fimpleft pleafure had charms,
and who was not forry to take this ep-
portunity of viliting once more a place
of which fhe had fometimes :thought
"with fears that fhe was now half aflhamed
of, went up with.them, and even dire&t-
ed their operations. She- now again
furveyed -the room, which her imagina~
tion had lately filled with. beings more
terrific than fpefires. It gave her.mo -
other idea than that of folitude and
ruin. -She obferved. that the cornices
of this room, as well as the ivy that had
crept. into the hall beneath, would feon
be peopled; for the fparrow and- the
robin had already begun to build among
them. From hence fhe defcended with
her party, for fhe was by no means
courageous enough to go alone, to that
part of the building where Mrs. Wans-
: ’ ford
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ford had thewn her the footfteps in the
fnow: but within there was no appear~
ance that any perfon had been there;
though Althea thought that this room,
lighted by a window projeting from
the thick wall {and where an old
helmet, a halbert, a pair of gauntlets,
and a rufty pike over the great chim-
ney, were the only mowables that -ap-
peared), was the moft defolate and gloomy -
part of the whole houfe. She was now
fatisfied, however, that all the fears fhe
had entertained in common with Mrs.
‘Wansford were unfounded; and that
the dog fhe had feen was, as Wansford
had affured her, a brown terrier which
belonged to fome of the neighbours, and
which he had often feen about the build-
ings. -

“ He comes, I fuppofe,” faid he, care-
lefsly, when Althea memtioned the cir-
cumftance, “* after the vermin, of which
there is enough about this old place
befides rats, which make it impoffible

. for
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fot me to keep any thing in any of thefe
rooms, there are ftoats or weafels that
breed about the holes in.the battered
walls. I faw-one of them t’other day
run acrofs. the paffage.”
-Althea.remembering this, and ﬁndmg
not only the appearance of the animal
fhe had feen' accounted for, but the
noifes alfo which-alarmed the lurking
{fuperftition of Mrs. Wansford, no long.
er felt- any relu@ance to renew her
walks in this great room. Here the good
woman of the houfe, on Althea’s report,
agreed again to bhang her clothes after
a great wafh,
¢ It dries,” fays fhe, ¢ there, as wcll
as if ’twas out upon the -green; and.
then no wet can trouhle -us—fo  that
it would be a thoufand pities to give up. .
fuch a convenient place.”’ .
. From this period the gardening of thc
children, and the «conomy of their
mother’s bleaching operations, occafion~
ed the room to be. frequently vifited,
Var. 11 ¥ Some
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Some days paffed without' any re-
markable occurrence: Althea vifited
her old friend Mi#s. Mofely, and -was
furprifed to find that no ‘letter had
been received from Mrs. Marchmont.
In converfation with the ancient woman,
Althea related the frange circumnifiance
of Vampyre’s inquiry at Eaftwoodleigh.
 Mrs. Molely anfwered coldly, that fhe
had heard of it; and immediately trans.
ferring‘ the difcourfe, .from. the addnels
of the vifit, to the charaBer of the man
who had made it, the faid, that he
was accounted the greateft rogue within
three counties—* Aye, Mifs, and as I
believe in all England~—1 hope it does
not produce his fellow.”’

With the ufual garrulity of her age,
Mrs. Molely then began to tell feveral
ftories about him that had happened
within 'her own knowledge; by which
it appeared, that eertain ruin followed
wherever this difgeace to his profeflion
and to human nature omce infixed bis

empaidoned
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empoiloned fangs;. and that Bis infidiods
friendthip was not. lefs fitel to his ems
ployers, who were always his dupes, than
was his enmity to thefe ngam{t *whont
they engaged him. : :
« Many,”. {aid fhe, “aye, very mmgr

are the poor ‘people whom he has uns
done—who have died in jail-«ahd whole
children have been turned out to begs
gary, or have gone to the parith. :. But,
alas-a-day! nobody had mere reafon to
know what a cruel villain he was than
my late dear mafter; and fure I am, that
Sir Audley Dacres could never-know
what a hard thing he did when he put
any matters againft Mr. Marchmont into
the management of this man. If it had
not been for that, perhaps—but what is
the ufe now of talking? What is to be,
is to be; and what God pleafes to dire&t
is for the beft.”’

. Althea was too much hurt at the idea
that her father had accelerated the ruin

of Mr. Marchmont’s family, to continue
re the
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the-converfation. She bade her folitary
friend .a good -evening, therefore, and
walked penfively homeward, refleéting
how ftrange it was, that, in a country ce-
lebrated for its equal laws, .a fet of men
fhould exift, who, when they are dif-
honeft, contrive by means of the abufe
of thofe laws to infli& more miferies on
individuals than can otherwife be pro-
duced in. human life, fave only thofe
which follow the abfurduy, madnefs, and
wickednefs of war.

CHAP.
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. CHAP. V. '

Sm—
One out of fuits with f;mune.
——

THOUGH fpring now vifibly ad-
vanced, there were fill many difagree-
able and variable days before it was
probable Althea could make thofe ex-
curfions into the country around, which
promifed her the only' pleafure it
was likely to afford her.—The afters
noons now grew long, but there was
little temptation to walk—unlefs in the
banqueting-room or gallery, taking a
book with her, Thither fhe was ge-
nerally accompanied by the little Wans-
fords, whofe cheerful voices as they ran
about relieved (without difturbing her

F3 meditations)
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meditations) that mournful ftillnefs which
would otherwife have reigned in the de-
ferted rooms—ftillnefs, unbroken but
by the evening fong of the robin, or, at
a diftance in the fields, the firft low
chant of the thrufh, which at this feafon
is heard almoft fingly to fing his faint
vefpers to the yet remote fun,

It happened that Althea had one
day received a letter from Linda ‘Ever-
fley, who, having very unexpe&edly
been carried to London by a relatiom
was intoxicated with the pleafure and
giffipation into which, during her fhorg
ftay there, fhe was permitted to enter;
and fhe wrote to Althea ‘a loag detai}
of all the bhad feen, with a lively des
fcription of the parties fhe anticipated. -

Far from feeling any thing like envy,
Althea rejoiced in the fatisfaction of her'
friend; yet, as fhe traverfed the gallery,
fhe cotld hardly help fome involuntary.
comparifons between Aer fituation-and
that of moft other young. women. It

o = was
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was true that it was her own choice;
but the could fcarce refrain from think-
ing Sir Audley cruel, in having given
her no other alternative than this dreary.
feclufion, or a marriage with a man
the detefted. Her refletions were not
cheerful; the afternoen was cold with a.
north-caft wind; and fhe was on the
point of returning to her partour, when
the eldeft of Wansford’s children, a girl.
between nine and ten years old, who.
had been hiding about in the empty
vooms with her brother, came running.
on tiptoe to Althea, and, pale and trem-
bling, whilpered to her, that looking:
through a window in one of the clofets
which bad a view into the end room,
of that fide where fhe: thought her bro-:
ther was feeking for her, fhe faw a man,.
* who ftood leaning near the chimmey.—.
Althea, at once recoMeéling, or fancying,.
that this was the room of which fo many
flories were believed, turned as white.
as her little alarmift—‘« Surely, Nancy,”

. F 4 fald
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faid fhe, « furely you fancy this?—
Where is your brother >—Perhaps you
merely {aw him, while he ftaid to fur-
prife you ?”’ :

¢ Oh, no; indeed,” cried the child,
“ it is no fancy. I fawthe man as plain
as 1 fce you, I am fure I did.—Oh!
let us go call fomebody.””

¢ | believe indeed,” faid Althea, « we
had better go—but, let us fee for your
brother firft—he muft not be left here.”
-« Oh! perhaps this man will kill
him,”” cried the girl.—¢ Ob, dear Mifs,
I am fo afraid! Pray call my brother—
pray lct us go.”

Confufed and haraffed by the wild
expreflions of fear which the child very
naturally uttered, Althea knew not
whether to go or-ftay. She was by.no
means weakly timid, yct her courage was
unequal to the undertaking of verifying
whether the apprehenfions of the terri-
fied ‘girl were well founded.—She now

litened a moment in breathlefs filence;
and
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and then they heard the boy cryy
Whoop!—as a fignal to -his filter,
that, wearied with looking for her, he
was_hid; and that it was her turn to
find him.—Nancy now  cried out, as’
loudly- as her apprehenfions would let
her, that fhe could play no more, -and
that they were going.—The boy heard
her, and came running down the op-
pofite paffage to that from which the
clofet opened where his fifter -had been;
and Althea, bidding them both go down
ftairs, was following them as faft as her
trembling knees would permit, when
Jhe diftin&ly heard a door open—and
then footfteps follow -her towards the
head of ‘the ftairs.—She haltened on,
not' daring to 'look ‘behind her—but
was hardly- got-to the landing-place of
the great flair-cafe (while the two chil-
dren, for the girl had communicated her
alarm- to the other, ran fwiftly through
the hall) before fhe heard a voice, which
faid in a half whifper— Madam! Ma-

F 5 dam!
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dam !—Mifls Dacres!-——hear me but »
moment—I beg of you not to be
alarmed !’

Althea, holding by the balufter,
looked up. She faw, ftanding on the
top of the ftairs, a. ﬁgurc, of which, as
his back was to the light which came
from the open door of the gallery, fhe
could not diftinguifh the face. —She
was now alone in the houfe (for the
¢hildren were already out of hearing);
and in a flate of mind difficult to de-
fcribe, fhe hefitated a moment whether
fhe fhould flop to hear what this man
had to fay, or fly. It was evident that
he knew her—his voice and manner
were fuch as feemed not to indicate any
evil defign. Rapidly thefe ideas paffed
through her mind—while the perfon,
perceiving that the wavered, approached
her.—Althea ftill defcending the ftairs, -
though with lefs fpeed—he fpoke to
her again.— Mifs Dacres,”” faid he,
« will not {urely refufe to hear, for one

moment,
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moment, an unhappy man, whofe life -is,
perhaps, in her power?*’ ,
She now faw his face, and became
riveted to the place where fhe: flood;
for through fome change, which fhe was
in too much confufion to confider;
fhe recollefted the featares and voice
of Marchmont. -
The immediate terror for herfelf was
now fufpended—furprife, and fear of
fome difater to him—a thoufand
fenfations, which it was impoffible
to inveftigate, prevented her {peaking ;
but as fhe no longer teflified any. im
clination to efcape from him, March~
mont defcended the reft of the fairs,
and, approaching her with the air of a’
man ftill afraid of offending or alarm-
ing her, faid—¢ The children, whefe
alarm I heard, will probably bring’ fome:
perfons hither before I can explain
myfelf. My feuation is as extraors
dinary as it is diftreffing; nor ¥s it, Mifs
Dacres, the leeft painfuk of many fad
F6 refleétions,
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refle@tions, that I have occafioned to
you, as I know ‘I have, uneafinefs and .
alarm. You will, however, 1 am fure,
do me the juftice to believe, that [ am
not concealed thus like a robber, amidft
the ruins of my father’s houfe, with
any ill intentions—but through misfor
tunes that have driven me from fo-
ciety.” . ‘ .o
He was proceeding, when voices were
heard without the great entrance.~—* |
fhall be difcovered,” cried he, ¢ and
the evils which for the fake of others
I have fuffered fo .much to avoid muft
new come-upon-me!”. - T
¢ For God’s fake, Sir,” cned Althea,
“ do not hazard it—return, I implore
you, to-your cohcealment—I will en-
deavour . to divert whatever enquiries
may be made.”
- ““You are all goodnefs,” fald March-
mont.—* I have feen enough to con-
vince me that your humanity, your ex-
cellent hcart may be depended.upon,
The
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The higher my admiration of fo' much
_virtue arifes, the more ardently I wifh
to vindicate myfelf from the {ufpicions
. to which this firange concealment may
give occafion, . 1 believe it is in my
power effe@ually to efcape from-any
-prefent purfuit, by ways known only to
mylelf; but I cannot go till you conde-
fcend to promife me the honour of five
minutes converfation once again. Tell
- me—may I hope for it, Madam ?*’
The voices became louder and nearer,
calling Mifs Dacres!-—Althea, hardly
- knowing. what fhe faid, and dreading to
fee this unhappy young man liable to
.the misfortunes that muft follow his
dete&ion, an{wered, with a trembling
voice, ‘* That fthe would be in the ban-
queting—room about the fame hour the
next day.”
Marchmont, thankmg her rather by
a look than by words, inftantly difap-
peared ; and Althea, who imagined, by
the voices of the people of the houfe,
that
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that they were afraid of entering the
hall, croffed it as fmftly as fhe could,

and near the door met Nancy, who
with the maid, and a labourer they had
called from the neighbouring barn, were
waiting without the effe&t of repeating
her hame, for to enter the houfe was an-
nndertaking they dared not venture
upon.” Her countenance was evidence
* enough, even 1o fuch obfervers, of the
terror fhe had been in—but making an
effort to affume compofure, the enqmred.
what was the matter?

‘Hannzh then' explained, that; fright-
ened out of her wits by the report of
the children, who faid they had feen a
man in the houfe who would certainly
kill Mifs Dacres, fhe had called Thomas
from the barn, and they had come to
fee how they could help her. .

Althea, who could not help thinking
what fuch affifiance would have done
for her had there really been danger,
now attempted, as'the only means to

. prevent
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prevent a farther difcovery, to perfuade
the child to believe the had been mif-
taken.—* You are fanciful, Nancy,”
faid fhe, ‘““and muft learn not to give
way to fuch filly fears. There was no
man where you fuppofed. I went my-
felf to fee, and I am forry you have
fo needlefsly called any body.”’—She
then walked quietly into the other wing -
of the houfe, obferving that Thomas,
who remained behind to faften the great
door, trembled as he did it, and haftened
after them as quick as poffible, looking
up to the windows with every mark of
fear and confterpation. When he over-
took Althea, he feemed to furvey her
with marks of aftonithment, as one who
had more courage than belonged to her;
and he whifpered to Hannah, that, what-
ever Mifs might fay, he was fure litde
Nanny had feen fomething;—*“ I know
well enough,”” added he, ““ what my own
mother have tould me, of ftrange things
Ve ﬂlc
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fhe knewed—when fhc lived ous-maid
with the *fquire.”’

Althea, ftill breathlefs, as well from
the effe@s of fear as from her endea-
vours to hide her emotion, haftened to
her own apartment, and, thutting herfelf
in, recalled, with increafing aftonifh-
ment, the circumftances of a difcovery
fo extraordinary.

It happened that neither Wansford
nor his wife was at home; the former,
having fome bufinefls at the town about
five miles off, had gone thither early in
the day, and on account of his lamenefs
was accompanied by his wife. They
were now, however, every moment ex-
petted to return; and Althea had to.
confider how fhe was to a& to conceal
from them what fhe doubted not their.
daughter’s account would engage them
to enquire into. Over the fimple {pirit
of fuch a child fhe imagined: it poffiblé
that fhe might have influence enough,

) to
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to convince her fhe was miftaken; but
as it was not likely the .alarm the
child had received,: and .communicated
to others, fhould not be known to her
mother, Althea thought it would be dif-
ficult,'if not impofhible, long to evade her
enquiries, or appealfe thofe fears to which
the good woman was naturally prone.

. Leaving this therefore to fettle itfelf,
Althea began to refle€t-on what March-
mont had requefted of her, and on the
extraordinary circumftances of his-conw
cealment and appearance. There was
now no doubt but that, in confequence
of thofe debts fo unhappily though fo
_pioufly- incurred, Marchmont - was..re-
duced to -the fad neceflity of feeking
this dreary alylum againt his mercile(s
creditors; and .it was equally certain
that it was of him, Vampyre.and his
myrmidons were in purfait. A .thou
fand fears for his final fafety, now
mingled themfelves with deteftation of
that rufian who molefted.him, and pity
for
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for the forlorn condition to which he
was reduced. Sometimes fhe doubted
the propriety of her keeping the hafty
appointment fhe had made—yet her ge-
nerous fenfibility would not allow hes
to evade it: fhe confidered, that March~
mont would hardly have afked it if he
had not believed fhe could. render him
fome friendly fervice, and fhe remem-
bered how anxioufly flie had wifhed for
means and opportunity of relieving his
unhappy family. As to the latent pas-
tiality fhe had felt for him, fhe bad yet
hardly trufted herfelf to afk what it
meant; or, rather, fhe imputed éntirel‘y‘
to pity for his unmerited misfortunes, -
that complacency- with which the had
accuffomed herfelf to think of kim fince
their accidental interview at Capeiftoke.

She determined then to keep her pro-
miife, which-fhe thought it could not
bBe improper to do. It was. impoffble
Marchmont could have any evil defigns,
and whatever might be the imprudence-
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of meeting thus a perfon almoft a ftranger
to her, the had no fatirical remarks
from others to fear, and her own heart
told her, that fhe meant only. to obey
the diGtates of humanity and benevo-
lence. It was true, that young women
of her age are not, according to the
eftablithed rules, to .truft themfelves
with perfons who may prefume upon
their condefcenfion:—but Althea con-
fidered herfelf as placed in a fingular
fituation, where mere forms ‘might be
difpenfed with; and the looked on
Marchmont as a young man who could
not have any other claims to attene
tion from her, than thofe which every
buan creature in diftrefs has on his
fellow being.
' Having calmed her mind, and taken
her refolution, fhe awaited the return of
her hoft and hoftefs; who no fooner ar-
rived at home, than their little girt
began to tell her mother the terror fhe
- had been in<—and to rekate alfo, that
L Mils
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Mifs Dacres feemed fadly frightened at
firft, but afterwards went herfelf to look,
and faid it was nothing-—no, nothing in
the world but her fancy !

Wansford, who had invariably dif-
couraged fuch fears, -and who had come
home fatigued and out of humour;
fcolded firft at the girl, and then at the
mother, who had, he faid, put fuch a
parcel of nonfenfe in the poor child’s
head, that fthe would grow up fit for
nothing at all, and never be qualified to
earn her bread in the world. He then
fternly bade her be filent; and his wife,
as well as his children, knowing the
neceflity of obedience, the ftory feemed
likely to be ftifled for the prefent; but
before Mrs. Wansford went to bed, fhe
could not help gliding into Althea’s
room, to hear what fhe faid to Nancy’s
flory. Afier fhe had relatéd what the
child had told her, with many exagge-
rations, Althea quietly anfwered, that it
was very true fhe bad been at firft

: alarmed
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alarmed at the little girl’s report; * for
I fancied,’” {aid fhe, ‘¢ that thofe horrid
men, who were here the other day,
might have got into the houfe; but, on
going to the place, I was convinced
there was nobody—] am perfuaded fhe
faw only her brother.—It was dufk, and
fome of the ftories fhe had heard were
in Nancy’s head. You had better not
encourage her in any of thefe fears: in
this inflance, I affure you, they are
gromndlc{é, for 1 examined into the
foundation of her apprehenfions myfelf.”

Mrs. Wansford fhuddered at this ex-
ertion of courage, and left her—far from
being convinced that Nanny had been
miftaken.

CHAP.
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~ CHAP. VI

=

Io sol, fra viventi
L’ afilo, non ho!

AS the hour approached on which Al«
thea had promifed to meet Marchmont,
fhe became fo apprehenfive and unealy,
that fhe could not for a moment res
main in the fame place, but traverfed
the inhabited rooms with fuch vifible
inquietude, that, had not Mrs. Wans-
ford been at that time bufied more than
ufual, fhe muft have obferved it. At
any other period fome contrivance
would have been neceffary to fhake off
the attendance of the children, who
were accuftomed to follow her when -

fbe
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fhe went for her evening walks in the
gardea or gallery; but now the impref-
fion of fear was fo recent-on their minds,
that, inftead of importuning her for per-
miflion to accompany her, they kept
clofe to their mother, and Althea, with
a beating heart, walked flowly and un-
obferved towards the great door of the
old hall, which was, the believed, the
only entance to the deferted buildings.
On reaching it, however, fhe flopped;
recollefting, at that moment, that the
neither knew how to open the door, nor
probably had firength to do it. She
hefitated; but not long, for footleps
were heard within, and the door was
opened by Marchmont,

Althea ftepped haftily in, but the
coilld not fpeak. Marchmont clofed
after ber the great heavy door, and the
notfe of its fhutiing re-echoed through
the vagant rooms.

AmidR the deep deje&tion that vifibly
hung over him, a gleam of plealuse

J lightened
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lightened in the eyes of Marchmont;
yet hardly did he venture to éxprefs
what he felt, before it feemed loft in fad
refle@tions on his condition, and how
different a reception he was giving to
Mifs Dacres from what he might have -
done under other circumftances. -He.
was in the place where his anceftors
had dwelt in affluence and in honour;
but he was himfelf a wretched wans
derer, concealed like a culprit; receiving
a vifit of charity and compaffion from
a young woman, in whom, as he plainly
faw by her countenance and manner,
commiferation was not unmingled with
terror. Senfations fo' full of pain and
mortification he endeavoured to fubdue;
and in a manner the moft refpeétful,
though his voice trembled as he fpoke,
he thanked her for her goodnefs and con<
defcenfion.—** In this wretched fcene of
defolation,”” faid he, * where can I afk
Mifs- Dacres to honour - me w1th her
attention P*’

Althea,
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Althea, who perceived how much he
- was affe@ted, anfwered, with a faint at-
tempt to look cheerful, that place was
altogether immaterial: adding—*¢ Ifyou,
Sir, have, as I fufpe&, refided here
fome time in the prefent condition of
the houfe, it cannot {urely be any great
bardlhip for me to remain, at leaft as
long as may fuffice for me to hear how
I can be fortunate enough to do you -
any fervice.’’ ‘

« 1 will not,” replied Marchmont, as
he led the way up to the great room
where Althea ufually walked—* I will
not attempt, Madam, to exprels how
deeply I am fenfible of your goodnefs
and condefcenfion. The firR moment
I faw you, I believed all I have fince
found to be true of your charafteri—
Your charity to the poor old fervant
who has fhared the calamities of my
family, made the deepeft impreffion on
my mind. With her I found atemporary
afylum; and from her I heard, that

Vour, II, c Mifs
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Mifs Dacres had even the humanity to
intereft herfelf for my mother, for my
fiters; who, in common with myfelf,
have no other recommendation to her
than what we have acquired by misfor-
tune!—Do not, however, imagine that
my knowledge of this your tendernefs
of difpofition has engaged me to intrude
upon it. I know your fituation: 1 ho-
nour, I reverence the noble principles
on which you have preferred a refidence
. in this now dreary and fequeftered {pot,
to the higheft affluence and profperity.
Long, long may that courage, fo con-.
fiftent with female tendernefs and female
-dignity, fupport you in your honourable
refiftance ! -

The vehemence with which this fen-
tence was fpoken, rendered it very un-
like what would have been uttered by
the calm voice of difinterefled friend-
fhip. Marchmont feemed himfelf con-
fcious of it, and, as if he had been
betrayed into an indifcretion, paufed

to
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to recover himfelf.— Althea had nothing’
to reply—and, after a moment’s filence,
he proceeded in a lower tone:

“ Too -well affured, notwithftanding
that reftitude of mind which will fup-
port its pofleflor under almoft every
inconvenience, that you could not fail,
‘Madam, to have uneafinels enough,
amid deprivations fuch as you muft
endure here, and fuffering perhaps from
Sir Audley’s difpleafure—I fhould never,
no, believe me, 1 fhould never have
prefumed to attempt relating to you a
detail of afflictions, (I believe I may
fay) unmerited affli@ions, of which, fince
they cannot be relieved, it muft diftrefs
a mind like yours to hear! ButlI find
that my removal from this wretched
afylum is, from fome late circumftances,
become neceflary. I know not what
will be my final deftiny; but as long,
very long imprifonment it will be hardly
poffible for me to avoid, as' 1 may never
again enjoy the honour of {peaking to

G2 you,
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you, I could not determine to throw
myfelf upon my fate, without attempting
to appeafe thofe alarms which my en-
forced concealment, added to the le-
gends which always belong to fuch
houfes as this, have very naturally con-
tributed to give, even to a mind guarded,
as I am {ure yours, Madam, is, by rea~ _
fon and refleftion. 1 cannot render
this forfaken place worthy of one whe
would be the lovelieft ornament of a
_palace; but, by explaining what I know
muft have given you occafional in-
quietude, T may at leaft prevent sthofe
apprehenfions which muft lend .addi-
tional gloom to thefe forlorn {cenes.
May 1 alfo without prelumption add,
- that, amid the misfortunes which I go
to meet, I fhall feel a-great fatisfa&lion
in knowing that ‘my .condu&, which I
know has been, and will be ftill more
mifreprefented, is at leaft explained to
one on whofe good opinion I fet in-
finite value? and that, perhaps, while I

: am
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am condemned by many, unpitied by
others, and negletted by all, Mifs Da-
cres will not think that misfortune is
guilt, and will remember me with fome
concern.”’—His heart feemed now- al-
moft too full for utterance; but he re-

covcred himfelf inftantly, and went on:
« It is not to many people 1 would
dppeal for their pity—it is not from
many people I would accept it. Bue
sours, Mifs Dacres, will be moft footh-
ing to a heart which is even at this early
period of life outraged by a cruel world.
And alas, Madam! ‘driven as 1 am from
my family, not allowed €¢ven to afford
them the proteftion they want; an exilé
from fociety, and compelled either to
live as a wretched vagabond, or {ubmit
to fee my whole life wafted within the
walls of a prifon—it is long fince I
bave dared to feek the fad confolation
of relating my forrows; long fince I
have heard one friendly fentence, unlefs
from that helple(s folitary old fervant
c3 whofe
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whole wants you have with fo much hu-

manity fupplied. I believe you are ac-

quainted with fome of thofe circum-

ftances which have reduced my family,

from affluence as great as is often enjoy-

ed by private gentlemen, to the ftate we

are now in. Since the death of my

poor father I have lived in a continual

ftruggle with adverfity. It will, it muft

atlength overwhelm me. But if I could'

have faved my mother, my fifters, amidft-
the wreck, I fhould not have devoted

myferlfin vain! Believe me, Mifs Dacres,

no intereft lefs dear than theirs, fhould

have compelled me to fubmit to the dif- -
-grace of thus ignominioufly fkulking
from the purfuit of the harpies, who have
a legal right to take from me—almoft
all I poflefs—the privilege of breathing
the air, and feeing the light of Heaven.
But I have been flattered by hopes; I

have been lured into this degrading con~
C.eglmem by the expeation that a little
time might appeafe the malignity of my
purfuers;
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purfuers; that they would be prevailed
upon, by the interpofition of Mr. Ever-
fley (the only friend who has, as far as
was in his power, adhered to me), to
give me time to try what I cando for
their fatisfaion by my indufiry. To
await the event of his attempts I fub-
‘mitted to hide myfelf, though he was
not himfelf acquainted with, or even
fulpe@ed, the place of my retreat. But
my poor mother, who alone was privy
to it, has very lately acquainted me that
the two creditors who purfue me with
fo much rancour are now more invete-
rate than ever. And indeed I knew I
had little to expe&t from their mercy,
when [ found that, while they appeared
to liften to the mediation of Mr. Ever-
fley, they let loofe upon me that fiend,
. who, inthe fhape of an attorney, embit~
tered the laft fad moments of my father;
and, before his poor remains were con-
veyed to their place of reft, had taken
meafures to turn into the world unfhel-

G 4 tered
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tered and pennylefs his widow and his
children that mifereant (for it debafes -
the fpecies to call him man), who ad-
vifed them to ftop the cold alhes of my
parent in their way to interment; and to
accépt no terms but thofe of my binding
myfelf for the debt, which he believed
thy friends would pay rather than that
E fhould be hurried to prifon.”

. ¢ And this wretch,” faid Althea, tak-.
ing advantage of a.fhort paufe, “ this
Vampyre was, | fear, firff empowered to
“purfue and opprefs you by my father,
byiSir Audley Dacres ?**

- “ Not exattly fo,” replied March-
mont. “ The villain was one of many of
thofe agents whom the father of the pre«
fent Lady Dacres was ufed to employ.in
bis money tranfaftions, one of which
you know put his heirefs, and in her
right Sir Audley, into pofleflion of this
houfe and eftate. I do not blame Sir
Audley himfelf, becaufe, had he from
any motives of generofity been difpofed

' to
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to remove the affairs that concerned ug
from the harpy talons of this venomous
reptile, he might not have had it in his’
power; for never yet was the wretch
known to relinquifh an employment,
while he could by chicane and fraud
extort a guinea from his employer. And
indeed, had it been otherwife, I had no
claim on the forbearance of Sir Audley
Dacres. He never gave me¢encourage=
ment to hope for his fayour; he faw me
unfortunate, and it requires more time
than he probably had to fpare to diftin-
guith imprudence from misforiune. There
are, to whom . poverty always wears the
femblance of blame.”’

Althea fighed deeply, but did not in<
terrupt him.

«“] do not however mean to fay,”
continued Marchmont,  that Sir Aud-
ley. is of that difpofition. His being fo
nearly related to Mifs Dacres would for
ever make him refpeftable in my eyes.

G5 " . But
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But pardon me, I wander from my fub-
je&t .
“ Vampyre, this attorney, was em-
powered to arreft me; and he muft, I
believe, have employed under fome falfe
pretence, and engaged by the promife
of confiderable reward, the myrmidons
of the police, or he could never have
traced me as he did to the cottage of
Mrs. Mofely ; where I had hardly been
concealed a week, before I found it was
befieged by that unfeeling fpecies of the
fatellites of law who live on the miferies
of the unhappy debtor. Ihad no coun-
fel but a fick and feeble old woman, who,
when fhe found .that to- be fafe in her
- little hovel was impoffible, advifed me
to have recourfe to the parts of this
houfe which had been contrived to
conceal fugitives of a very - different de-
fcription. I knew them well, and was,
perhaps, the only perfon who did know
them. Ah! how little I everthought, in
the happy days of my childhood and
early
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early youth, that I fhould ever linger
~ about the paffages which I had frequent-
ly explored with a fort of melancholy
curiofity, as the afylum of the ruined
Cavaliers, and even the unhappy exiles
of royal blood, whofe hiftory I have
often confidered with pain, mingled with
a degree of that hereditary pride which
my father had perhaps too much pleafure
in encouraging; while I refle€ted on the
fthare my family had in fcenes which I
do not now fee quite in the fame light

as I was then taught to behold them !
¢« I dared not then, Madam, I dared
not implore your affiftance, though from
your humanity towards poor Mofely I -
believed I fhould have found it; but to
fecure the coincidence of Mr. Wans-
ford was abfolutely neceffary. He had
the charafter of an honeft man—I knew
he had been a faithful fervant in your
family during the life of your mother.
Something was to be hazarded; and I
was fo befet by the followers of Vam-
c6 pyre,
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pyre, that no other efcape appeared
prallicable. I ventured then to entruft
to Wansford the truth of my fituation.
The man heard it with that difpofition
which belongs to an unadulterated Eng-
lifh fpirit. He detefted the malignant
tyranny of the two rich men, who with-
out any poffible advantage to themfelves
purfued me merely to gratify the rage
of difappointed avarice. . He had him-
felf {uffered from fome of the lower re-
tainers of the law. He knew enough of
Vampyre’s charafter to hold him in that
fort of abhorrence which an honeft mind
feels towards cunning and cruelty; and
he faw no prejudice that could happen
to himfelf from affording me the afylum
I afked, which was merely permiiﬁon to
bring a mattrefs and bed-clothes into one
of thofe fmall recefles (for they can
hardly be called rooms), which have
been contrived amid the thick walls' of
this old building. There are three of
them, wide of each other, but commu-

' ' nicating
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nicating by paffages fo narrow as to ad.
‘mit but one perfon at a time, and
in fome places by fteps fo fteep that
only an aftive man could pafls them,
Into the leaft damp of thefe I contrived,
by the affiftance, or rather the con-
nivance, of Wansford, to convey fome
firaw, a mattrefs, and fuch other ne-
ceffaries as might fecure from the effeéis
of great cold and humidity a man brought
up to a more delicate manner of life
than he has lately been accuftomed to.
Adverfity is an excellent and radical
cure for the errors that fond parents
often commit in the education of an only
fon. :
¢ By the fame means the faithful fer-
vant who was brought up with me from
a boy, and on whom I cannot prevail to
feek another mafter, conveyed to me
requifite food. - He equipped himf{elf in
a round frock, cut off his hair, and ex+
changed his ufual clothes for the coarfeft

of thofe worn by the peafants; and thus
changed
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changed in appearance, he paffed for the
nephew of Mrs. Mofely,and took a lodg-
ing in the next village, from whence he
ufed to creep of a night with fuch food
as he could purchafe without fufpicion,
going, or rather pretending to go, duritig
the day, to his labourin a diftant parifh.
“ Itis now a month fince I embraced
this manner of life, ratherin compliance ,
with the withes of my mother. than be-
caufe I preferred it myfelf to the im-
prifonment that awaits me. But the
vifit that about ten days fince that
blood-hound Vampyre paid to my hu-
mane prote&tor Wansford, left hardly
any doubt but that I had been traced
hither: and though the refolute refufal
of Wansford to admit thofe wretches to
fearch the houfe has made their fuccefs
rather more remote and difficult; yet,
having once got {cent of me, I know it
cannot be long before | muft either quit

my concealment, or be taken in it.”’
Althea

Dbt £
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Althea now, in a tremulous voice
that marked how much fhe was affe&ted,
enquired whether, fince the private paf~
fages and retreats in the houfe weré fo
fecure from the vifits of thofe who were
not acquainted with them, he might not
ftill remain undifcovered ?

Marchmont replied, “ I poffibly might,
though - the exiftence of fuch hiding-
places is too well known to make them
very fecure againft a ftri€t fearch; but
I fear,”” added he, with a faint attempt
at cheerfulnefs, « that the fiege would
inevitably be turned to a blockade, ‘and
that the garrifon would be ftarved into.a
furrender; for my poor purveyor, Fen-
church, has lately been alarmed with an
account, that as he is a firanger he is be-
lieved to be a deferter from Plymouth;
and that a man who is employed in the
imprefs fervice at a village on the fea-
coaft has declared it fhall foon be feen
what he is. This muft be a manceuvre
of Vampyre’s. The poor fellow, though
: there
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there is no difficulty or danger that he
would not encounter in my fervice, is
terrified at the idea of being forced away,
and detained on board thip—while, my
fupplies failing in his abfence, I muft
quit my concealment, and yield without
farther refiftance to my purfuers.”
Althea heard with increafing concern
this threatened accumulation of cala-
mity. Marchmont continued to fpeak.
« Already, perhaps, my unfortunate
companion in adverfe fortune may have
fallen into the fnare; for fince the even
ing before yefterday he has not appear-
ed.”
“ Good God!” exclaimed Althea,
“ you have been, and are then, perhaps,
without neceflary fuftenance - <
¢ Not altogether fo—I never was fo
improvident as to be wholly without;
for 1 forefaw that many accidents might
happen to impede pun&ual fupplies. 1
have not, it is true, fared very fump-
tuouﬂy but why fhould not I, who am
reduced
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reduced to a condition even below that
of the peafant who labours for his daily
bread, but whois free and independent—
why fhould not I learn to live as fcantily
as he does ?”

Though he faid this in a cheerful
voice, Althea, looking at him as he {poke,
could hardly refrain from tears.

“ Will you allow me,” faid fhe, ta
fend you (unlefs I may invite you to
fhare it in my parlour) a part of my
fupper? 1 beg your pardon for ufing the
‘word fend—I would not for the world
hazard any thing of that fort—but will
you fuffer me to dring you fome kind of
food, better than [ fear you can now
bave ? Confider me, Sir, as one of your
fifters, and believe that neither of them
could be more rejoiced than I fhall be
to contribute fuch relief as can now be
found in a fituation fo painful, and which
you fo little merit.*”’

While fhe fpoke thus, Marchmont

gazed at her with an expreffion in bis
countenance,
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countenance, to which words can do but
little juftice.
« It feems,”” faid he in a low voice,
“ it feems as if the heavieft evils of life
are mitigated and foftened—perhaps that
they may be the longer endured. Your
~ generous compaffion, Madam, would be
a panacea for greater evils than I en-
dure: but, when it becomes painful to
you, as I think I plainly perceive it is,
1 dare not afk its continuance. I ought
rather to withdraw myfelf, and to in-
trude upon you no more. . ... ”
As if unable to go on, he now paufed
—while Althea, who fancied fhe heard
footfteps- below, and trembled left he
fhould be furprifed, befought him eager-
.1y not to think of any thing but his own
fafety..

-« If,”* faid fhe, “ your fervant fhould
have been taken, as his long abfence
makes but too probable, may it not lead
to a difcovery P—At the very idea of
the wretch whom I faw the other day,

my
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my foul recoils, Every thing is furely
to be endured rather than that you fhould
be in his power. Tell me, Sir, I beg
of you, what you propofe P—what I can
do for you "’

The voice of Althea betrayed her
agitation, and Marchmont recovered
himfelf.

“ I am afhamed,” faid he, « of my
weaknefs; and fhocked that I have thus
difturbed you. - ‘You afk me, moft amia-
ble Mifs Dacres, what is my defign?
Alas! I would afk counfel of you; for
in truth I know not how to a&. For
my mother’s fake, whofe heart will be.
quite broken by my imprifonment, I
would avoid it—but, alas! how ?—If
Fenchurch is taken, as I very much fear,
I cannot remain here—and even if he
has been detained only by fome accident,
-1 believe my concealment is now too
much fufpefted long to avail me. I
would quit it, therefore, in the night, and,
making my way to the neareft fea-port,

: ~ endeavour
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endeavour to efcape from the inhumam
purfuit of men, with whom my f{urrender
can gratify nopaflion but vengeance.—
Yet even to this there are obje€lions. . ..
Indeed I know not how I could leave
England but as a foldier or a failor; and
to my becoming either one or the other,
it feems as if my. mother had almofk as
ftrong objeftions asagainft my incurring
the horrors of perpetual confinement.”” -

Althea too well underftood, however
he evaded naming, the reafons that pre-
vented his quitting England otherwife
than in fome military capacity—that he
had neither means of paying for his paf-
fage, nor his fupport, whltherfoever he
might be driven. :

_ She now ran.overin hermind, though
in a hurried way, the poffibility of her
affifting him in this cruel exigence-—but
again fancying fhe heard perfons walking
beneath the windows of the room, and
fecing it was already evening, and that
it would be impoffible for him to deter-

: mine
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mine on any plan that night, fhe became
{olicitous for his prefent fecurity, and
that he might not be longer a fufferer,
from the abfence of his fervant, as to the
aBlual neceflaries of life. Colle&ing,
therefore, all her courage, fhe faid,

“ Allow me, Sir, to propofe to you
to return for this night to your fad cell—
to-morrow morning I will do myfelf the
pleafure of feeing you again, if you will
permit me; and in the mean time pray
tell me, if you can devife any fafe way
by which neceflary food may imme-
diately be conveyed to you ‘

¢ How very good you are,” faid
Marchmont, * to be my purveyor! and
how little do I deferve fuch kindnefs
from you, to whom I know I have long
been a fource of fear, and am now
likely to be the caufe of trouble! Be
not alarmed,”’ added he, feeing by her
countenance that fhe apprehended fome
intrufion, “I believe I am pretty fecure
for this eyening; and fince yourlong ab-

fence
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fence may perhaps raife fome uneafinefs
in the good woinan of the houfe (from
whom, for what reafon I know not, her
hufband feems very anxious to keep the
fecret of my concealment), I will moft
thankfully accept your generous pro-
pofal of half an hour’s converfation to-
morrow morning: and now, if you have
courage to truft yourfelf with me, I-will
fhew you a way by which, without going
through the hall, or any of the vifible
paflages, this part of the houfe bas a
communication with -that you inhabit.
Althea profefling her readinefs to follow
him, fince fhe thought it lefs hazardous
for him than her being let out at the hall
door, he removed the damaged picture,
which, as has been mentioned, refted
againft the wainfcot in the banqueting-
room; and, pufhing afide a pannel of
the lower part of it, a dark and narrow
paﬁ’age appeared, juft capable of admit-
ting one perfon at a time. Marchmont
defcended intoit by two deep fteps; and

Althea,
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Althea, not without fome dread, which,
however, fhe was athamed of, followed
him. v :

He led her along an avenue, equally
dark and narrow, into a room which
was not among thofe fhe had been fhewn
by Mrs. Mofely, but more gloomy than
any of them, and the evening was now
clofing in. Marchmont felt her hand
tremble as he held it, and faid—

“ How much I am obliged to you for
your noble confidence! I fear this way
is very unpleafant to you; but, however,
it is very fhort.””

So faying, he opened the door of
what appeared to be a large old wainfcot
prefs; and urging with fome force his
foot againft the fide, it gave way,' and
delivered them into another obfcure but
fhort paflage, -and from thence into the
room where Wansford kept his fmall
ftores, fuch as malt, winter roots, and
wheat, which he had by various con-

trivances
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trivances fecured from the vermin that
the houfe was infefted with. '

‘¢ You fee,” cried Marchmont,  that
I am not fo deftituze of the power of
procuring provifions as you imagined;
and that here, like a true prodigal, |
might feed on hufks and on roots.”’

Althea could not anfwer his plea-
fantry, fo deeply was fhe affected by his
fituation; but fhe eagerly enquired whe-
ther, by this avenue, Wansford could
not convey hijm food ?

I have never yet propofed it,’’ an-
{wered he, ¢ becaufe I have never yet
been quite deftitute; and I knew it was
hardly poffible for him conftantly te
fupply me, without betraying to his wife
a fecret which he feemed to dread her
knowing.” ‘

“ But to-night,” faid Althea, * may
I leave here what you have undoubtedly
occafion for ?*’

“I certainly fhall not die of reple-
tion,” anfwered he, « if I do not re-

‘. | -
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ceive your bounty; for my fare has
been to-day and yefterday rather harder
than ufual: but if I go fupperlefs to
bed, fate will not deal worfe with me
than fhe does continually with thofe who
have toiled all day.”

Althea ho vever, finding'that the could
thus fupply him, infifted upon his re-
‘maining concealed near the room till
the could return; andthen with a palpi-
#tating heart haftened to her own bed-
chamber ; where taking off her hat and
cloak, fhe affected to go down to her
parlour, as if juft returned from walk-
ing, and, ringing the bell, ordered her
fupper. - '

Mrs, Wansford, who immediately at-
tended, exprefled fome wonder at her
ftaying out- o late, and ftill more that
fhe had not heard her come in. Althea
gave {light anfwers to her queftions; and
faying that fhe had been for along walk,
which had given her an unufual appetite,
Mrs. Wansford beftirred herfelf to pro-

Vor. I, H duce
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duce fuch cold provifions as fhe had.
Althea having concealed as. much of
them as fhe could, fent the reft away,
and under pretence of fatigue haftened
to her room. Then, after- a moment’s
paufe, with light but faltering fteps, the
hurried towards that where Marchmont
waited for her; for, knowing that Mrs.
Wansford’s fears prevented her ever
vifiting this room, he had not concealed
himfelf. He weuld -have thanked his
trembling benefaérefs; but fhe entreated
him, in a whifper, not to fpeak; and
glided - as fwiftly as pofbible away ;. fear-
ing left her hoftefs, whofe bed-room
was at the oppofite end of the paflage,
-fhould difcover her before fhe could
make good her retreat.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII. ,

-ll

Povera affetti mieil
Se non fanno impetrar dal tuo bel core
Picta, fc non amorel

ALONE in her own room, Althea
colleGted her confufed and diffipated
thoughts. The firft furprife fhe had
felt now gave way to the pity, refpe&,
and apprehenfion for his fafety, with
which the manner and the narrative of:
Marchmont had infpired her, mingled
with a fenfe of the impropriety of her
own fituation ; of which the would pro-
bably have been lefs painfully fenfibde,
had fhe not been confcious that there
was fomething more than compaffion in

He2 the
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the extreme concern fke felt for March-
mont.

Befides the too great probzbility tkere
was, that the fiend who hung with fuch
unappealable rancour on the purfuit
would foon force him from his conceal-
ment, Althea dreaded left even from
that remote fpot the whifper of malig-
nity might reach ber father and Lady
Dacres; and fhould that happen, it might
be of the utmoft prejudice to March-
mont, and create in regard to herfelf
Tufpicions and opinions which it might
never afterwards be in her power to
oblitcrate.

A young man of Marchmont’s de-
fcription concealed for a long fpace of
time'in a houfe of which fhe was the
‘oftenfible inhabitant, mult give rife to
much fcandal were it known; and fince
it was fufpefted by Vampyre, it was but
too probable that he would affert it, and
convey the affertion fomehow or other
to Sir Andley (to whom indeed he was

known),
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known), in the hope that by the means
of his interference Marchmont might be
driven from hisalylum, and, by the dif-
pleafure his feeking it might. create,
raife another powerful and vindittive
enemy in the perfon of Sir Audley
Dacres.

- ‘Tormented and perplexed by thefe
thoughts, Althea could -not' determine
what advice fhe fhould give to the un-
fortunate fugitive. . It feemed beft to
propofe his quitting England—yet where
.could he obtain mopey, and whither
fhould he go?—The latter queftion it
was, perhaps, eafier to anfwer, even in
the prefent confufed ftate of affairs on
the continent, than it was to fay, where
he fhould find the means of conveying
himfelf thither—fince, though he did
not confels it, fhe was convinced by
_ his manner that his pecuniary exigences
were fuch as made his attempting fuch
a journey impoffible. L
H 3 With
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With that timid deference to the
opinion of the world, which is an amia-
ble feature in the charaéter of a young
woman, Althea had alfo that ftrength of
mind that enabled her to be decided
when her underftanding and. confcience
told her fhe was right. In confidering,
therefore, how far fhe could in this way
affift him, fhe put afide every other re-
fletion. but thae of the plealure it would
give her to refcue a fellow-creature from
fo cruel a fate as that which hung over
Marchmont. For any deferving perfon
fhe felt that fhe would have made the
fame exertion: yet fhe did neot deny
even to herfelf, that the perfonal merit
of Marchmont, the promife of profper-
ous fortune fo cruelly difappointed, his
filial piety, and the fair espefations of
his youth unhappily blafted, contributed
to produce in his favour a more lively
intereft than fhe would have been fen-
fible of for almoft any other being.

. On
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On examining her ftock of money,
which fince her refidence at Eaft Wood--
leigh fhe had but little diminifhed, fhe
found it confifted of twelve guincas,
and two Bank notes of twenty pounds
each (the remains of fifty pounds, which -
fhe had been paid out of Mrs. Trevyls.
lian’s property), and twenty-five which-
Sir Audley had given. her for the ex-
pences of her journey: fince which he
had never fent her any fupply, fuppofing
(if he thought about it at all) that at
Eaftwoodleigh fhe could have no occa-
fion for money; and it was true that,
except her little charities, fhe had neither
wifh nor opporsunities of indulging in any
expence. :

Of the fum then in her poffeffion Al-
thea could well fpare five-and-forty
guineas, which fhe thought might, with
fome fmall fum he probably poflefled
himfelf, be fufficient to fecure the retreat
of Marchmont to Holland or France.
Bat fhe forefaw, that to offer it to him

H 4 “would
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would be a matter of extreme delicacy.

She doubted whether any thing could

engage him to accept it; and fhe fore-

faw that, if he did not, the fuppofition
that remaining where he was, was dif-

agreeable to her, would haften his quit-
ting Ealtwoodleigh at whatever bazard;
~—an apprehenfion which acquired new
force, as fhe recolle@ted fome of thofe
broken fentences which, half uttering,
he feemed fuddenly to reprefs. They
were indeed the effeét of that unde-
feribable variety of fenfations which
paffed through his mind. He knew that,
as far as related to Althea, his fituation
under the fame roof was altogether im-
proper; and to hazard any injury to her,
no confideration that had for its obje&t
only his perfonal fafety could have en-
Kaged him.  Yet having once yielded to
the pleafure of feeing her, and now of
converfing with her; hearing her voice,
and reading in her intelligent eyes that
‘.he Was even more interefted for him
e than
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than fhe wifhed to avow, he had not
courage to tear himfelf away, though
confcious that to ftay at all was impro-
per—to ftay long impofiible.

While this conteft continued in the
breaft of Marchmont, Althea was on her
part ftudying how fhe might induce him
to accept what fhe was fure he muft
greatly want; and no other means oc-
curred to her, but to contrive that
Wansford fhould convey it to him with-
out his knowing from whence it came.
This, however, was an expedient which
fhe could not think of adopting without
reluftance; and fo many were the ob-.
jettions to it which arofe, that at length-
fhe determined to poftpone any arrange-.
ment of this matter till fhe had again,
feen and converfed with Marchmont.

She haftened, therefore, to. this con-.
ference with every precaution- that was:

~neceflary to miflead the curiofity of Mrs.,
Wansford, who beclieved her going to
make one of her charitable vifits, at the
HS cottage.
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cottage. Marchmont was impatiently ex-
pe&ting her; and fhe was let into the
hall unperceived by any of thofe whofe
obfervation fhe defired to avoid.

The comfortlefs ftate in which he had
now fo long remained, and anxiety
which every hour increafed, had occa-
fioned, even fince Althea parted with
him the preceding night, a great altera-
tion in the appearance of the unfortu-
nate young man.—His eyes were hol+
low and funk, his face pale, and Althea
thought he feemed perfonally to fuffer,
though he did not complain. He ad-
drefled her with a melancholy folemnity,
thanked her for this additional proof of
her goodnefs of heart, and then faid—.

¢« It is not fit, Mifs Dacres, that fo un-
fortunate a being as I am fhould trefpafs
thus on that goodnefs.  Since: I had the
honour of feeing you laft, I have tho-
roughly confidered my fituation; and I
have determined to fubmit to the igno-
miny of it no longer.—If fuch are the

laws.
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laws of my country, that from even an
unoffending debtor as I am, nothing will
fatisfy thofe Jaws but that I fhould termi-
nate my life in prifon, there will be lefs
difgrace furely in yielding to my deftiny,
than there is in the mifery of thus fhifting
from place to place—a burden to the
few who have humanity to be interefted
for me—a burden to myfelf.

“ My mother, my dear unhappy mo-
ther! will {fubmit with fortitude when
fhe knows the worft, and knows it to be
unavoidable.. To inevitable evils they
fay that the human mind moft -eafily ac-
commodates itfelf; and when I am con-
finéd the will learn, that our refiftance is
vain, and that our projeéls are at an end.
She will be wretched, I know, but uncer-
tainty and folicitude will be no more.- I
fhall vet exift—I may fee her and my
poor fifters. - Perhaps I may find means to
fubfit in confinement, as hyndreds of
others are known to fubfift;” and one
chance will yet remain, towards which

H6 my
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my family may look with hope. At fome
period or other, if humanity fhould touch
the hearts of thofe who have the power,
at the inflance of that generous * man
who is the pride and honour of his.coun~
try, an a& of infolvency may releafe
me—releafe me,”” added he with a deep-
drawn figh, “ to the privilege of being
a beggar in the world at large!”’

Althea heard him with the deepeft
concern, yet was by no means .pre-
pared to controvert his reafoning. After
a moment’s filence, however, fhe ven-
tured timidly to enquire whether nothing
could be thought of to avoid fo painful,
fo fad an experiment, as that of putting
himfelf into the hands of thefe pitilefs
men, to anfwer no poffible purpofe.

*“Surely,” faid fhe, your friend
Mr. Everfley might and would affift you.”
For at that moment it occurred to Al-

thea, that by his means fhe could con-

L I 3 »
t is hardly ueceflary to name Lord Moira,

vey
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vey to Marchmont the pecuniary help
fhe wifhed to engage him to accept.

« Everfley I’ repeated Marchmont,
with quicknefs— No—that cannot be.
.Everfley is an excellent man. I owe
him a thoufand obligations, but they
have coft him too dear. 1 know how
much uneafinefs I have been the occa-
fion of, and nothing on earth fhould in-
duce me to repeat it—Befides, there are
other reafons. ....... My friend is
affluent indeed, but I do not envy him:
Poor fellow ! he is rather an obje&t of
pity. Deftitute as I am, the fate of
Everfley excites my compaflion. He
does not know, for I had many rea-
fons for my concealment, where I naw
am.”

Althea was on the point of betray-
ing herfelf, by faying that fhe heard
he was in Ireland from Linda Everfley.
But recolletting herfelf, fhe continued
filent. Marchmont renewed the con-

verfation,
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verfation. He even forced a languid
{mile as he faid—

¢ And {uppofe that the inveterate ma-
lignity of thefe men, who, like Shylock,
infift upon their bond, which they know
I cannot pay—fuppofe it urges them
to the greateft extremities? I am of a
race, of which many members have been-
imprifoned, though not indeed for quite
the fame caufe. You recolle&, perhaps,
a.beautiful little piece of poetry *, writterr

by

* In Wood’s Athenz, page 228, Vol. II, may be
feen at large the affefting flory of this elegant writer,
who, having been diftinguifhed for every gallant and
polite accomplifhment, the pattern of his own fex, and
the darling of the ladies, died in the loweft obfcurity,
wretchednefs, and want, in 1658.—Parst of the Seng
follows :

¢ When Love with unconfined wings
Hovers within my gates,

And my divine Althea brings
To whifper at my grates ;

‘Whea
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a Colonel Richard Lovelace, who
s imprifoned in the Gate-houfe . at
eftminfter for adherence to his un-
»py mafter. He was the brother of
- father’s grandmother. He died ‘in
:at obfcurity, and poverty. My fate
d his may probably in many inftances
alike,”

Althea inftantly recolle€ted the lmes,
d the name of Althea, by which the
fortunate Lovelace celebrates his mif-
f3; a coincidence which ftruck her
tha thoufand indefcribable fenfations;

When I lie tangled in her hair,
And fetter’d with her eye,
The birds that wanton in the air

Know no fuch liberty,

Stone walls do not a prifon make,
Nor iron bars a cage;

Minds innocent and quict take
That for an hermitage :

If 1 have freedom in my love, .

" And in my foul am free,

Angels alone that foar above

Enjoy fuch liberty,”

though
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though it was, fhe thought, poffible that
it was mot on account of that coinci«
dence brought forward by Marchmont.
She felt, however, her cheeks dyed with
bluthes; and to conceal her confufion
the pafled lightly over the anfwer, ‘and
recurred again to Mr. Everlley.

« Since you are fo good,”” faid fhe,
¢ as to allow me to take an intereft in a
fitwation which even thofe- who have
not the pleafure of knowing you muft:
lament, {uffer me to confult with Mr..
Everfley. Iam no firanger to the re-
_ftraint he labours under from the un-
happy temper and narrow prejudices of
his wife; but by means of his filter I am
fure we may correfpond on the poffibi-
lity of ferving you, without rendering
him liable to her ill-humour.’?

« I cannot exprefs, Mifs Dacres,” in-
terrupted Marchmont, “ how much I
feel your goodnefs; but there are ob-
je&tions—invincible, unconquerable ob-
jedtions. « . . . . Itisimpoffible,” added

. he,
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he, * to trouble you with them: but be
affured, that if I had any thing to hope
from his friendfhip, -without committing
my friend, I would not hefitate :—as it is,
I muft take my refolution, and already
1 feel that I ought not to have given
you the concern I have done. I am
confcious that I have alted wrong—and
yet, perhaps, if I dared relate at .length
the circumftances that have led me into
this, the narrative wight, to fuch amind
as yours, plead my apology.”

“ None .is neceffary, Sir,” faid Al
thea in a low voice; “ [ beg you will
not think of me, unlefs it be how I can
render you any fervice in regard to your
prefent difficulties. I am very much
afraid, from the detention ef your fer-
vant, that they may multiply around
you; and I own, my horror of the man
~ they call Vampyre is fuch, that nothing
would give me more pain than that he
fhould make another vifit here more fuc-
cefsful than the laft.”

“ Far:

-~
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“ For that reafon,” replied March-
mont, “ it were on all accounts wifer to
meet, rather than to await the evil; and
I truft I have, by refle&tion, fo far fub-
dued the rage and indignation that this
villanous fellow ufed to excite, that I
fhall calmly acquielce in an inevitable
misfortune, without too much confides-
ing the infamous agent.”
© < Surely,” faid Althea, ¢ it weuld
be better were you to attempt efcaping
to the continent till fome fettlement can
be brought about. 1 think I have heard
you have relations in France ?**
© ¢ Yes,” anfwered Marchmont; “ a
branch of my family are naturalized
there. But if you confider, Maddm, the
anceftors from whom the Baron de La-
vergnac is defcended, you will imme-
diately conclude, that if he fill remains
on his eftate, of which I have many
doubts, it is but little in his power to
afford prote&tion to a firanger—and a
" ftranger, whofe country alone would now
rendcr
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render him liable to imprifonment. And
whether I am to pafs my life in the Fleet,
or the Abbaye—whether I am to exift -
under the tyranny of Robefpierre, or a
viftim .to the chicanery of Vampyre,
feems to me a matter fo immaterial, that
it ought not to induce me tor crofs the
water to embrace the one, or efcape the
other. Indeed I have another-objec-
siom, which is, that by going to the Baron
de Lavergnac, admitting it were pofible
to reach -him, I fhould, perhaps, difturb
the fecurity which, from his age -and re-
tired habits of life, it is pollible he may
have been able to preferve, notwith-
fanding his decided abhorrence of the
prefent rulers in France. It is now fo
many months fince | have heard of him,
or any part of his family, that perhaps
while I fpeak of them they exift no
longer.- His fon was in Spain when I
had the laft news of them. His grand-
fon, a young man of two-and-twenty,
bad, till then, remained at Lavergnac:

but
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but notwithftanding all the inducements
he had to continue at home, the anxious
folicitude of the venerable old Baron,
the .agonizing fears of a mother who
adores him, and probably the tender and:
feducing affe@ion of a very lovely young
woman, to whom he was feven or eight
months ago on the point of being united;
notwithftanding all thefe ties, I cannot
but believe my younger relation has
either joined his father, or found means
to get into Italy or Germany. Would I
knew where he is! I had rather join
+him, though our principles do not exatt-
ly accord, than wander about without
any fixed purpofe, or give to the kind-~
hearted old Baron another caufe of an-
Xiety. ..o .. But indeed,”” continued
Marchmont, after a fhort paufe, * togo
into the army as he is probably gone is
in every man’s power; and if my mo-
ther could be prevailed upon to hear of
it with patience, why fhould it not be in
mine ?”’ :
Althea,
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Althea, from a certain uncomfortable
feeling about her heart, doubted whether
even therifk of long imprifonment was
not preferable.  The longer this con-
ference lafted, the lefs profpe&t there ap-
peared of her being able to execute thofe
friendly projecs on which fhe had me-
ditated before they met: yet, while her
hopes of being inftrumental in faving
him grew fainter, her wifhes that fhe
might do fo acquired new force; and
notwithftanding all there was to fear
thould his prefent abode become known
to Sir Au_dley, fhe could not without
extreme pain think of his delivering him-
felf to ‘the mercilefs men who purfued
him. His -uncertainty whither to go, if
he could for a while efcape them; the
fituation of every part-of his own family,
who in times more tranquil would have
protected him; the unfeeling dereliftion
of his relations on the fide of his mother,
who had fo much the power to befriend
him; even the fortitude to which he

endeavoured
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endeavoured to give the appearance of
-calm indifference, while he.prepared‘io
meet the deftiny which awaited him; all
combined to increafe the intereft Al-
thea took in that deftiny.  And why
fhould it be concealed that the greateft,
perhaps the only error he was guilty of,
had no power to weaken this intereft ?
Marchmont, far from faying it, did not
certainly even acknowledge to himfelf,
that the ftrangenefs of his' comfortlefs
fituation, as far as related to -his con-
cealment at Eaftwoodleigh, was rather
fought for on his part than avoided:
and though he knew every circumftance
relative to Althea’s fortune, and that
nothing was lefs likely ever to be within
the reach of poffibility," than that ke
could be’liftened to as alover; yet fo
far had the ftrength of thofe impreflions
he had received in their former inter-
views got the better of his reafon, that
he could not forbear availing himfelf of

' an
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an opportunity to be near her—and
adding to all the other misfortunes of his
life, that of indulging a paffion which he
knew ought zot to be fuccefsful.

When he had firft confented to hide
himfelf among the fecret paffages of his
jpaternal houfe, he perfuaded himfelf that
he had no purpofe in concealment but
40 efcape from his perfecutors, and to
«contemplate, without her having any idea
of his being near her, this charming
girl, in the exercife of all thofe virtues,
of which he had already heard fo much
even before the grateful loquacity of
Mrs. Mofely had made her the conftant
fubje&t of panegyric. Marchmont ima-
gined that it was poflible to confider her
as fome being of a fuperior order, alto-
getherout of his reach, but whofe benefi-
cence andbeauty 1t was gratifying tocon-
template. Confcioufnefs of the impro-

.pricty of his being thus concealed under
the fame roof, was only an additional
inddcement to the ftri@ vigilance he

otherwife
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otherwife meant to obferve. He was
fure of Wansford as long as he could
pay him, nor indeed had he any rea~
fon to doubt his honefty or huma.
nity; and he had almoft exhaufted his
laft refource to inflame, by the moft
powerful of all arguments, his natural
~ averfion to attorneys, and the particular
antipathy he knew Vampyre muft create
wherever he appeared. For {fome time
he had refolution enough to adhere to
the conduct he had determined upon;
and for a while, the drearinefs of his con-
finement, amidft the rigours  of "winter,
was {weetened by a tranfient view of
Althea from a window, by hearing her
voice in the fpacious paffages, as fhe
came into the deferted building, or by
- catching at a diftance its fweeter found,
as fhe fang to her own playing amid the
filence of a ftill evening. But infen-
fibly he found, that the more he in-
dulged this growing -attachment, ‘the
more importunate were its demands; and

when,
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whien in- conflequence of her alarm arifing
from the fight of his dog, fhe for fome
days forbore to renew her walks in the
gallery, his concealment became fo.in-
tolerable to him, that he was on the
point of leavingit; but Althea appeared
again, and again the defolate apartments
which he had fo much reafon to contem-
plate with-an aching heart, appeared to
him to be irradiated by the prefence of
an angel, -

His faithful terrier, which had only
once broke from the command he had
over it, was then more ftriftly kept to
his obedience; and Marchmont finding
that Althea refumed her folitary exer-
cife, determined to be fo much on his
guard, that nothing fhould betray him,
.while he might ftill be gratified by the
pleafure of hearing her fpeak, or even
by a diftant view as fhe paffed the end
of the paffages into which he had the
«neans of looking as he lay hid. For this

Vor. 1L, 1 purpofe
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purpofe he had on the day he was dif-
covered taking his ftation in a room
whither he knew the legends of Mrs,
Mofely would prevent her coming. The
circumftance of the children’s playing in
a clofet which had a window looking
into it, he could not forefee: the alarm
(which he diftinély heard) once given,
numberlefs reafons, or what appeared
to be reafons, concurred to determine
him on appearing. The abfence of his
fervant indeed made it a matter of felf-
prefervation; but that alone would pro-
bably have influenced him lefs than the
fear of having terrified Althea, and of
feeing her no more; while her kind-
nefs in regard to his mother and fifters,
of which Mrs. Mofely had informed
him; the generous pity fhe had ex-
prefled when they met in the park at
Capelftoke; her general charatter, and,
in fhort, an impulfe too firong to be re-
fifted, were united to conquer all his

prudent
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prudent refolutions, and determined him
to throw himfelf at her feet.

In the firlt converfation that followed,
the tender compallion which fhe feemed
to feel for him, and the ingenuous con-
fidence fhe placed in him, were but too
well calculated to increafe a paffion,
which, as he never intended to fpeak of
it to its obje&t, he indulged becaufe he
thought it could hurt nobody but him-
felf.

This fecond interview had nearly
_overcome his refolution; and nothing
but refle@ing on the cruelty and ingra-
titude of giving pain to that bofom
which already felt fo keenly for him asa
friend, could have deterred him from
following, with fome more pofitive decla-
ration of his fentiments, what half invo-
luntarily efcaped him about Colonel
Lovelace. While he yet fpoke to Al-
thea, or liftened to her compaflionate
propofals, his heart fmote him for the
concern he had thus infli@ed on her.
" 12 But
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CHAP. VIII.

Why, Courage then!—What cannot be avoided,
'Twere childith weaknels to lament or fear|

It required fome contrivance on the
part of Althea to obtain a long confer-
ence with Wansford without the know-
ledge of his wife. She effe@ed it, how-
ever, and with hefitation and relutance
difclofed to him the knowledge fhe
had gained of Marchmont’s conceal-
ment. '
~Althea was, unfortunately perhaps for
her, a great reader of countenances—
decidedly a difciple of Lavater’s; the
fancied that, as far as her {mall know-
ledge p_f the world allowed her to judge,
his
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his fcience was by no means fo chime-
rical or illufive as Sir Audley and many
other men of the world held it to be;
and fhe believed fhe had often difco-
vered the thoughts of thofe with whom
fhe converfed, when they leaft intended
fhe fhould bave any idea of them. At-
tentive therefore to the expreffion of
the man’s face to whom fhe was now
talking, fhe imagined, amidf all the re-
fpe@ he exprefled for her, that there
was a lurking fneer, when he found how
well fhe was acquainted with March-
mont’s hiftory, and -how much intereft
fhe evidently took in it. This might
be, and probably was, fancy, but Al-
thea felt mortified and uneafy. She:
failed not to recollect how grofs are the
apprehenfions of the lower ranks of
people, and that, even with greater pre-
cipitance than influences thofe but a
little above them in ftation (a;1d often
not at all more refined in underftand-
mg) they . decide, that it is impoffible

14 two.
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two young people of different fexes
can converfe together otherwife than
as lovers. :
To obviate this impreffion, which fhe
faw, or belieyed fhe faw, that Wans-
ford entertained, Althea fpoke with pe-
culiar earneftnefs on the neceffity of
Marchmont’s going; to which Wans-
ford heartily affented.—* Aye, my dear
young lady!*’ {aid he, * you don’t know:
half the danger. 1 heard laft night that:
Vampyre was at T**##*#*##8% ywhich is,
_you know, but feven miles off, or fo—
and what can a want there? I don’t
know, for my .part, what’s to be done!
The poor young man cannot be hid
much longer, that’s for certain; but if he:
offers for to go—ah! he’ll be taken.
by fome of that old villain’s followers,:
as fure as I am 1.” '
+ As all this was not more than the
fears of Althea had already fuggefted.
to her, fhe did not fuffer any new alarm

to miflead ber from every enquiry that
the

~
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fhe thought might give her light as to
what was the beft courfe for her un- |
happy friend. Wansford had too ftrong-
ly marked the common traits in his cha-
rafter. He loved money, and hated
tricking attorneys; for he had owed to
the chicane of one of that defcription
that he had been tyrned out of his farm.
His avarice thus countera&ed, the ho-.
neft feelings of humanity had room for
their influence; and though he might
have made money by betraying his un-
fortunate gueft to his purfuers, he re-
fifted the temptation, and was. eagerly
anxious for his fafety.

- Althea, who-had the faculty, uncom-
mon at her age, of reading the fenti-
ments of thofe with whom fhe con-
verfed, faw, with fatisfaGtion, that Wans-
ford might be depended upon; fhe there-
fore entrufted him, though not without
much hefitation and confufion, with her
wifhes as to affording to” Marchmont
fuch pecuniary affiftance as might enable
' 15 ~ him
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him to quit his prefent comfortlefs abode, .
and convey himfelf out of the reach of
his perfecutors.

At the mention of this Althea thought
fhe faw all thofe half-formed fufpicions-
arife in the mind of Wansford, which
fhe was fo unwilling he fhould harbour.-
He found it difficult to imagine, that a
young lady or any other perfon would
give their money without fome parti-
cular liking to thofe on whom it was
beftowed. Of that intereft which com-
paffion for his fingular fituation, or mere
friendfhip, could raife in his favour,
Wansford was incapable of forming any
notion. Whatever were his ideas, he
endeavoured carefully to conceal them, -
and told Althea that he thought he
could, by means of Mrs. Mofely, con-
vey to Marchmont whatever fhe defired,
without his knowing from whence it
came. She directed him to proceed to
do fo with the utmoft circumf{pe&ion;
and having thus done all that was at -

prefent
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prefent poffible, fhe endeavoured to
quiet her fpirits, and to think of other
fubjeéts befides the merits, fufferings,
and danger of Marchmont.

But her tranquillity had been too
much difturbed, and her imagination too
much affeted. Secluded fo long from
all fociety and every fcene of active life,
the ftrange circumftances under which
fhe found herfelf had doubly the power

_to affe&t her, while to the firft favour=
able impreffion fhe had received of
Marchmont was added all that intereft
which pity could excite in a generous
mind. However earneltly fhe triéd to
check fuch thoughts, the could not help
fometimes regretting (what had never
given her any concern before) the {mall-
nefs of her fortune, and refle&ting on
the happinefs it would afford whoever
had the power to refcue from his fad
deftiny a young man of fo much merit.
To her the knew he never could owe
this obligation, yet fhe felt a comfortlefs

' 16 fenfation
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fenfation when fhe endeavoured to wifh
that he might receive it from another.—
Two days now paffed, in which fhe
knew nothing but what fhe guefled from
the nods and fhrugs of Wansford, who
either could not or would not find an
opportunity of converfing with her.—.
He was abfent twice during that time,
and Althea concluded he was fettling
fomething to effe@ her prefent purpofe.
with Dame Mofely.

In the afternoon, however, of the
third day of her fufpenfe, fhe faw him
under her window, which, on the figns
he made, the haltily opened. He gave
into her hands a letter.

Althea did not know the-hand; but
the countenance and manner of the man.
awakened fo. much apprehenfion, that
fhe had hardly courage to read jt.—
Cafting her.eyes on the fignature. at the:
bottom, fhe faw the name of March-
mont, and trembled as fhe ran over the
following lines

' ¢« I\'IADAM,
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“ MapawM, -

« Every hour, fince I firft dared to
intrude myfelf and my fortows upon
your notice, has increafed my refpett
.and admiration, by affording me fome
new inftance of an exalted. mind and
an excellent heart; but.the laft proof
you have given of your generofity calls
upon. me for all my gratitude, though I
cannot, I dare not accept it.

“ Notwithftanding the contrivances
of the poor old woman at the cottage,
and my friend Wansford, 1 know the
" offer I have received of pecuniary af--
fiftance could come only from you. I
will not enter on the reafons that ab-.
folutely- forbid my accepting it; Mifs
" Dacres is too candid to impute it to.
ill-placed pride, when I prefume to add,.
that if fhe can, in any way not pre-
judicial to herfelf, befriend my‘ dear
unhappy mother, my young and unpro-
teCted fifters, fhe will find that the

Marchmonts
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Marchmonts are not too proud to be
grateful.

« Alas! Madam, thofe viGtims to mis-
fortune can never more than now want
your pity—for 1 muflt leave England.
The fon, the brother whom they fondly
withed to retain in the fame country
(though he has long been deprived of
the power of proteting or fupporting
them), muft yield at laft to an inevitable
evil, and make his ele@ien between im-
prifonment and exile.

« I prefer the latter—for Mifs Dacres
condefcended to give her opinion that
it was the moft advifable. There is no
time to hefitate, for the fiend who pur-
fues me is again animated to my de-
firu@tion. My faithful fervant Fen-
church has efcaped by fomething like a
miracle from the toils this wretch laid
for him, and, as good is fometimes de-
rived from evil, has, in his flight, dif-
covered a means of my getting from
hence by fea—and the opportunity is

' likely
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likely to offer fo foon, that I fhall quit
my paternal prifon in the middle of the'
approaching night, and conceal myfelf
in a place on the fhore well known to-
me in happier days; from whence, with
the tide at noon, a boat is engaged to
carry me on board a veffel bound to
Guernfey: from thence I fhall crofs to
France, and endeavour to difcover what
is become of the Baron de Lavergnac
and his family—to whom it is poffible
1 may be ufeful. ' _
1 would refrain from expreffing,
becaufe I am confcious that I ought ‘to
do it, the pain I feel at the idea of
feeing you no more. I am not fo weak
and vain as to prefume on the kindnefs
you have condefcended to thew me. I
know I owe it only to the tendernefs
and humanity of your nature; nor am
I capable of forgetting the diftance to
which fortune has thrown me, from all
I might once have afpired to. ~ Perhaps
you ought not to forgive me the ufelefs
weaknefs
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weaknefs of owning, that thus to reprefs
fenuiments which under other circum-
ftances it would have been the pride
and glory of my life to avow, is-among
the moft fevere of thofe trials to which
my deftiny condemns me. :

« I fubmit, however—for I-have no:
right to hazard giving a moment’s pain
to others; I fubmit—but will not that
generofity I am already fo greatly
obliged to, pardon me for afking, even,
though it cannot perhaps grant, the only.
favour I will now venture to folicit?

“ It is, that before I take a long, per~
Haps a laft leave of my country, I .may
fee the only friend. who is within my.
reach.—(My mother, my fifters are afar.
off!)—Is it too prefumptuous if I name
Mifs Dacres as that friend? if I en-
treat her to allow me to attempt ex-
prefling by words all that gratitude L
owe her—and to recommend to her the
dear unhappy family I leave? Believe
me, Madam, J never will intrude upon

you
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you again; but it will mitigate the an<
guifh which.I feel when 1 confider Aow
I have left them, if I can affure myfelf -
that they, bave fo great an alleviation
as your humanity can beltow—and if
you will deign to fee me before I get
into the boat which is to carry me from
this now inhofpitable fhore, my poor.
mother, opprefled with too many for-
rows already, will at leaft know frony
‘you that I departed with fortitude ; and
to her you will appear as a guardian,
angel, whofe prefence and whofe wifhes
fhall fecure the fafety of her fon.
- ¢« The information Fenchurch has
brought me, as well as what I have re~
ceived to-day from Wansford, convinces
me that I rifk much by remaining ano~
ther night beneath this roof. If I did,
I dare not again folicit an interview.
here, but to-morrow the tide does not;
allow me to depart from my wild retreat
on the fhore till about twelve o’clock ;—
it is little more than a mile and a half
from
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from this place. Wansford tells me his
eldeft girl knows the road.—Ah! Mifs
Dacres! I am confcious how little right
I have to afk fuch a favour of you; but
#f your goodnefs extends fo far as to
forgive my prefumption and indulge my
weaknefs, be affured [ fhall efteem fuch
an obligation greater than any of thofe
I already owe you. There may be im-
propriety in your granting me fuch a
requeft; but if you knew how many
reafons combine to make me afk it, how
grateful I fhall be, and how much fuch
condefcenfion will foften the feverity of
my deftiny—I dare venture to believe
you would not refufe it.—Ah! Madam!
were it poflible to convince you of the
veneration, the refpe& I feel for your
virtues, you would not fufpe& that I
would afk what would be derogatory
to that gentle dignity, which is one’
among the thoufand graces that fur-
round you. Iet me not, however,
adopt a ftyle which may offend, even

from
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from its fincerity. I know not how. to
conclude, though confcious 1 have faid
too much. Allow me to aflure you of
the gratitude and efteem with which I
muft ever be,

: ¢« Madam,

¢ Your moft devoted fervant,
. “EpwaArRD-ARMYN MarRcCHEMONT.””

. The thoughts of Althea were never
fo confufed as after the hatty perufal of
this leiter. Indeed fhe read it in_fuch:
diforder of fpirits, that, when fhe came
to the end, fhe hardly underftood what
was its purpofe; and it was not before
a third perufal that fhe was enabled to
confideér, with fome degree of calmnefs,
whether fhe ought, or could comply
with the requeft it con:ained.

It was impoffible to miftake the mean-
ing of thofe half explanatory fentences;
or, if they had admitted of any other
interpretation, the former condu&t of
Marchmont left little doubt of his at-

tachment
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~ tachment to “her. On her part fhe
had, from their earlieft acquaintance,
been confcious of a favourable opinionr
of him, which, without pretending to
combat (becaufe to think .well' of him
was merely .juftice), ‘fhe had endea-
voured to confine within the bounds of
friendfhip. - The obje&tions to any more
intimate connection between them were
infurmountable; they . never appeared
otherwife to Althea: and fhe had been
taught fo- well to- regulate her mind;
that fhe was hardly fenfible of the pre=
ference fhe gave Marchmont over all
the men fhe had ever feen, before fhe
endcavoured to check the wifhes which
involuntarily arofe, that he had the for-
tune poflefled by this or that fathionable
acquaintance of Sir Audley, who neither
“deferved or knew how to be happy with
the great incomes they poffefied.

The very effort not to think of him
but as an unfortunate young man of un-
common merit, brought him more fre-

’ quently
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guently to her mind. . Then occurted
the benevolent hope of being able td
-promote his intereft with her father; and
when that hope vanifhed, fhe found
herfelf ftrangely fixed, by her father’s
orders, in the very fpot where the miss
fortunes of the Marchmont family were
continually: prefent to her, and where
fhe met a faithful chronicler of their
virtues. The meeting him in this {cene,
the perfecution of which he was the
obje&, the comfortlefs ftate he was res
duced to, his fortitude and filial tender-
mefs—all combined to complete her pre~
dile&ion, though obftacles to their being
ever any other than friends were rather

" increafed than removed. '
With all her underftanding and coms
mand over her reafon, Althea was ftill
but a woman; young, and poflefled of a’
degree of fenfibility which the attentive
friend of her early years had feen. with
{fome pain, and invariably endcavoured
1ocorre&. S NPT
o Te
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Toher it appeared as if Marchmont’s
having thus taken fhelter in his paternal
houfe, of which (he was by fuch odd
circumftances become an inmate, was an
accident that feemed providentially or-
dered, to engage her friendfhip, -and
promote his relief. Though no one
could be lefs difpofed to that daring
violation of the common rules of fociety,
which fets at defiance the opinion of the
world, yet fhe faw not why fhe thould
fo far enflave herfelf to a narrow pre-
judice, as to deny that friendfhip toa
worthy obje&, only becaufe he was a
young man. She afked herfelf, why the
fhould refufe to a& otherwife in regard
to Marchmont than if he was her bro-
ther? Her heart accufed her of noill,
nor even any imprudent intention; and
be had, on bis part, explicitly declared
he had no hopes of engaging more than
her fifterly friendfhip. This was pro-
bably the laft time they fhould ever
meet—and fhe enquired of herfelf, what

I would
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would be her future feelings, if fhe
fhould hear that this unfortunate young
man perifhed far from his family, with-
oeut having had an opportunity of fpeak-
ing to one friend, before his departure,
of all that muft neceffarily lay on his
heart in regard to the mother and filters
from whom he was driven? Befides, as
he refufed the pecuniary affiftance which
Wansford had awkwardly betrayed to
him her intention of offering, the could
not be eafy without knowing how he
had obtained what made that affiltance
unheceflary. The laft queftion Althea

~ made in this monologue was, how Mrs.
Trevyllian would have ordered her to
aft, could fhe know of the circum=-
ftances fhe was in?—and recalling to
her mind the univerfal benevolence of
her aunt’s mind; her difdain of thofe
narrow and grofs prejudices which often
check the innocent and honeft purpofes
of the heart; and agaim repeating that
Marchmont could never be to her other
than
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than a brother, the queftion was finally
decided, and fhe determined to go.

- Nothing then remained but for her
to contrive the means of letting him
know it immediately. For this pur-
pofe fthe fought Wansford ; whom luckily
meeting alone, as he either was or pre-
tended to. be fettling his farm accounts,
the wrote a fhort note to. Marchmont,
which was foon conveyed to him.—
Wansford, returning, was about to tell
her at what hour his perfecuted gueft
was to depart in the night, and much
other intelligence, which Althea cer-
tainly defired to have; but as his wife
was heard at that moment to come in
from the village, all he had time to fay
was, that his eldeft girl fhould be or-
dered to fhew her in the morning to the
head-land, under which was the con.
- cealment’ of Marchmont.—* You had
be_tter, Madam,”’ faid he, * tell the child
that you can find your way back; and
fend her away. . Indeed, if you came
o ' ‘ along
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along upon the fhore, you will fee Mal-
bourne church juft upon the brow, a
quarter of a mile or fo; and if you
keep up towards it, you can’t mifs the
path that brings you over the ficlds on
the left, for you prefently get a fight
of Ealtwoodleigh.”

Althea, who thought a great deal
more of the interview with Marchmont
than how fhe thould herfelf return home
from fo fhort a walk, afflured Wansford
fhe could eafily find her way back, and
then left him—trembling at the idea
of her having given a promife, yet not
wifhing to revoke it. .

For fome hours, fleep abfolutely re-
- fufed to befriend her. The vague in-
telligence the had received, as well from
Marchmont’s letter as from the obfcure:
hints of Wansford, imprefled her with
dread. She imagined that the fatellites
of the brutal Vampyre lurked round
the houfe, and that, even amidft the
darknefs of the night, Marchmont would

Vor. II. 3 find
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find it difficult to efcape. Full of thefe
fears, fhe liftened to every noife—and
imagined more than fhe heard. A low
wind fighed along the paffages, and
fhook at intervals the great old fafh
frames of her window—then funk en-
tirely away ; .and, in the ftill paufe that
followed, fhe fancied there were per-
fons paffing flowly and lightly beneath,
among the weeds and grafs which co-
vered what had once been a great court-
yard. Startled at this idea, fhe left
her bed, and went to the window: but
the night, though without rain, was
dark, and fhe could not difcern even -
the remains of two lions cut in ftone,
which (baving once been placed over
the great gates) were left among other
mafles of ftone-work when the iron was
fold, and, from their being white, were
diftinguifhable when darker objeéts were
loft in obfcurity. Still a fancied noife
“tormented her—it might, however, be
the footfteps of Marchmont himfelf and
his
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hisfaithful fervant.—¢ Ah!*’ thought fhe,
¢« what a comfort it would be to know
he was fafe! To-morrow I may, per-
haps, be fatisfied—but how many hours
muft firlt pafs!”

- She now opened the window flowly;
but nothing appeared, nor was any
found heard, fave the owls, who inha-
bited, in great numbers, the old barns -
and ruined offices which were on the
other fide of the manfion. Attrafted
by the light in Althea’s window, one of
them flowly winged its way round the
building, and paffed very near her.—
She fhuddered, not from any abfolute
fear, but from the uneafly fenfation that:
any animal, to which fuperftition has
attached the notion of being ill-omened,
gives, even to minds the moft free from
its influence. But Althea, after {ome
refleftion, imagining that the fullen
whifper of its heavy wings might have
been the noife that alarmed her, clofed

K2 the
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the window, and once more retired to
her bed.

The dawn, however, found her watch-
ing its approach with an amxious and
uneafy mind. Before the ulual hour
the went down to her breakfaft; Mus.
Wansford, who attended with it, faid
her hufband had gone out very early
upon bufinefs, and had teld her that
Nancy was to be ready at eight o’clock .
to fhew Mils Dacres the neareft way to
Hafcombe-Strand.—Althea found that
the good woman, who had not been ac-
cuftomed to fee things otherwife ‘than
they were reprefented to her by thofe
about her,  made no remark on this un-
ufual walk; and, again half-doubting
whether fhe ought to go, yet impatient
to fet out, haflened her listle con-
duélrefs, and began her expedition.

She now found herfelf at a greater
diftance from Eaftwoodleigh than fhe
had ever been on the fide next the fes,

and
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and on the other fide the cottage had
hitherto limited her walks. The way
was through lanes bounded by elms,
which, though not yet in full leaf, were
fo clofely interwoven in the bank with a
luxurious growth of holly, that nothing
was to be feen beyond them—till on a
fudden the road, afcending a fteep hol-
low way, opened 3o a kind ‘of common
field, forming the vop of a high pro-
montory, commanding an immenfe ex-
tent of fea, and, for mamy miles, the
indented cliffs of the weltern coaft.—
Such was its elevation, that Althea had
no motion how it was poflible to de.
fcend to the water. With anxious eyes
fhe furveyed the expanfe of ocean; it
was indeed a « fhiplefs fea,” neither
beat nor amy larger veffel was to be
feen, and fhe feared the people March-
mont had expefted might have difap-
pointed him. ,

The child now fthewed her a narrow
and rugged defcent, made by cutting
. K3 the
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the red clay and ftones, of which the
cliffs are here compofed, into a fort of
rude fteps. Here Althea difmiffed her
guide, bidding her return immediately
home; and then, with lefs fear than fhe
might at another time bhave felt, de-
fcended to the margin of the fea.

On reaching it, fhe found herfelf
under an almoft mural range of rocks,
compofed of dark earth, and broad ftrata
of reddifh-coloured ftones, horizontally
arranged, as if by the bands of man. The
place where fhe had defcended feemed
the only pratticable part; for a little
farther on the height became tremend-
ous, and the face of the rock perpen-
dicular towards the top, while beneath
it was. eaten by the water into deep
caverns: from one of thefe fhe expeéled
to fee Marchmont appear—but, for fome
time, fhe looked around her in_vain.

"Vaft maffes, fallen from the cliffs,
were {cattered between them and the
water at the tide of ebb. With the tide

of
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of flood, thefe pieces, worn into gro-
tefque and giant fhapes, were half-
covered by the waves. Already the
rifing water broke rippling round the
moft remote craggs—to their rude fur-
face, clams, limpets, and mulcles ad-
hered, among the fea-weed that grew
ftreaming about them. All was wild,
folitary, and gloomy ; the low murmur
of the water formed a fort of accom-
paniment to the cries of the fand-piper,
the pufin-awk; while the fcreaming
gull, and the hoarfe and heavy cormo-
rant, were heard, at intervals, f{till
louder. Althea, as fhe fat on a frag-
ment of ftone, furveying the fcene and
liftening to thefe noifes, could have
fancicd herfelf thrown by fhipwreck on
fome defert coaft, where fhe was lcft to
folitude and defpair.
. The tide rofe flowly in fo calm a
morning, yet it was now fo high,
that it fcemed certain the hour could
not be far off when Marchmont ex-
K 4 pefed
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peied the boat.  Again fhe feared fome
difappointment, fome accident; and,
quitting her rugged feat, went on to-
wards a part where the view along the
fands was lefs impeded by broken rocks.
Two perfons foon after appeared, one
of whom {he knew to be Marchmont,
As foon as he perceived Alhthea, be
fprang forward to meet her; while the
other perfon, who was, fhe thought, his
{ervan, retired out of fight,

. CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

Ecco quel siero iltante!

In approaching Althea, the various
emotions that agitated the mind of
Marchmont were vifible on his coun-
tenance and manner.—* How very good
you are, Mifs Dacres, thus to honour
me!” faid he—*‘ But I muft not attempt
to exprefls my gratitude; indeed to do
fo is out of my power:—I am afraid
I have made you wait?—I ought to
account for fuch an additional intru-
fion on your time and humanity—
but the boat which is to take me
from hence, perhaps for ever, will

K§  very
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very foon be here: I have direed
it to wait for me behind thofe proje@-
ing rocks.”

His hefitation, the confufed and un-
-eafy manner in which he uttered thefe
abrupt fentences, and the anguifh fo un-
equivocally marked on his countenance,
deeply affeted Althea. She trembled,
and knew not what to reply. Afraid of
exprefling all fhe felt, yet equally afraid
of appearing cold and repulfive by her
filence, fhe meditated- how to avoid
cither; but Marchmont, after paufing a
moment, proceeded :

« I folicited this honour, Madam,
that, in taking my laft adieu of my na-
tive country, I might Pardon me!—
I hardly know what I would fay! My
fate, however fevere it has appeared to
me, never till now was fo infupportable!
It is no time for diflimulation; yet I am
but too fenfible, that when I diffimulate
no longer, I rifk the foriciture of the
laft hope I have on éarth. Can you,

. ought
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ought you to forgive the prefumption
of a man, who dares to avow his ad-
miration, his love? knowing that he
. ought not to expetl any return—and that
his hazarding to fpeak, may deflervedly
fubject him to the lofs of that generous
friendfhip with which you have ho-

noured him ?”’ 4
All the courage that Althea had been
colle@ing was infufficient to enable her
to articulate an anfwer.—1It was now to
be-decided, whether fhe fhould for ever
relinquifth an affe@lion which fhe had
infenfibly cherifhed for fo many months,
and to the indulgence of ‘which nothing
could be oppofed but mere worldly
prudence, or avow thofe fentiments that
were the natural effefts of uncommon
merit on an ingenuous and generous
mind—fentiments which, however fhe
might endeavour to conceal them, were
too deeply imprefled ever to be effaced.
Marchmont” was indeed poor—a fugi-
tive, and an exile; but, was he there-
K6 fore
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fore lefs eftimable ?7—The caufes of his
poverty and diftrefs rendered him in-
finitely more refpe@able—and was it
for her to drive him from her, merely
becaufe he poflfeffed not thofe pecu-
niary advantages which fhe contemned?
Could fhe bid him go with an impref~
fion that her heart was mercenary and
narrow ?— Could fhe fay, ¢ You are un-
worthy of my regard, becaufe you are
poor: your merit, your birth are no-
thing, for 7 know no real advantages
but money ?** It was true, that to en-
courage his paffion would be imprudent
in the opinion of the world; but, had

. not her father taught her to renounce

the world—while, in fending her from
n, and banifthing her his houfe, he had
left her without any connettion to attach
her, any daty to fulfil? All thefe
thoughts paffed with rapidity through
her mind—they were lefs overwhelm-
ing, becaufe many of them had been
canvafled before; but far from yet

having
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having the power to exprefs even that
part of her fentiments which fhe had
determined not to difguife, fhe awaited
with a palpitating heart for the con-
clufion of what Marchmont had to fay, -
who, apparently encouraged by her man-
. ner, after a fhort paufe, went on
s« I kn(;w, lovelieft Mifs Dacres, all
the circumftances of your fituation—1
know that to avoid a detefted marriage
you fubmitted ‘to the melancholy fe-
clufion of Eaftwoodleigh—and I am well
aware, that Fortune has been as nig-
gardly of her favours to you, as Nature
has been bountiful. God forbid that
Z thould afk you to fhare fuch a defliny
as mine /—1I have already felt too fe-
verely, in the perfons of thofe I moft
love, all the humiliations and inconve-~
niences of indigence, to entertain fuch
a thought as that of your becoming a
party. If the definition of true love be,
shat it prefers the real good of its ob-
je&t to every other confideration, I dare
affert
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affert that I feel its moft powerful in-
fluence.—Yet, may I not hope to be
fpared the cruel neceffity of relinquifh-
ing all profpe& of hearing from you?—
of being accounted, -whatever may be
my deftiny, among the number of your.
friends? I will not, however, affe&l to
fay, that I never mean to afk more than
your friendfhip. Whatever may hi-
therto have been my difappointments,
a man of my age ought not to defpair—
happier fortune may yet give him hopes
" of afpiring to your favour. But I moft
folemnly affure you, I will never in-
trude upon your pity till thofe better
profpeéis fhall open to me; and if, be-
fore that time arrives, fome enviable
‘man, in a fituation more worthy of you,
fhould be deemed deferving your fa-
vour, the unfortunate Marchmont fhall
. mever be heard to interrupt your fe<
licity with his complaints.”’

Althea now took courage to fay, in
a low voice—‘* Alas! Sir, to what can

our
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our correfpondence tend, but to render
us both unhappy

“If it will have that effe& on you,”
cried Marchmont, eagerly interrupting
her, “ I renounce my hopes: but for
me—Ah! I have, till this moment, had
the prefumption to flatter myfelf ... ..
Yes! I did believe ‘that the generofity
of which I have had fo many proofs
would have been extended to this laft
inftance of pity and regard. It will
foften to me the horrors of that cruet
exile which is the only alternative to a
prifon;—it will give me courage to en-
dure a life that I have been fometimes
half-tempted to efcape from. To you,
deareft Mifs Dacres, how can it be in-
jurious >—1If the unfortunate obje&t of
your compaffion is indifferent to you,
your peace cannot be difturbed by this
att of humanity—If he be not . ... but
I dare not hope it.”” :

Althea, in increafed diftrefs, knew not
what to fay: to refufe feemed inhu-
, man—
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man—to confent, imprudent.—March.
mont faw fhe hefitated.—He purfued
his argument with all the ardour lent
him by the hope of fuccefs. He re.
prefented that, whenever fhe found any
inconvenience from the receipt of hiy
letters, the might deprive him of the
happinefs of correfponding with her—
that fthe was accountable to nobedy,
fince Sir Audley gave himfelf no trouble
to dire&t her.—He then went on to
fay

« Of the perfon, Madam, who pre-
fumes to folicit fuch a favour of you, it
is fit you fhould know what has been
the courfe of his days. Allow me, fince
I may never again, or not for a very
long time, enjoy the happinefs I am
now admitted to—allow me. to relate
the fhort hiftory of my life fince I have
been a wanderer in the world. Toa’
mind like that which you poflefs, ¥ am
perfuaded that to have endured adverfity
mth fome degree of refelution will not

appear
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appear lefs meritorious, ‘than not to have
abufed profperity.”’

Althea, whofe agitation this prelude
was calculated to increafe, did not truft
her voice with an anfwer; but fhe
feemed willing to give her attention
to what he propofed relatmg--—-and

" Marchmont thus proceeded :
-« I believe you have heard from my
friend Everfley, and perhaps fince from
-the poor old fervant, the former cir-
eumflances of a family lefs fortunate
than known. I will not dwell on the
eonfequence and fortune it once pof-
fefled; for fome experience and many
mortifications have done away what
was once taught to cherith—pride, on
account of the days that are gone.—
The moft painful part of a life, of which
none has yet been very fortunate, was
that when I faw my father vainly firug-
gling with the preflure of adverfity; and,
towards the clofe of his life, facrificing
his own eafe and quiet, which he might
in
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in a great meafure have poffeffed, in the
hope of preferving for me the remain-
ing part of my patrimony, and that great
houfe of which you are now an inha-
bitant. 1 faw the hopeleﬂ'n‘efs of the
attempt—] knew, that if to fave the
ruins of our fortune had been poffible,
they could never have enabled me to
live at Eaftwoodleigh. But my poor fa-
ther heard all my remarks on this fub-
je&, whenever he fuffered it to be dif»
cufled, with fomething like refentment
at my want of what ke thought proper
and laudable ambition; and it became
a point of duty, that I fhould remain a
filent though wretched fpeftator of the -
Sifyphean labour to which his tender-
~ nels for me condemned him. It was
under a fort of diffimulation of my real
purpofe that I obtained permiffion of
him to go, about two years fince, to
France. When I was there, I thought
that a favourable profpett opened for
my entering into bufinefs at Bourdeaux;

but
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but two things were neceffary—my fa-
ther’s confent, and fome money—neither
of which I had much hope of pro-
curing. However the change of ideas,
which was then rapidly making progrefs
in France, helped greatly to facilitate
my {cheme. The Baron de Lavergnac,
notwithftanding the principles of his fa~
mily and the habits of his life, was rea-
fonable enough to liften to my argu-
ments; and he not only offered me his
purfe and his credit, but undertook to
conquer the prejudices of my father.
He in a great degree fucceeded; I was
geceived into an eminent mercantile
houfe at Bourdeaux. You knowhowthe
Revolution in France, which at its be-
ginning wore, I thought, a more au-
fpicious appearance, has overturned in
its progre(s the profperity of trade, which .
it affeCted to enlarge and to protett:
the houfe, into which I had b:en re-
.ceived as one of the younger partners,
and whofe commercial intereft I thought

myfelf



212 MARCHMON',

myfelf likely to promote by my Englifh
conneftions, was one of the firft that
" was fwept away in the increafing tem-
peft.—I returned to England, without
any other advantage than that of having
acquired fuch an additional knowledge
of a language I was before a telerable
proficient in, that I might perbaps pafs
as welt for a native of France as of

. England.” o
“ Alas! I came back, difappeinted
myfelf, to witnefs the mere bitter dif
appointments of my poor father—who,
during my abfence, bad been making
new efforts, every one of which was
eventually injurious not only to his
temporary tranquillity, but to the wreck
~ of that property he was fo foticitous to
keep together. It would only be giving
you pain, Mifs Dacres, were | to relaie
all that I then went through. 1 now
refle on it with fenfations fo urealy,
“that I am glad to avert my thoughes from
cvery recolleétion, but the only one that
- gives
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gives me any comfort—that every mo-
ment of my time was given to fmooth
for my unhappy parent the downward
path of life.—Ap! Mifs Dacres, he was
driven prematurely thither by diftrefs of
mind! by the cruelty of . ... .. .”

Althea fhuddered :—the idea that Sir
Audley had by his feverity contributed
to the fad clofe of the life of this unhap-
py father, was more than fhe could
calmly bear. Marchmont faw her emo-
tion—and inftantly gueffing the caufe,
ropented of what he had faid, and haf-
tened to relate other circumftances that
might carry her mind from it.

“ 1 loft this venerated and lamented
parent—with what anguith of heart I
need not fay. It was neceflary, how-
ever, to check my own feelings, or at
leaft to conceal them, that I might not
increafe the fad fufferings of my mo-
ther, who, il as fhe thought of the
fituation of her family, knew not the
extent of the evil; my father having

always
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always concealed the worft from her,
with impolitic affe&ion—which was, how-
ever, at leaft an amiable weaknefs. He
could not bear to fee her unhappy; and
my mother, in the fame view of faving
- him from pain, concealed how far her
knowledge of the truth went, or how
much fhe was affeGed by what-fhe
knew.

“ It was upon the fame principle of
concealing, what it would quite have
killed her to have known, that I haftily
agreed to any propofition made me by
the villain Vampyre, to fave even a mo-
ment’s delay, left the inhuman ftep he
took in ftopping the remains of my fa-
ther on the day of his burial fhould be
known to her. I have fince heard that
all he did then was entirely illegal. Baut
I was ignorant myfelf of all the chi-
canery of the law; I had‘no friend near
me whom I could at that moment con-
fult, for Everfley dared not appear, or
affift me, on account of his wife; and

when
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when a certain time had paffed after
thefle illegal afls, I found all my attempts
at redrefs fet afide by certain rules and
forms, of which I underftand no more
than I do of the caufes, why the beft of
all poflible laws are often abufed, to the
very worft of all poffible purpofes.

¢« In this cafe, as indeed too often
happens, my intentions were wholly
counterafted, and that which was done
to fave my mother from one diftrefs,
brought upon her another—another,
which has never ceafed to prefs upon
her fince—for from the engagement I
was then compelled to enter into I
have never fince been able to difengage
myfelf.—It has driven me firft into con-
-cealment, and now into exile.”

A paufe, that feemed to be the effe&
of the bitter recolle@tions which arofe
in his mind, now gave an opportunity
for Althea to fay,’

4 But your friend Everfley P—Could

not
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not he have come forward in fo trying
a moment >—Ought he not ?*
~ “ Ah! Mils Dacres, my friend Ever«
fley had already done but too much for
me. The friendly affifance he had af-
forded my father had almoft exhaufted
the refources that were peculiarly his
own, and I knew had embroiled him
with that vulgar and violent woman his
wife—who, having been unable during
their marriage to find any other caufe
of reproach, had fixed upon his gene-
rofity to my family as an unfailing fub-
je&t of remonftrance and rage. To
fuch mifery on my account I could not
determine to expofe a man fo fincerely
my friend, and to whom I already owed '
fo many obligations.—Yet fuch was his
kindnefs, that, when I abfolytely refufed
to fuffer his pecuniary interference to
an amount fo confiderable as would
have releafed me from the inveterate
malice ‘of Vampyre, he employed the
' : ~ fum

-
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fum he had prepared for that purpofe,
or at leaft all he could raife, in re-
purchaling for my mother an annuity
of eighty pounds a year, hersand my
fiter’s fole dependance, which in the
laft days of my father’s life fhe had fold,
as the only mcans that offered to pre-
vent thofe fad days from being embit-
tered by the intrufion of bailiffs ‘and
attorneys into the very chamber where
he lay dying!” '

Again the voice of Marchmont failed
him, but in 2 moment he conquered his
emotion, and went on—

“ On the noble humanity of fuch a
friend, I determined, whatever I might
fuffer, no farther to trefpafs. Could I
indeed have got over my reluétance to
~ accept, what I knew coft him all the
domeftic tranquillity which he had made
fo many facrifices to preferve; I could
never have confented to exhauft for
my own convenierce that friendly af-
fiftance,  which might hereafter be ne-

Vor. II. L ceflary
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ceffary to thofe whofe eafe was infinitely
dearer to me than my own. 1 was
young, and acive; my fpirit was yet
unbroken by perfonal difappointment,
for I had hardly on my own account
entered the world. I am naturally of a
fanguine temper; and though I had al-
ready been enough initiated into the
fchool of adverfity, to have difcovered
that there were villains among mankind,
fuch as in the happy fimplicity of early
youth I had not fuppofed could exift;
yet, I rather believed we had been par-
ticularly unfortunate in the perfons with
whom we had had dealings, than that
many fuch were to be found in the great
mafs of fociety.
“ With thefe impreffions,and withper-
haps a prefumptuous reliance .on my
. own powers, I courageoufly began a
career, in which, though I knew many
others had failed, I for a while believed
I might fucceed, and by dint of my
own efforts refcue my family from pe-

: cuniary
“~
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cuniary diftrefs, and myfelf from the
wretchednefs of dependence. You will
{mile, perhaps, if I tell you that I was
fo new to the world in which I wasto -
ftruggle, and fo confident of the buoyant
powers of my own mind, that I believed
thefe important purpofes might be ef-
feGed by authorfhip. You have un-
doubtedly read the life of the unhappy
Chatterton, which, with that of many
other lucklefs projeftors in the fame
vifionary purfuit, ought to have ferved
as a warning againft thefe prefumptuous
and airy hopes. But, though confcious
that I had lefs genius, I thoughtl could
guard againft many of the errors young
authors have fallen into; and 1 even
flattered myfelf that the friends of my
family, who would not come forward -
before, would promote my intereft when
they faw my exertion; while others, I
fuppofed, would efteem me for the mo-
tive by which that exertion was induced.
In thefe fpeculations I was not wholly

L2 difappointed.
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difappointed. Some who had intereft
in the world of fafhion were not unwil-
ling to chaperon my firft appearance; but

" among thefe were not to be reckoned
any of my own family—for, if any thing
could have roufed the avaricious apathy
of Lady Silchefter, and fome of the reft
of my mother’s relations, togive meeither

. theirintereft with government, ortheirpe-
‘cuniary help, it would have been their
diflike to having an author ameng their
relatives. However,as they loved money
better than even the indulgence of thisri-
diculous pride, they firft endeavoured to
divertme from my purpafe by promifing,
if I would turn my attention to another
line, that they would try to get me fome
fmall place. I had heard, and been
. thoroughly convinced, of the futility of
fuch promifes before: I refufed, there-
fore, to lofe @ moment in liftening to
them. They affeéted anger at my doubts
of their executing what they promifed,
and againft the thame of being related to
an



MARCHMONT. 221

an author, found a ready refource in
wholly neglefting him. Indeed, from
the hour when the fortunes of my father
began evidently to decline, the relations:
of my mother, who never had fhewn
her much attention, began to withdraw
from aln)’: conneétion with her or her
ehildren; and till I was once more
forced upon the notice of Lady Sil-
chelter by one of her acquaintance, fhe.
had affeéted to lofe fight of us for fome
years. What /e did not do, the reft of
the family who-were one degree farther
removed, thought themfelves happily
exempted from undertaking. I found
others, however, who had, as I believed,
more power to-forward my views in the
line I had. adopted. I was confidered
as a young man of great promife.by.
fome of thofe perfons zealous for lite-
rature and the arts; who love to have
their names often appear as prote&ors
of infant genius; but, to the advantage
I was to derive from their countenance,
' L3 I found
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1 found fome conditions annexed not
very confiftent with the fpirit of inde-
pendence which 1 had determined to
preferve — for it was neceffary, if I
would avail myfelf of literary patronage,
to facrifce my own opinion to the
judgement and experience of thefe my
proteélors; which 1 was not always mo-
deft and diffident epough to do without
reluflance,and it happened unfortunately
that no two of them thought alike.—
However, as an experiment how far
ufing their fagacity was preferable to
trufting to my own inexperience, I con.
fented to follow the advice of him who
feemed to me the beft judge of literary
bufinefs, and he undertook to fhew me
how I might lengthen a trifling jes
d'¢jprit that had met with fome applaufe,
into a long poem. It coft me a good
deal of labour; but when it was pub-
lithed, inftead of the profits on which

I had calculated, I found myfelf con-
" fiderably indebted to the printer and
: publither;
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publither; and was told, what I was
foon convinced was true, that nobody
now ever thinks of reading a poem of
above twenty lines—that poetry is quite
out of fathion—and that the fhelves in
the bookfellers’ warehoufes are loaded
with poetry unread and unknown: that
there has not been above one fuccelsful
poem for the laft ten years; and that a
party only agreeing to praife his works, ox
fome unaccountable caprice of fathion,
givesa poet the leaft chance of popularity,
even if he is lucky enough to efcape the
blight of critici{e, which ofien withers
bis poetical laurels before they are even
unfolded.

“ My good Sir,” faidthe perfon, who
from experience gave me all this infors
mation, “my good Sir, this is not a
poetical age.—1I aflure you, that, what
ever may be your talents, nothing can
be done in that way, and I verily believe
the very beft poems will not pay for the
printing. If you have no turn for po-

Ly litice,
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litics, which indeed is a line now almoft
over-occupied, turn your thoughts to
novel writing—narrative, let it be about
what it will, is read, becaufe the mind
quietly acquiefces, and it requires no
trouble to think about it. On your part
it will demand much lefs care in the
compofition. Never mind improbabi~
lities—put together a f{ufficient number
of fa@ts—the more unlikely the better.
If you are too idle to choofe the trouble
of inventing, colle& eight or nine of the
moft popular works of that fort; take a
piece of one, and a piece of another,
and put them together, only a little al-
tered, juft to difguife them: never mind
whether what the painters call keeping,
can in this motley affemblage be attended
to; nobody thinks about that: {prinkle
the whole plentifully with horrors of
fome fort or other, to ftimulate the lan~
guid attention, and you will have a cer-
tainty of a' fale at leaft among the cir-
culating libraries, which, after all, is the
principal
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principal fale that can be expefted ; for
who buy novels?—~Who indeed buy
books at all in thefe times? unlefs it be
men of {cience who cannot do without
them. However, if you can produce
any thing tolerably new in this line, you
will do pretty well, and you will find-
book{elersiwho will deal with you.”
¢ The profpeftthus offered me,”* con-
tinued Marchmont, ¢ was not very flat-
tering; ‘but I'had very li;tlc choice, and
I fet about what is fometimes called an’
epic in profe, and acknowledged to be,
when well managed, a confiderable ef-i
fort of the human mind; and fometimes’
ftigmatifed as a f{pecies of work. calcua’
lated only to enervate the mind; and
inflame with falfe reprefentations the
imagination' of youth. I went on (as,
I believed myfelf) pretty well at firlt;
but when my hero was fairly launched
into the hiftory, I found myfelf fur-
rounded with difficulties, and in danger,
as every page proceeded, of going againft
L5 fome
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fome of thofe rocks which my inftruor
had taught me to beware of. Without
incident nothing was to be done, but
almoft every poflible event was already
in print; and notwithftanding what my
advifers bad faid, 1 was too proud
to borrow. Improbable and forced ad-
ventures, events that never yet hap-
pened on the habitable globe, and never
could happen by any chance fhort of an
abfolute miracle, difgufted me; and
profing converfations, or eircumftances
but little elevated above the daily occur-
rences of life, would, I thought, difguft
my readers. As to charaflers, I had
not yet feen enough of the world to
mmagine them,; from the faint fketches
T had made; and I found that, if [ re-
prefented fuch as had come within my
obfervation, I fhould be accufed of per-
fonality, IfI made my hero an unfos-
tunate wanderer, exifting by his own
efforts, I underftood that 1 fhould be
accufed of egotifm, and of having re<
prefented my own adventures. If I

made
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made him too long or too fuddenly prof-
perous, nobody would care about him
atall, Ifhe were painied with too many
perfelions, he would be called a poor
imitation of Sir Charles Grandifon—a
" faultlefs monfter: but if I gave him a
proportion of thofe errors to which high,
fpirited youth is particularly liable, I
thould then be accufed of having pic+
tured an agreeable libertine, whofe ex-
ample, like thofe of Ranger, Charles
Surface, or Tom Jones, could not fail.
of being pernicious. ‘
* “ Nor was the landfcape of my piece
" Jefs difficult to decide upon than the
figares. 1f my fcene lay in other coun-
tries, I muft give to my charalers the
manners of thofe countries, which of
eourfe rendered them lefs interefting to
the bulk of my intended readers in this:
I might indeed have carried my ftory to
the reigns of our Edwards and Henries—
but befides that this fpecies of writing
was already fuccefsfully occupied, I
' L6. could
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could not reprefent modern manners as
- exifting in the perfons of our ancef-
tors in their heavy armour, and fierce
prowefs; or in their fofter moments, in
fatin doublets and flathed fleeves. [
found too the ‘prefervation of the unities
a work of fome difficulty. I was told,
and indeed I faw from feveral examples,
that neither time nor place was much
minded, and that I might hazard being
equally carelefs of chronology and geo-
graphy; but I piqued myfelf on having
ftudied Ariftotle, and. fcrupuloufly at-
tended to the probabilities of time and
place. I turned my eyes to the fcenes
that were paffing almoft- before them;
and thought, by relating without much
addition from fition fome: of the many
events that were paffing in private life in
a neighbouring country, that I might
unite intereft with truth: I was foen,
- however, turned afide from this experi-
ment, by hearing that novel-writing has
in one refpe&t an affinity to the drama—

that
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that time and diftance are required to
foften for ufethe barfher features that may
be exhibited from real life ; that it was
almoft impoffible to bring forward events
without touching on their caufes; and
-that any tendency to political difcudfion;
however liberal or applicable, was not
to be tolerated in a fort of work which
people took up with no other defign
than to be amufed at the leaft poffible
expence of thought. In this cafe F
was to be. like' the courtly preacher;
who deemed it altogether fthocking to-

% ——mention Hell to ears polite.”"’

-« Thus, in a choice of difficulties, ¥
laboured on—with what fuccefs, it now
matters not,. At fome other opportunity
(¥ indeed I dare indulge the hope that,
at fome future time, I may be al-
lowed the happinefs I now enjoy) I
may trouble you, Madam, with the hif-
tory of my progrefs with the encouragers
of literature, among whom indeed [

4 found
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found it to be true, that the fraternity
of Bookfellers are, for the moft part, to
be relied on, and with them at leaft k
fo fuccefsfully made my way, that I was
enabled to afhft my family (though by
no means to the extent of my withes),
and to fupply myfelf. I believe indeed
I fhould have done better in time (as
on my foi-difant friends of every deferip- -
tion 1 ceafed to depend), but to carry on
this bufinefs in obfcurity was impofhble,
No fooner was my name known as being
in. fome degree a fuccefsful candidate
for literary emolument, than my addrefs.
was procured by Vampyre from my
publifher, and I became more than ever
the obje&t of that monfter’s perfecution.
He himfelf ventured, fheltered as he
believed by the armour of his pro-
feflion, to prefent his own hideous libel
on the.human form in my lodgings—
attended, as he almoft always is, by a
miferable fneaking being of a clerk.—
1 liftened for two or-three minutes to
' ' his
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his infolence—and then, though I think
I am not of a very choleric temper,
found myfelf feized with an impulfe to
kick him down fairs, fo irrefiftible, that
¥ immediately thewed him that manner
of defcending “with great velocity, and
then handed his clerk afier him into the
fireet—where the mob, who ina fecond
of time gather in a populous thorough-
‘fare, hearing, from the people where I
lodged, that the reptile they faw fo
fuddenly fpring out of the door into
the middle of the coach-way was a vil-
lanous attorney who had ruined a fa-
mily, determined to add an epilogue to
my figure-dance, by no means to the
rafte of Mr. Solicitor Vampyre; whofe
zeal for his'clients might well have been
¢ooled by the difcipline he reccived
under the next pump, had it not beew
re-animated by refentmens for this pers
fonal difgrace. He now had added. a
frefh. caufe of vengeance to his.native
diabolical malignity, and to his defire
R . ) to
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to find néw excufes for getting money
from his ftupid and wicked employers.—
From that time he redoubled his- per--
fecution, and I was compelled either to-
fubmit to. impriforment,. or to fly.—
Though this: fcourge to individuals, and.
difgrace to the fpecies. in general, often-
prafifes and- refides in-the nesghbourhood
of a great fea-port not far from:the place-
where we now are,. it was here—that—
on account of Mrs. Mofely . ... (March-
mont hefitated, and feemed-to be-con«
fufed) and- for other confiderations, I-
determined to conceal myfelf. Of the
fequel I believe it is unneceffary. to-
fpeak.’’

Althea, though her countenance bore
evidence how. much this narrative had
affe@ed her; did not immediately find.
words that an{wered: to her-meaning;em
Marchmont availed himfelf of her filence
again to plead for. permiflion to write
to her : and his eloquence was- perhaps
aided by the circumftance of the mo-

ment ;.
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ment ; for a fignal was fuddenly given
from behind fome high rocks to the
left of that where they fat, and the boat,
with Fenchurch and two feamen in it,
immediately appeared from beyond a
promontory. -~ Marchmont, unwilling to
expole Althea to the gaze of thefe men,
now tore himfelf away, having at length
obtained the permiffion he {o ardently
folicited—and, hurrying from her, made
a fignal to Fenchurch to bring the boat
on fhore farther on, where high cliffs
ran out into the fea, and fhut out all
near view of the fpot where he was
now compelled to take a relu€tant leave
of Althea.

When he was gone, fhe fat down
breathlefs, and with a beating heart,. on
her former feat; hardly daring to re-
colle¢ what had paffed, or to enter on
any felf-enquiry as to. the propriety of
her condu&t. With eyes fixed on the
fea, the waited in an undefcribable ftate
of mind for the fight of the boat, and
: fancied.
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fancied that, amidft the low and almoft
imperceptible murmurs of the tide, fhe
heard the dathing oars. Nor was fhe
deceived ; in a few moments fhe faw it
flowly appear beyond the promontory.
Marchmont was ftanding in it, his looks
apparently fixed on the place where he
bad left her—but the diftance was foon
too great to allow her to diftinguifh his
features. She faw, haowever, that be
firetched . his arms towards her, tken
clafped his hands together as if offering
a prayer to heaven for her fafety. The
dull haze that had been long gathering
over the fea, now thickened fo much,
that the boat, and the paflengers in i
became indiftinét; appearing only like
a dark fhapelefs fpot amidft the wide
expanfe of water; and it was foon after~
wards hardly to be feen at all. While
Althea could trace, or fancy fhe could:
trace it through the mift and intervening
diftance, fhe remained on the fhore,
then reluctantly and flowly returned by

' the
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the rugged fteps to the fummit of the
cliff; and from thence again furveyed
the fea, now undiftinguifhable from the
fky, all being alike overclouded. She
thought, however, that fhe ftill faw the
boat move through the diftant waves +~
till the head-land which forms one
fide of Torbay* feemed to intervene.
It was there, as Marchmont had in-
formed her, the veflel lay that was to
peceive him.—The heart of Althea, re-
cently awakened to new fenfations by
‘the certainty that Marchmont loved her,
pow funk in fick and languid defpond-
ence; for fhe reflefted that it was more
than poffible fhe had loft ﬁghto&' him
for ever.

Hardly diftinguifhing her way, fhe
now looked around her to be certain
that fhe was in the right road back to
the houfe of Eaftwoodleigh, which, large
as it was, could not be diftinguithed

* Berry Head,
even
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even {rom this high ground, becaufe of
the numecrous tall elms. every where
hning the lanes of this country, which
in many places appeared like a con-
‘tinual wood. Fortunately the had re-
marked a fingular bank of red-coloured
earth in her way, which now ferved her
as a guide to the fteep lane fhe had
alcended ; and afterwards her road-lay
entirely along it, till fhe came to: the
ivy-clad ruins of one of the lodges of
the difparked environs of Eaftwood-
leigh. '
When Althea entered the houfe, fhe
haftened immediately to her own room,
fancying, as fhe paffed Wansford and
his wife, that they both looked at her
as if they knew fhe returned from meet-
ing Marchmont—{o much power has.
the imagination when the confcience is
not calm. * In fa&t, it was in the prefent
cafe merely confcience that raifed this
idea ; for, though Wansford knew it, he
carefully avoided looking at her as the
' came
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scame in—and his wife had no certain
knowledge that Marchmont had ever
-been in the houfe, and was free from

every fufpicion that related to Althea.
To a young and ingenuous mind
there is nothing fo painful as the firft
idea of having committed an error.—
Althea, who had always accuftomed her-
{elf to enquire whether what fhe did was
perfeétly confonant to the maxims fhe
had received from Mrs. Trevyllian, thus
eftablithing a fort of {econd confcience
as her guide, now trembled to make this
appeal. Yet, when once it was made,
many refle®ions arofe which helped to
reconcile her to herfelf. Though fhe
bad died unmarried, Mrs. Trevyllian
had none of that prudifh referve which |
often degenerates into ridiculous aufte-
rity at a late period of life. She had
not indeed taught Althea, that the firft
purpofe of her life was to attraét a man
«f fortune for a hufband, but had rather
"~ endeavoured
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endeavoured to give her fuch principles
as would make her pafs a fingle life in
cheerful content, if fuch (as was very
probable) fhould be her lot, notwith-
ftanding her perfonal advantages, and
the {weetnefs of her manners; for Mrs.
Trevyllian knew, that to confiderations
merely-interefted fhe never would facri-
fice herfelf; while it was very doubtful
whether fuch a man as united the advan-
tages of fortune to thofe of a cultivated
mind, would ever fall in her way.
From this manner of thinking during
the courfe of her.education, Althea had
~ acquired an ingenuous fimplicity of cha-
rafler. She had no defign on the hearts
of the men fhe converfed with, and was -
therefore always eafy and unaffeQed,
without familiarity or flippancy. ' Buat
fhe had never been taught to believe,
that it was right to fly from or avoid
any man becaufe he was indigent; and
fhe knew that Mrs. Trevyllien herfelf
: had
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had been much attached to a gentleman
of very fmall fortune, whofe death alone
prevented their marriage. Though un-
acquainted with the particular circum-
ftances which had thrown a fhade of
melancholy over the life of her aunt (for
the had never courage to fpeak of them),
Althea was affured, from this inftance,
that,had her aunt been living, fhe would
not have condemned her partiality to
Marchmont, though fhe might have
thought marriage very imprudent under
the prefent circumftances of both their
fortunes. Nor could Althea help re-
fle@ing, that the obfervation Marchmont
made was but too juft, when he faid that
{he was accountable to nobody; for her
father feemed entirely to abandon her,
and fhe had no other relations who had
«either inclination or right to dire& her.
Her fituation, therefore, was altogether
different from that of a young woman
dire&tly under the prote&ion of a pa-

rent,
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rent, or of immediate friends. She
broke through no duty ; and the tender
compaffion and perfonal preference with
which fhe thought of Marchmont, and
which had induced her to confent to
correfpond with him, interfered with
none of thofe principles of conduft
which her propriety of mind would

never have allowed her to violate.
Having thus;reconciled herfelf to the
paft, fhe ventured to look forward to
the fature; but her courage and hope
failed when fhe thought of the fitua-
tion in which her unhappy lover. had
left his native country to go he hardly
knew whither, but probably to another
where danger and diftrefs. were likely to .
meet him. He had evaded all expla-
nation on money matters: but there was
every reafon to fuppofe he was but
flenderly fupplied with the means of
exiftence; and it appeared- very uncer-
tain, whether on his-reaching France it-
would
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would be poffible to make his way acrofs
the whole kingdom to the fouthern coaft,
where, not far from Toulon, his relation
the Baron de Lavergnac refided. If he
did reach that fide of France, from all
prelent intelligence there was too much
caufe to apprehend that Monfieur de
Lavergnac was involved in the general
ruin that menaced the royal party, to
which he decidedly belonged.

With all thefe apprehenfions con-
tinually prefent to her, Althea now
tafted no more peace than when the
knew Marchitont to be within a hun-
dred paces of her, and to be in momen-
tary dangér of being dragged away to
end his life in a prifon.

Yet diftant and uncertain dangers ap-
peared lefs hideous than the perfecution
of the fiend Vampyre ; and when fhe re-
membered that another day might have
put. Marchmont into his hands, the
aflurance of his efcape feemed a gratify-

Vor. IL M ing
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ing refle@ion, and the gloomy uncer-
tainty of what was to come.appeared lefs
terrible. _ .

A long interval was-yet to pafs before
any intelligence of :the poor wanderer
could arrive;; and Althea was confcious
how tedious-and forlern herdefolate fo-
litude .would .appear. Though fhe had
never been. accuftomed to confidantes of
her own-age (for Mrs. Trevyllian had
always -difliked that girlifh caballing
which frequently corrupts the minds of
young people), fhe now felt the want of
fome one to whom fhe could fpeak of
Marchmont without reftraint.  Her
thoughts again turned towards his me-
ther and his fifters. To them alone
could the hazard naming him.  But they
were far from her; and as Marchmont
had affured her that his mother intended,
as foon as he was in a place of greater
fafety, to acknowledge all the kindneffes
.that Althea had intended, or that March-

mont
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mont had received; the was compelled
to wait for this overture from Mrs.
Marchmont, before fhe could venture
to exprefs the ardent defire the felt to
love and ferve her,

M 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

« Ah! do not think thou art alone.unhappy!"!

THE day after the departure of March-
mont, the calm ftillnefs of the morning
tempted Althea to revifit the fhore,
which was in fome mealure a new obje&t
to her, and would now, fhe thought,
afford her a melancholy pleafure. From
thence the propofed walking to the .
cottage of Mrs. Mofely, with whom
fhe wifhed to converfe; and having
procured fuch a dire&ion from Wans-
ford as was likely to be a fufficient
guide, fhe fet forth about one o’clock,
intending to take a cold dinner at her
return.

The
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The fame fpot, where for perhaps the
Iaft time Althea had feen the only man.
fhe had ever thought of with approba-
tion, and who might be called indeed
almoft the only perfon in the world who
felt an intereft in her fate, or for whom
fhe was herfelf interefted, could bardly
fail of inlpiring her with mournful re-
fle@tions: but with them a degree of
pleafure mingled itfelf, and the fort of
day was well calculated to-encourage the
melancholy yet foothmg reverie fhe fell
into, -

As on the day preceding, a gauzy
" milt hovered over the unruffled fea,
fpreading from thence to the land, and
foftening every obje&@ of the rich coalt
on either fide.

The quiet folemnity of the hour and
fcene was not broken by the gay and
lively verdure of May, for the diftant
landfcape was foftened by the hazy
vapour; .yet, as fhe wandered flowly

M3 along
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along the broad margin of fand, which
fhe had been told led to an eafier
«acclivity of the cliff, from whence
her walk to the cottage might be con-
fiderably fhortened, fhe remarked fome
of thofe plants, inhabitants of the bor-
ders of the fea, of which her aunt had
taught her the names on a former vifit
to the coaft. S '
The * fea reed grafs, covering many
of the broad beds of fand, waved its yét
feeble fpires in the bardly perceptible
breeze ; within the immediate fpray of
the waves the fea tholly put forth its
gray and thorny. leaves; and where the
more undifturbed furface :of: the fands -
allowed them to be clothed witha flight
covering of turf, the {mall yellow fars
of the I ladies’ bed-ftraw  were juft
- opening among it.—The fairy nofe-

) * Arundo Areparia.  + Eryngi;im 'I{I;ritimum.
} Galium Verum.
“gays,
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gays, which with this and the beautiful
convolvulus *, peculiar to the weftern
coaft, a native alfo of the arid beach,.
fhe ufed to delight in making, while
walking with her dear protettrels, came:
to her remembrance, and, foftened as.
ker mind was before, filled her eyes with.
tears. ,

But the recolle@lion of Mrs. Trevyl-.
lian was always falutary. In recalling.
thofe fimple pleafures, the admirable
leflons with which every enjoyment was.
accompanied recurred to her. - Among
thefe, fortitude was a virtue on which
her aunt had conftantly dwelt with pe-.
culiar energy; as if fhe had forefeen.
how much occafion her beloved Althea
would one day have to exert it. In-
ftead, therefore, of allowing: herfelf to-
dwell on ideas which ferved only to de-
prefls and enervate her mind, fhe turned

& Convolvulus Soldanella,

M 4 it
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it towards the means of fulfilling the
parting wilhes of Marchmont, who had
entreated her to allow his mother and
his fifters to be known to her, and to
transfer ‘to them all that a@live benevo-
“lence of friendfhip of which he could
not avail himfelf. The poorold fervant
at the cottage, too, he had warmly re-
commended to her humanity; and
aroufed by thefe recolle&ions fhe fhook
off that pleafing but ufelefs penfivenefs
which was flealing upon her, and quick-
ened her pace towards the cabin of Mrs.
Mofely, which fhe found with lefs diffi-
culty- than the expefted; for, though
concealed by the rude inequalities of a
common, which was at the weftern ex-
tremity of the grounds of Eaftwoodleigh,
it 'was hardly mile from the fea. She
found the folitary tenant of this lone
cottage full of trouble. Whatever terrors
fhe had undergone for “ her dear child,
her dear young mafler,” as the called
Marchmont, - while for the courfe of

feveral
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feveral months he had been hunted by
the blood-hounds of the law, they were
now forgotten in the cruel idea, that he
was “ gone beyond fea;” whieh amounted,
in the opinion of Mrs. Mofely, to a
certainty that fhe fhould fee him no
more. c

Wild and vague ideas of {cenes paffing
in France, horrible enough, and ren-
dered more ftrangely hideous by her
long-rooted prejudices, had taken pofs
feffion of Mrs. Mofely’s mind—but filk
the predominant impreffion was, the
danger of “going beyond fea.’”

Althéa for a moment attempted to
ftifle all fhe felt herfelf, to combat im-
preflions fo painful to a mind already.
enfeebled by time and calamity; and
though to all that fhe could fay the poor
old woman gave no other anfwer than a
deep figh, and a motion with her head
that exprefled hopelefs incredulity as
to the fafety of her ¢ dear mafler,” Al-
thea began to flatter herfelf that fhe

thould
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fhould reafon her into more tranquillity,.
when a quick ftep was heard near the
cottage door.
. Althea ftarted without knewing why;
and Mrs. Molfely, accuftomed to be
always on the watch’ fince Marchmont’s
perfonal fafety had been in queftion,
moved to the door as quickly as her in-
firmities permitted, and, looking out, re-
turned to her feat, faying it was.only
poor Phcebe. )

« And who.is poor Phcebe ?** enquired
Althea,

- ¢ Poor unhappy girl I’ replied Mrs.
Mofely, ¢ fhe is a godchild, Madam,
of mine; and never any body met with:
greater misfortunes for her ftation. Her
poor brain is hust by all {he has'gone
through; but fhe is very harmlefs, and
fometimes her fenfes return again for a
time: I am afraid, poor creature! fhe
is in-one of her wandering fits now—rfor
fhe feldom comes at other-times.: In-

deed,
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deed, I have not feen her before thefe
two months.”

Althea had no time to enquire farther

as to the obje& that had already excited
her pity, when a young woman of one -
or two and twenty, pale and thin, her
drefs clean but coarfe, and without a
bat, entered the room with a hurried
ftep ;- and not feeming to obferve that
Althea was there, fhe came up to the
old woman, and, taking her hand,{miled
—but it was a melancholy fmile—then
looking fteadily in her face, faid,
"~ « I have got to you at laft, my dear
friend! They would have hindered me
again: but I have ftole away from them;,
and you will let me. ﬁay with you, will
you not?”’

“ Yes, Phoebe,” faid Dame Mofely,
« if you will ftay in the houfe, and not
leave me without telling where ‘you are
going to. Butthere is the young lady
that ufed to fend me fo much help when

you was here laft.” :
« The
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“ The young lady!** cried the un-
happy girl, I am in the way then—I
am forry I came. Pray forgive me; T
did not know the lady was here. Pray
be not angry—I will go home agam—
indeed I will.”

“ No, no,” interrupted Althes, "you
fhall ftay here, Pheebe. I am myfelf
going prefently; and till I do, it will
diftrefs me if you do not fit down and
talk to your old friend juft as you ufed
to do.’”

Phaebe looked at her with an un-

ficady . yet expreflive eye; then, turning
to Mrs. Mofcly, fhe fald in a half whif-
per,
* ¢ She is l\ke the angels I ufcd to
_dream of once, when I had hopes of
going among them away from this bad
world; and I thought they had juft fuch
voices.”

« That lady is as much of an angelas
ever was in this world,” replied Mrs.
Molely aloud.

Phecbe
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Pheebe anfwered only by a deep figh.

Dame Mofely again {poke to her.
‘She heeded her not, but, fixing her eyes
on the window, fighed again as if-her
heart would break. Then, after a mo«
ment’s paufe, fhe turned quickly, and
faid,

“You remember! So now, asyou are
buly, dear godmother, I will go.”

“ Not down to the fea-fide,”” an-
{wered the other. _

“ Why! Ihave not been there a long,
long time, till to~day,indeced! and I am
better, a great deal better for it.”

« Well, well, Phacbe, you muft not
go again-wyou muft not, indeed. Come,
if you do not mind me I fhall be angry,
and will not let you come to fe¢ me
.again.” .

“Won’t you ?—Oh! that will be very
¢ruel.  And will you, my oldeft and laft
friend, be as cruel as all other people
are? Well, ifyouwill; do then! make
me be fhut up again, and make me tobe

beat
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beat and punifhed by thatcruel.....”
(another deep figh burft from her fad
beart, but the went on), “by that cruel
e e+ .. Ah! well, it will be the fooner
over! If nobody, nobody at all, is left,
who has compaffion for me—perhaps it
may not be fo difficult to die, as I find
it now !—But I tire you. Pray, Ma’am,
excufe me,” (turningto Althea, with a
half courte{y) -« Iam a poor miferable
creature, without a friend left in the
wide world.”

Althea was fo affe€ed that fhe could
not anfwer her, otherwife than by turn-
ing to Mrs. Mofely, and begging her to
footh the poor girl rather than contra-

' di@ her.

« Come, Pha:be,” fald the old wo-
man, “if you have been to the fea-fide,
you. cannot -defire, you know, to go
again. You fhall go and lie down upon
my bed; for I am fure your head aches,
and that you are tired, Come, be a
- . ) good
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good girl, and thenyou fhall flay with
me a day or two.”

It feemed as if the unfettled mind of
this unfortunate being was tremblingly
alive to the voice of kindnefs; for with-
aut farther oppofition fhe gave her hand
to Mrs. Mofely, and fuﬁ'ered hertolead
her out.

When the got to the door fhe turned
towards Althea,and, with herhead mourn-
fully declined, fighed out, ¢* God blefs
you, young lady!”*

Mrs. Mofely returned in a few mi-
nutes.—** I’ve made her lie down,” faid
fhe; ‘and perhaps fhe may forget herfelf
while-l make her a little tea, which is
the only thing fhe will take.”

« Let me affift you, my good woman,”
faid Althea; *“ and do tell me who this
poor young creature is, and by what
misfortunes fhe has beem driven to this
pitiable ftate.”

“ Ah! dear Mifs, it is a long flory,

and
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and you know old folks are apt to be
tedious—it will tire you, I fear.”’

“ No, no—on the contrary, I fhall
not be ealy without hearing jt. Make
her tea, and carry ittoher. I will have
forhe too, for I am fatigued this morning,
and while fhe remains quiet you fhall
relate to me all you know of her. Juft
now there is nothing I would fo willingly
liften to.”” :

END OF THE SECOND VOLUMEy -



.









Y “..H..--..n









